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UNIQUE  COMPLETE  SERIES 

MEN  OF  ROME 

THECeXDEN  MILITARY  YEARS 

LVCIVSSVLLA  TO  SEVERVS  ALEX  ANDER 
82  BC- 235  AD 

THE  JOHN  WHITNEY  WALTER  COLLECTION 

PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE 
THURSDAY  EVENING,  NOVEMBER  29,  1990 

6:30  P.M.  SHARP 

LOTS  1 - 79 

WITH  THE  COOPERATION  OF 

HARLAN  J.  BERK,  LTD. 

• 

The  Continuation  of  the  First  Session  (Lots  80  - 751) 
and  the  Second  Session  (Lots  752  - 1578)  of  this  Important  Sale 
featuring  Ancient  and  Foreign  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins 
will  be  offered  November  29,  30,  1990.  See  separate  catalogue. 


SALE  TO  BE  HELD  IN  CONJUNC  TION  WITH 
THE  NEW  YORK  INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC  CONVENTION 


Special  Exhibition  in  Chicago  • November  8-14,  1990 
By  Appointment  in  the  offices  of 

Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  31  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL  (302)  609-0017 


Exhibition  in  New  York 

Lots  will  be  on  exhibition 
EACH  DAY  starting  NOVEM- 
BER 19,  1990  thru  DAY  OF 
SALE,  from  10:30  a.m.  till  4:30 
p.m.,  Monday  thru  Friday,  at  123 
West  57th  Street,  N.Y.  Positively 
no  lots  will  be  shown  at  the  New 
York  Hilton.  Stack’s  will  be 
closed  November  22  and  23  in  ob- 
servance of  the  Thanksgiving 
Holiday. 


Public  Auction  Sale 

To  Be  Held  In  The 

NASSAU  SUITE 
2nd  Floor 

NEW  YORK  HILTON  HOTEL 
Sixth  Avenue  at  53rd  Street 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


Catalogued  and  Sold  by 


Telephone  (212)  582-2580 
FAX  (212)  245-5018  or  (212)  582-1946 


Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Co.  ABA  021-000238  A/C  155-43-532 
Licensed  Auctioneers:  Harvey  G.  Stack,  #522763;  Norman  Stack,  #798113. 


TERMS  OF  SALE 


These  terms  of  sale  are  designed  to  conform  to  the  Amended  Rules  for  Public  Auction  Sales  in  New  York  City 
by  the  Department  of  Consumer  Affairs  and  the  Bylaws  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 

1.  This  public  auction  sale  is  conducted  pursuant  to  these  Terms  of  Sale  by  licensed  and  bonded  auctioneers,  Harvey  G. 
Stack,  #522763  and  Norman  Stack,  #798113. 

2.  Each  bidder,  by  bidding  in  the  sale,  agrees  that  a 10%  BUYER’S  CHARGE  will  be  added  to  the  "hammer 
price”  or  winning  bid  of  each  lot  as  determined  by  the  auctioneer.  This  10%  BUYER’S  FEE  will  be  added  to  the 
invoice  of  each  successful  bidder  over  and  above  the  actual  sum  bid  or  offered.  The  Buyer’s  Fee  applies  regardless  of  a 
bidder’s  affiliation  with  any  group  or  organization,  and  is  imposed  on  all  bidders.  No  lots  will  be  delivered  or  shown  at 
the  auction.  Auction  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  and  must  be  paid  for  promptly  in  U.S.  funds.  STACK’S  reminds  you 
that  all  bidders  personally  guarantee  prompt  payment  in  full.  Checks  are  permitted  with  identification  acceptable  to 
STACK’S.  On  any  accounts  past  due,  STACK’S  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  impose  periodic  charges  as 
stated  in  these  Terms  of  Sale  or  on  the  invoice  or  statement.  Buyer  agrees  to  pay  the  reasonable  attorney  fees  and 
costs  required  to  collect  on  such  past  due  accounts.  All  lots  delivered  in  New  York  State  are  subject  to  applicable  Sales 
Tax.  Buyer  agrees  to  pay  any  sales  tax,  use  tax,  and  any  other  applicable  taxes  that  new,  or  hereafter,  are  found  to  be 
due  by  virtue  of  the  sale,  and  to  indemnify  and  hold  STACK’S  harmless  for  any  sales  or  other  taxes  due  thereunder, 
including  reasonable  attorneys  fees,  costs  and  any  interest  or  penalties  assessed.  Buyer  shall  also  pay  all  shipping  and 
handling  charges  where  applicable. 

3.  Purchasers  claiming  exemption  from  such  taxes  must  submit  resale  or  exemption  certificates  or  other  proof  of  exemp- 
tion. Out-of-state  Purchasers  taking  delivery  in  New  York  must  provide  an  OSR  certificate  or  pay  applicable  taxes 
due.  All  purchasers  represents  that  they  are  not  seeking  to  acquire  goods  for  personal,  family,  or  household  purposes, 
but  are  bidding  for  resale  purposes;  and  those  submitting  GSR’s  additionally  represent  that  they  are  professionals, 
knowledgeable  and  fully  aware  of  what  they  are  purchasing,  a representation  upon  which  Stack’s  relies  in  agreeing  to 
sell  to  Purchaser.  Buyers  picking  up  lots  may  be  required  to  confirm  this  agreement  in  a separate  writing. 

4.  STACK’S  is  not  responsible  for  your  errors  in  bidding.  PLEASE  BID  ON  THE  CORRECT  LOT. 

5.  All  persons  seeking  to  bid,  whether  in  person,  by  an  agent  or  employee,  or  by  mail,  must  have  a catalogue  and  register 
to  bid.  By  submitting  a bid,  whether  in  person,  by  mail,  or  through  an  employee  or  agent,  the  bidder  acknowledges 
receipt  of  the  catalogue,  and  agrees  to  adhere  to  these  terms  of  sale.  The  auctioneer  may  decline  to  recognize  any 
bidder  who  does  not  have  a catalogue  and  has  not  registered  and  been  given  a paddle  number.  Any  prospective  bidder 
may  be  required  to  establish  credit  references  or  submit  a deposit  of  25%  of  their  bids.  All  new  bidders  should  be 
prepared  to  establish  credit  with  the  auctioneer  prior  to  registering  to  bid. 

6.  By  bidding,  purchasing  or  offering  to  purchase  in  this  sale,  even  if  as  an  agent,  or  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  for 
another  individual,  each  bidder  personally  guarantees  prompt  payment  and  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  the 
consequences  of  bidding;  all  bidders  also  personally  guarantee  prompt  payment  in  full,  including  without  limitation, 
BUYER’S  FEE,  taxes,  surcharges,  postage,  handling  charges,  storage  costs  and  insurance  charges. 

7.  STACK’S  reserves  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  before  delivering  lots  to  a successful  bidder,  and  reserves  the 
right  to  require  the  principals,  and  directors  of  any  corporate  bidder  to  execute  a guarantee  of  payment  (which,  in  any 
event  they  do  by  having  an  agent  or  employee  bid  in  the  sale)  prior  to  allowing  a bid  to  be  placed  or  recognized. 

8.  STACK’S  reserves  the  right  to  impose  a late  charge,  based  solely  upon  Purchaser’s  failure  to  remit  full  and  timely 
payment,  and  which  late  charge  is  not  related  to  any  necessary  storage  of  the  material  purchased.  Said  late  charge  is 
calculated  at  a rate  of  1V2%  per  month  (18%  per  annum),  based  on  the  purchase  price  if  payment  has  not  been  made  in 
accordance  with  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale.  Purchases  not  collected  within  thirty  (30)  days  of  the  date  of  sale 
may,  at  the  sole  option  of  STACK’S,  be  resold  for  Purchaser’s  account  by  STACK’S,  with  Purchaser  liable  for  any 
deficit  after  STACK’S  receives  a commission  for  the  same  in  accordance  with  its  agreement,  and  thereafter  deducts  all 
expenses  associated  with  the  sale,  including  reasonable  attorneys  fees. 

9.  Bids  are  NOT  accepted  from  minors.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  bidder  represents  and  certifies  that  they  are  of  legal 
age,  are  authorized  to  make  the  bid  that  they  make,  and  that  the  purchase  is  not  a consumer  sale  or  consumer  credit 
transaction. 

10.  Title  remains  with  STACK’S  until  paid  for  in  full.  Should  Purchaser  take  any  action  under  Title  11  of  the  U.S. 
Code,  or  any  state  insolvency  law.  Buyer  agrees  to  promptly  return  to  STACK’S,  any  lots  not  paid  for.  The  Buyer 
agrees  to  keep  the  lots  fully  insured  until  paid  for.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  Buyer. 

11.  The  highest  bidder  as  determined  in  the  sole  discretion  of  the  auctioneer  shall  be  the  Buyer.  If  the  auctioneer 
determines  that  a dispute  has  arisen  between  two  or  more  bidders,  the  lot  may  be  immediately  put  up  and  sold  again. 
Bidders  with  whom  the  dispute  previously  arose  shall  be  without  further  recourse  for  any  damages  whatsoever. 

12.  If  you  bid  by  mail,  mail  your  bid  sheet  early.  Mail  bidders  agree  to  and  are  subject  to  these  terms  of  sale  just  as  if 
they  were  floor  bidders. 

13.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  ridiculously  low  bids,  which  in  the  auctioneer’s  sole  discretion,  are  felt  not 
to  have  been  made  in  good  faith.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  open  the  lot  at  a reasonable  price  determined 
solely  by  the  auctioneer.  The  auctioneer  shall  also  have  sole  discretion  to  set  initial,  and  subsequent  bidding  incre- 
ments, and  to  accept,  or  to  decline  to  accept,  challenges  to  those  bidding  increments.  All  bids  not  in  whole  dollar 
arnounts  may  be  rounded  downward  by  the  auctioneer.  The  auctioneer  may  open  bidding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a bid  on 

ehalf  of  the  Seller,  a mail  bidder,  STACK’S,  or  another  participant  in  the  sale.  The  auctioneer  may  bid  further  on 
e a of  the  Seller  up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve  by  placing  successive  or  consecutive  bids  for  a lot,  or  by  placing 
1 s in  response  to  other  bidders.  The  auctioneer  may  bid  for  his,  or  its,  own  account  at  any  auction  and  may  have 
access  to  information  concerning  the  lots,  and  items  contained  in  them,  that  are  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public, 
s imates  given  ^e  for  the  general  guidance  of  the  bidder  and  represent  the  opinion  of  the  auctioneer  as  to  the  fair 
TV,  I numismatic  item  at  the  time  of  cataloguing,  based  on  experience  and  comparable  sale,  if  applica- 

^ j f . Pi’ice  realized  may  be  higher,  or  lower  than  the  estimate.  If  a lot  is  reserved,  the  reserve  may  not 

exceed  the  maximum  estimated  price. 

not  approval  sales.  In  the  event  of  non-payment  by  the  Buyer,  STACK’S  reserves  any  and  all  rights 
a 1 wou  e entitled  to  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code,  including  Buyer’s  consent  to  file  a financing 

s a emen  wi  out  need  of  Buyers  signature,  and  to  offset  any  sums  due  on  any  future  consignment  or  purchase  or 
monies  or  goods  in  possession  of  STACK’S  or  its  assigns. 


15.  All  bidders  are  encouraged  to  carefully  examine  all  lots  prior  to  the  sale.  No  lots  will  be  shown  at  the  sale.  STACK’S 
assumes  no  risk,  liability  or  responsibility  for  the  material  (or  other)  facts  stated  concerning  the  numismatic  item, 
except  as  specified  herein.  All  floor  buyers  should  acquaint  themselves  with  the  property  sold  since  STACK’S  will 
assume  that  they  have  done  so  and  requires  that  the  Purchaser  represent  that  they  have.  Bidders  are  deemed  to  have 
satisfied  themselves  as  to  all  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  terms  of  sale. 

16.  STACK’S,  as  agent,  offers  a LIMITED  WARRANTY  that  any  numismatic  item  sold  is  authentic  (i.e.,  not  counterfeit, 
that  its  date  or  mintmark  has  not  been  altered,  and  that  the  coin  has  not  been  repaired  as  those  terms  are  used  in  the 
trade.).  Except  as  set  forth  in  this  limited  warranty  and  as  may  be  required  by  the  arts  and  cultural  affairs  law,  and 
any  other  law  or  regulation,  all  other  warranties  of  authenticity  of  authorship,  whether  express  or  implied,  are  hereby 
disclaimed. 

17.  Except  as  otherwise  stated  herein,  all  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  GUARANTEED  TO  BE  GENUINE  and 
correctly  attributed  as  defined  below. 

18.  (a)  NO  LOT  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  whatsoever  without  the  prior  written  consent  by  STACK’S,  or,  in  any 
event,  if  it  has  been  removed  from  its  original  container.  No  lots  purchased  by  those  who  have  viewed  the  lots 
may  be  returned,  unless  the  limited  warranty  provided  in  these  terms  of  sale  permits  it. 

(b)  Grading  is  a subjective  description  in  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation,  method  of 
strike,  and  overall  appearance  of  a particular  coin  or  lot.  The  term  "proof’  or  "specimen”  is  used  to  describe  a method 
of  manufacture,  and  is  not  a grade  or  condition  or  an  attribution. 

(c)  STACK’S  does  not  represent  that  a numismatic  item  has  or  has  not  been  cleaned;  that  any  toning  is  natural  or 
artificial;  that  any  coin  catalogued  will  meet  the  standards,  or  the  grade,  of  any  third  party  or  third  party  grading 
service;  that  a numismatic  item  has  a particular  provenance  or  pedigree;  that  a numismatic  item  is  struck  or  not 
struck,  or  produced  or  not  produced  in  a particular  manner  or  style. 

(d)  Adjectival  descriptions  and  terminology  (which  can  and  does  vary  among  experts  and  knowledgeable  purchasers), 
when  utilized  in  the  catalogue,  are  strictly  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the 
description;  i.e.  it  is  an  opinion  only  and  not  a warranty  of  any  kind. 

(e)  Grading  descriptions  in  this  catalogue  are  provided  strictly  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  bid  by  mail  and  who 
are  unable  to  personally  view  the  coins,  and  represents  the  cataloguer’s  opinion  of  its  state  of  preservation.  Those 
attending  the  sale,  and  those  bidders  who  actually  view  the  lots  should  draw  their  own  conclusions  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  or  grade  of  the  numismatic  item. 

(D  STACK’S  may  utilize  numerical  or  adjectival  descriptions,  and  may  include  lots  that  have  been  graded  by  others. 
Opinions  offered  with  respect  to  numismatic  properties  offered  for  sale  by  STACK’S  are  made  at  the  time  that  the 
numismatic  item  is  catalogued,  and  do  not  refer  to  any  prior  or  subsequent  time. 

(g)  Where  STACK’S  sells  a numismatic  item  graded  and  encapsulated  by  a grading  service.  Buyer  acknowledges  and 
agrees  that  other  grading  services,  STACK’S  or  knowledgeable  purchasers  might  reach  a different  conclusion  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a particular  item,  and  that  STACK’S  has  presented  the  service’s  description  of  the  encapsulat- 
ed item  for  accommodation  only.  Any  such  information  provided  by  STACK’S  is  the  opinion  of  the  third  party,  without 
recourse  against  STACK’S  in  any  way  whatsoever. 

(h)  Except  as  otherwise  expressly  stated  in  the  Terms  of  Sale,  STACK’S  and  its  agents  and  employees  make 
no  warranties  or  guaranties  or  representations,  and  expressly  disclaim  all  warranties  and  guaranties  and 
representations,  including,  without  limitation,  a warranty  of  merchantability,  in  connection  with  any  numis- 
matic properties  sold  by  STACK’S. 

(i)  All  oral  and  written  statements  made  by  STACK’S,  are  statements  of  opinion  only,  and  are  not  warranties  or 
representations  of  any  kind,  unless  stated  as  a specific  written  warranty,  and  no  employee  or  agent  of  STACK’S  has 
authority  to  vary  or  alter  these  Terms  of  Sale.  Any  alteration  shall  be  effective  only  if  in  writing  and  signed  by  a 
principal  of  the  firm. 

(j)  If  not  so  stated  expressly,  the  grade,  artisanship,  provenance,  or  attribution  is  the  firm’s  opinion  only  on  which  no 
third  party,  including  the  bidder,  is  entitled  to  rely 

(k)  STACK’S  assumes  no  risk,  liability  or  responsibility  for  the  material  (or  other)  facts  stated  concerning  the 
numismatic  item,  except  as  specified  herein. 

19.  Unless  otherwise  stated,  STACK’S  acts  only  as  agent  for  a Consignor  and  makes  no  independent  warranty  of  title. 
STACK’S  offers  the  following  LIMITED  WARRANTY  to  Buyers  with  respect  to  all  numismatic  items  offered  for  sale. 
STACK’S  warrants  to  all  Buyers  that  the  Consignor  or  the  Seller  has  warranted  good  title  to  property  offered  for  sale. 
Any  such  warranty  is  predicated  on  the  Owner  or  prior  owner  making  the  same  warranty  to  STACK’S,  upon  which  the 
firm  relies.  In  the  event  that  it  is  finally  determined  that  the  Purchaser  has  not  acquired  transferable  title,  STACK’S 
shall  reimburse  the  Purchaser  (if  full  payment  has  already  been  made)  in  accordance  with  these  Terms  of  Sale,  and 
Buyer  agrees  that  this  is  full  compensation  for  any  loss  whatsoever,  whether  actual  or  otherwise.  Tender  of  the  check 
by  STA(I!K’S  to  Buyer  at  the  address  specified  on  the  bid  sheet  or  registration  form  shall  end  the  obligation  of 
STACK’S  to  the  Buyer,  even  if  the  check  is  not  indorsed  or  cashed.  STACK’S  and  the  Consignor  make  no  representa- 
tions or  warranty  that  the  Purchaser  acquires  any  reproduction  rights  or  copyright  in  property  purchased  at  the  sale. 

20.  STACK’S  further  expressly  disclaims  all  warranties  relating  to  the  grade,  condition,  identification  of  the  periods  or 
date  of  coining  or  manufacture  or  methods  of  manufacture  of  property  which  is  inaccurate,  or  may  be  proved  inaccu- 
rate, by  means  of  scientific  process  or  research  which  is  not  generally  accepted  for  use  until  after  the  sale. 

21.  STACK’S  reminds  the  Buyer  that  the  grading  or  condition  of  rare  coins  may  have  a material  effect  on  the  value  of  the 
items  purchased;  that  others  may  differ  with  the  grading  opinions  or  interpretations  of  STACK’S;  that  such  difference 
of  opinion  (including  whether  the  coin  has  been  cleaned,  or  is  or  is  not  of  a particular  grade  or  quality)  is  not 
grounds  to  return  an  item  purchased;  and  that  all  sales  of  items  viewed  by  a Purchaser  in  advance  of  a sale,  even  if 
the  sale  is  by  mail,  are  final. 

22.  By  purchasing  in  this  sale.  Buyer  agrees  that  they  shall  have  no  recourse  against  the  Consignor  for  any  reason 
whatsoever.  In  the  event  that  a warranty  is  offered  with  respect  to  grade  or  state  of  preservation  or  condition,  it  shall 
be  a specific  warranty,  in  writing,  signed  by  a principal  of  STACK’S,  and  shall  specify  its  terms  and  conditions  and 
duration.  If  any  numismatic  item  is  damaged  in  its  removal  from  encapsulation,  or  during  its  encapsulation,  it  is  at 
the  sole  risk  of  the  Purchaser.  Because  of  the  fungibility  of  numismatic  items,  any  item  removed  from  its  holder  may 
not  be  returned  for  any  reason  whatsoever. 

23.  (a)  On  any  claim  made  by  a bidder,  STACK’S  must  be  advised  in  writing  sent  within  seven  days  after  receipt  of 
the  material,  or  the  date  of  the  sale,  whichever  is  the  later;  these  dates  apply  whether  or  not  the  Buyer  has  received 


the  material.  The  disputed  property  must  be  returned  to  STACK’S  in  the  same  condition  as  sold  by  STACK’S,  in 
the  same  holder. 

(b)  These  conditions  are  binding  and  absolute  unless  varied  in  writing  by  a principal  of  STACK’S  or  if  the  bylaws, 
rules  or  regulations  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  provide  for  a longer  period,  or  give  the  Buyer  a 
greater  right,  in  which  case  such  bylaws,  rules  or  regulations  shall  prevail.  Any  and  all  claims  of  the  Buyer  made  in 
violation  of  the  Terms  of  Sale  shall  be  deemed  waived,  and  the  Buyer  shall  be  without  further  recourse. 

24.  If  STACK’S,  in  its  sole  discretion,  determines  that  any  numismatic  property  is  substantially  and  materially  different 
from  that  represented  in  the  catalogue  of  sale,  or  in  any  written  advertisement  or  material,  the  sale  shall  be  cancelled 
and  STACK’S  shall  refund  the  purchase  price  to  the  Buyer.  Unless  provided  otherwise  in  these  terms  or  the  PNG 
bylaws,  that  shall  be  STACK’S  sole  obligation  to  Buyer. 

25.  The  auctioneer  and  cataloguer,  STACK’S,  reserves  the  right  to  include  its  own  material  in  any  auction  sale.  The 
auctioneer  may  have  direct  or  indirect  interests  in  these,  and  other  items  (other  than  its  commission),  and  may  collect 
a minimum  price  in  addition  to  the  selling  commission.  This  paragraph  shall  be  deemed  a part  of  the  description  of  all 
lots  contained  in  the  catalogue.  The  catalogue  shall  also  be  deemed  a part  of  any  invoice  issued  by  the  auctioneer.  The 
auctioneer  may  make  loans  or  advances  to  consignors  and/or  prospective  purchasers.  The  Consignor  may  be  permitted 
to  bid  on  his,  her  or  their  own  articles  and  to  buy  them  back  at  the  sale.  Any  Buyer  who  bids  on  or  purchases  their 
own  goods  is  required  to  pay  for  them,  in  full,  as  the  terms  of  sale  provide  for  together  with  the  full  buyer’s  commis- 
sion, and  any  other  applicable  surcharges,  postage,  handling,  insurance  fees  and  taxes,  without  rebate  of  any  kind 
whatsoever,  unless  provided  for  otherwise  by  contract  with  the  auctioneer.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  make 
accounting  adjustments  in  lieu  of  payment.  Settlement  will  follow  the  auction.  The  prices  realized  reflect  the  final 
price  called  by  the  auctioneer  and  may  include  a bid  of  a consignor  reacquiring  their  lot. 

26.  STACK’S,  the  auctioneer,  and  employees  are  "insiders”  and  may  have  access  to  confidential  information  not  otherwise 
available  to  the  public  with  respect  to  value,  provenance,  availability,  and  other  factors.  Purchasers  should  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  numismatic  items  that  they  are  purchasing  and  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of 
outside  consultants  prior  to  engaging  in  any  purchase.  Bids  are  so  much  per  LOT.  No  lots  will  be  broken  up  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

27.  No  bidder  shall  have  any  claim  against  the  auctioneer,  or  STACK’S,  for  improper  sequence  of  offering  a lot. 

28.  On  bullion  items,  bullion-like  items,  and  encapsulated  items  graded  by  a grading  service.  Buyer  agrees  that  there 
shall  be  no  right  of  return  for  any  reason  whatsoever.  Buyer  further  agrees  that  due  to  market  volatility,  in  event  of 
non-payment,  STACK’S  shall  be  entitled  to  damages  that  are  the  greater  of  selling  price  or  market,  together  with  any 
supplementary  or  additional  costs. 

29.  STACK’S  at  any  time  may  rescind  the  sale  in  the  event  of  non-payment  or  breach  of  the  warranty  of  title. 

30.  The  sole  remedy  that  any  participant  in  the  auction  shall  have,  whether  bidding  in  person,  by  mail,  or  through  an 
employee  or  agent,  for  any  claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of  the  auction  shall  be  a refund  of  the  original  purchase 
price  and  premium  paid,  if  any.  Interest  shall  be  paid  by  STACK’S  at  a rate  of  no  greater  than  nine  per  cent  (9%)  per 
annum,  up  to  a maximum  of  six  (6)  years,  unless  the  rules  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.  provide  for  a 
higher  rate  of  interest  or  a longer  period  of  time,  in  which  case  such  rules  shall  prevail.  A lower  rate,  or  shorter 
period,  may  be  decided  by  the  arbitrators.  Upon  payment  as  determined  by  the  arbitrators,  or  in  full  at  the  maximum 
rates  set  forth  above,  or  at  an  agreed  rate,  STACK’S  shall  be  deemed  released  from  any  and  all  claims  of  the  bidder 
arising  out  of  or  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  such  property.  Purchaser  agrees  to  execute  prior  to  delivery  of  any 
refund  any  documents  reasonably  requested  to  effect  the  intent  of  this  paragraph.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  all  bidders 
consent  to  these  terms  and  all  other  terms  of  these  conditions  of  sale. 

31.  STACK’S  hereby  disclaims  all  liability  for  damages,  incidental,  consequential  or  otherwise,  arising  out  of  or 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  any  property  by  STACK’S  to  Purchaser.  All  bidders,  even  if  unsuccessful  purchas- 
ers, agree  to  abide  by  this  condition,  and  all  other  conditions  of  sale. 

32.  All  rights  granted  to  the  Purchaser  under  the  within  terms  of  sale  are  personal  to  the  Purchaser.  Purchaser  may  not 
assign  or  transfer  any  of  these  rights  to  any  other  person  or  entity,  whether  by  operation  of  law  or  otherwise.  Any 
attempt  so  to  assign  or  transfer  any  such  rights  shall  be  absolutely  VOID  and  unenforceable.  No  third  party  may  rely 
on  any  benefit  or  right  conferred  by  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  and  terms  of  warranty  on  any  bidder  or 
Purchaser. 

33.  "Purchaser”  shall  mean  the  original  purchaser  of  the  property  from  STACK’S  and  not  any  subsequent  owner  or  other 
person  who  may  have  or  acquire  an  interest  therein.  If  Purchaser  is  an  agent,  the  agency  must  be  disclosed  at  the  time 
of  sale,  otherwise  the  benefits  of  the  warranty  shall  be  limited  to  the  agent  and  not  transferable  to  the  undisclosed 
principal. 

34.  Should  any  third  party  attempt  to  utilize  any  warranties  contained  herein,  they  shall  first  give  STACK’S  thirty  (30) 
days  written  notice  by  Registered  Mail  or  Certified  Mail  Return  Receipt  Requested  during  which  time  STACK’S  may, 
should  it  choose  to  contest  the  third  party’s  claim,  ask  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  or  the  American 
Arbitration  Association  to  appoint  a panel  of  three  arbitrators  skilled  in  the  field  to  make  such  a determination  at 
New  York,  N.Y.  By  seeking  to  use  such  remedy,  the  third  party  unequivocally  and  without  reservation  consents  to 
binding  arbitration,  and  its  conclusive  and  binding  determination  of  any  alleged  damages  as  a sole  remedy.  With 
respect  to  any  other  pertinent  notice  requirements,  venue  and  personal  and  subject  matter  jurisdiction,  said  third 
party  is  bound  to  the  provisions  pertaining  to  bidders,  buyers  and  purchasers,  as  otherwise  provided  for  in  these  Terms 
of  Sale. 

35.  In  the  event  STACK’S  shall,  for  any  reason,  be  unable  to  deliver  the  property  sought  to  be  purchased,  its  liability 
therefore  shall  be  limited  to  the  rescission  of  the  sale  and  refund  of  the  purchase  price  and  buyer’s  premium.  STACK’S 
hereby  disclaims  all  liability  for  damages,  incidental,  consequential  or  otherwise,  arising  out  of  its  failure  to 
deliver  any  property  purchased,  and  all  bidders  agree  to  this  disclaimer. 

36.  If  it  is  determined  that  a bailment  relationship  exists  while  the  material  purchased  is  being  held  by  STACK’S,  for 
Purchaser,  said  relationship  constitutes  a gratuitous  bailment  only,  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  purchaser/bailor,  as 
defined  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

37.  As  a condition  of  bidding,  bidder  acknowledges  that  numismatic  auction  sales  are  unique  in  terms  of  their  tradition 
and  industry  practices.  Each  bidder  agrees  that  any  claim  or  controversy  whatsoever  arising  out  of  this  sale 
shall  be  settled  as  follows:  if  demanded  by  either  buyer,  or  STACK’S  by  binding  arbitration  at  New  York,  New  York, 
under  the  rules  then  obtaining  of  the  Profe.ssional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  or  as  PNG  rules  may  provide,  the 
American  Arbitration  Association.  In  the  event  that  a dispute  arises  between  STACK’S  and  a non-member  of  the  PNG, 


this  means  that  the  American  Arbitration  Association,  at  New  York,  N.Y.,  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
controversy.  In  any  controversy  concerning  non-payment,  STACK’S  shall  have  the  right  to  proceed  by  arbitration  or  by 
a proceeding  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  City,  County,  and  State  of  New  York,  whichever  is  first 
commenced  by  STACK’S.  The  arbitrator  shall  not  have  the  power  to  alter  the  terms  of  condition  of  sale.  Judgment  on 
any  award  may  be  entered  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  The  arbitrators,  and  any  court,  shall  award  the 
prevailing  party  costs  and  reasonable  attorney  fees.  By  bidding  in  this  sale  you  agree  to  be  bound  by  the  arbitration 
provisions  of  the  PNG  as  described  above.  Commencement  of  an  arbitral  proceeding,  or  confirmation  of  an  award,  as 
well  as  any  notice  requirements  connected  with  such  proceeding,  and  any  other  required  service  of  process,  may  be 
made  by  S'TACK’S  upon  all  bidders  by  registered  or  certified  mail  directed  to  the  address  of  the  bidder  or  purchaser  as 
listed  on  the  bid  sheet  or  application  or  form  required  at  the  time  that  a bidder  number  is  issued,  or  by  facsimile 
transmission  with  proof  of  receipt.  Bidder  agrees  that  such  service  shall  constitute  full  in  personam  jurisdiction.  The 
venue  for  such  proceedings  shall  be  the  City  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York  and  each  bidder  agrees  to  in  personam 
(personal)  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York.  In  all  cases,  the  maximum  liability  of  STACK’S  for 
any  item  sold  shall  be  limited  to  the  official  price  of  record  of  the  item  at  this  sale,  without  provision  for  consequential 
damages,  or  any  other  damages  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  unless  the  PNG  rules  provide  otherwise. 

38.  If  the  Purchaser  fails  to  comply  with  one  or  more  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  then,  in  addition  to  all  other 
remedies  which  it  may  have  at  law  or  in  equity,  STACK’S  may,  at  its  sole  option,  either  (a)  cancel  the  sale,  retaining 
as  liquidated  damages  all  payments  made  by  the  Purchaser,  it  being  recognized  that  actual  damages  may  be  specula- 
tive or  difficult  to  compute,  or  (b)  sell  some  or  all  of  the  numismatic  property  and  some  or  all  other  property  of  the 
Purchaser  held  by  STACK’S,  in  a quantity  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  STACK’S  to  satisfy  the  indebtedness,  plus  all 
accrued  charges.  More  than  one  such  sale  may  take  place  at  the  option  of  STACK’S.  Such  sale  may  take  place  without 
notice  to  Purchaser;  if  STACK’S  gives  notice,  it  shall  be  by  regular  mail  to  the  address  utilized  on  the  bid  sheet, 
consignment  agreement  or  other  address  known  to  the  firm.  Such  sale  will  be  at  STACK’S  standard  commission  rates 
at  public  or  private  sale,  within  or  without  the  City  of  New  York,  at  which  time  (if  the  sale  be  at  auction)  the 
defaulting  party  shall  not  bid.  The  proceeds  shall  be  applied  first  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  damages  occasioned  by 
Purchaser’s  breach,  and  then  to  the  payment  of  any  other  indebtedness  owing  to  STACK’S,  including  without  limita- 
tion, commissions,  handling  charges,  the  expenses  of  both  sales,  reasonable  legal  fees  and  collection  agency  fees  and 
any  other  costs  or  expenses  incurred  hereunder.  If  a lot  or  numismatic  item  is  not  paid  for,  and  is  sold  by  STACK’S  for 
Purchaser’s  account,  in  accordance  with  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code,  STACK’S  shall  not  be  required  to  account  to 
the  Purchaser  for  any  excess  proceeds.  Purchaser  is  also  liable  to  STACK’S  if  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales  is 
insufficient  in  the  opinion  of  STACK’S  to  cover  the  indebtedness.  If  other  property  of  Purchaser  is  also  sold,  any  excess 
of  proceeds  will  be  remitted  to  the  Purchaser  after  first  deducting  the  expenses  set  forth  above.  If  Purchaser  fails  to 
remit  sums  due  to  STACK’S,  Purchaser  grants  to  STACK’S  a lien  with  respect  to  such  sum,  with  interest  to  accrue 
thereon  at  the  judgment  rate,  until  actually  paid,  which  lien  shall  apply  against  any  property  of  Purchaser,  including 
any  future  goods  of  Purchaser  coming  into  possession  of  STACK’S.  Purchaser  hereby  waives  all  the  requirements 
of  notice,  advertisement  and  disposition  of  proceeds  required  by  law,  including  those  set  forth  in  New  York 
lien  law,  article  9,  sections  200-204  inclusive,  or  any  successor  statute,  with  respect  to  any  sale.  Purchaser 
waives  a right  to  redeem. 

39.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  postpone  the  sale  by  auction  for  a reasonable  period  of  time  as  a result  of  any 
significant  event  which,  in  the  sole  discretion  of  the  auctioneer,  makes  it  advisable  to  postpone  the  event.  No  bidder  or 
prospective  bidder  or  purchaser  or  prospective  purchaser  shall  have  recourse  as  a result  of  any  postponement.  In  any 
event,  no  person  may  bid  without  registering,  and  ALL  REGISTERED  BIDDERS  including  mail  bidders  and  agents  by 
registering  or  bidding  agree  to  all  of  the  above  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale. 

40.  By  bidding  or  offering  to  bid,  bidders  acknowledge  that  they  have  read  all  of  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  and 
warranty  contained  herein  and  that  they  accept  these  terms  and  conditions  without  reservation.  STACK’S  reserves  the 
right  to  vary  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  by  rider  or  other  means  communicated  to  bidders.  By  purchasing  from 
STACK’S,  whether  present  in  person,  or  by  agent,  by  written  bid,  telephone  or  any  other  means,  the  bidder  agrees  to 
be  bound  by  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale. 


STACK’S  GRADING  POLICY 
For  Mint  State  or  Uncirculated  coins 

Stack’s  believes  that  adjectival  grading  is  the  best  way  to  describe  a coin.  However,  as  numerical  grading 
has  become  part  of  the  grading  vocabulary.  Stack’s  wishes  to  define  the  adjectival  and  numerical  grading  as 
Stack’s  interprets  it  in  this  catalogue.  Others  may  differ  from  this  interpretation.  See  our  Terms  of  Sale  above 
for  a full  explanation. 

Comparative  Grading  Language 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  is  at  least  MS-60  and  means  that  it  is  probable  that  the  coin  has  not  entered 
general  circulation;  the  coin  may  have  heavy  contact  marks,  noticeable  hairlines  and  have  original  luster  (or 
be  impaired).  It  is  the  lowest  state  of  preservation  of  uncirculated  coins.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  is  at 
least  MS-63,  which  means  that  it  has  more  attractive  eye  appeal  than  an  MS-60,  may  have  original  or  slightly 
impaired  luster,  may  have  a few  scattered  hairlines  or  even  a small  patch  of  hairlines;  and  may  have  some 
distracting  contact  marks  in  the  field  or  design.  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  is  at  least  MS-65  and  has  very 
pleasing  eye  appeal  (more  so  than  an  MS-63)  and  full  lustre.  It  may  have  a few  scattered  hairlines  and  may 
also  have  a minimal  number  of  contact  marks.  Scuff  marks  may  show.  STACK’S  does  not  represent  that  a 
numismatic  item  has  or  has  not  been  cleaned;  that  any  toning  is  natural  or  artificial;  that  any  coin  catalogued 
will  meet  the  standards,  or  the  grade,  of  any  third  party  or  third  party  grading  service.  It  should  be  under- 
stood by  all  that  grading  is  a subjective  art  and  that  others  may  differ  from  these  interpretations. 


® Copyright  1990  by  Stack's  New  York  City.  All  rights  in  this  catalogue  are  reserved.  No  part  of  the  contents  may  be  reproduced  or  used  in  any  manner  whatsoever 
without  the  written  permission  of  the  copyright  holder. 


JOHN  WHITNEY  WALTER 


John  Whitney  Walter  (John  Whitney,  as  he  is  best  known  to  the  numismatic  community,  and  owner  of  John 
Whitney  Numismatics)  graduated  with  a Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Norwich  University  in  1955  and  after 
graduation,  served  as  a 1st  Lt.,  Assistant  Adjutant/Personnel  Officer  for  the  4th  Signal  Group,  stationed  in 
Heidelberg,  Germany.  After  his  service  in  the  army,  he  attended  the  Columbia  University  Graduate  School  of 
Business,  and  received  his  Master’s  degree  in  1960.  He  joined  the  Trump  Organization  and  was  the  Chief  Project 
Officer  responsible  for  the  plans  and  construction  of  the  Trump  Village  apartment  community,  a 3,700  unit  complex 
of  seven  23-story  buildings  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Since  electronics  was  his  hobby,  he  had  started,  in  1958,  as  a 
"side  line”  occupation,  the  design  and  installation  of  electronic  transistorized  security  systems.  While  the  security 
business  was  expanding,  building  construction  in  New  York  City  was  reaching  saturation;  so  he  started  full-time 
in  the  security  business  and  also  started  manufacturing  high-tech  sophisticated  equipment  as  well.  In  1971  he 
expanded  into  the  field  of  telecommunications,  and  in  1979,  founded  another  company  to  provide  consulting  services 
on  "special  systems”  (computer,  telephone,  security,  television,  and  audio  systems),  specializing  in  office  buildings, 
large  residential  communities,  and  the  hotel/motel  industry.  His  companies  provided  consulting  services  for  many 
famous  buildings  including  the  Grand  Hyatt  Hotel  and  Trump  Tower  in  New  York,  and  Casino  hotels,  such  as  the 
Four  Queens  in  Las  Vegas,  and  the  Playboy,  Trump  Plaza,  Trump  Castle  and  Trump  Taj  Mahal  in  Atlantic  City. 
In  addition  to  his  electronics,  and  numismatic  interests,  he  is  an  amateur  astronomer,  trivia  expert  and  holds  16 
patents. 

His  early  numismatic  interests  started  in  1951  with  Jack  Friedberg,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Coin  Department 
of  Gimbel’s  department  store,  and  from  whom  he  bought  his  first  copy  of  Yeoman’s  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins.  He  kept  up  a continued  correspondence  with  Friedberg  all  through  his  college  years.  After  the  retirement 
of  Friedberg,  he  met  Nat  Deutsch  of  Coronet  Coin  Shop,  with  whom  he  had  a long  association.  When  he  returned 
from  his  army  service  in  Europe,  being  an  amateur  historian,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  historical  and  artistic 
part  of  numismatics.  This  led  him  first  to  the  U.S.  commemoratives  and  then  to  the  early  U.S.  coins,  specifically 
the  year  1796  (he  discovered  it  to  be  the  only  complete  denominational  year  in  18th  century  U.S.  coinage),  a 
category  in  which  he  has  been  specializing  for  over  30  years,  and  for  which  he  is  well  known  and  respected, 
receiving  the  nickname  "Mr.  1796”  from  Walter  Breen. 

His  interest  in  ancient  coins  started  in  1957  when  he  purchased  two  Roman  Republican  Denarii  from  a coin 
dealer  in  Rome,  but  his  research  was  primarily  spent  on  1796  dated  U.S.  coins  in  the  1960’s  and  1970’s.  We  first 
met  John  when  he  came  to  Stack’s  in  1982,  introducing  himself  to  us  as  a specialist  in  1796  U.S.  coins.  In  the  early 
1980’s  he  also  turned  his  attention  back  to  ancient  historical  coins.  He  first  met  Harlan  Berk  in  1984  when  he 
purchased  the  Aelius  Aureus,  thus  forming  the  basis  of  the  collection  offered  for  sale  in  this  catalogue.  He  then  set 
about  (with  determination,  money  and  luck)  the  seemingly  impossible  task  of  acquiring  one  portrait  Aureus  of  each 
Roman  "superstar”  from  Sulla  to  Severus  Alexander.  This  period  of  time,  he  decided  from  his  historical  research, 
was  the  "glory  years  of  Rome”  for  which  Aurei  could  be  acquired,  although  many  were  of  the  highest  rarity.  What 
was  to  result  from  this  effort?  Namely,  the  finest  and  only  complete  set  of  Roman  portrait  Aurei  containing  one 
of  each  of  the  dictators,  imperators,  and  emperors  between  82  B.C.  through  235  A.D.,  ever  to  be  publicly  auctioned 
in  this  century.  Given  the  extreme  rarity  of  this  collection,  we  doubt  that  this  record  can  ever  be  duplicated  again, 
especially  considering  the  fact  that  many  of  the  pieces  are  either  the  finest  or  among  the  finest  known,  and  also 
that  most  of  the  extant  ultra  rarities  reside  in  permanent  museum  collections. 

John  Whitney  Numismatics 

RO.  Box  935 

Plandome,  New  York  11030 


Cover  Design  By 
Elizabeth  Pfliig  McMahon 


— 6 — 


SULLA 


ROME’S  317  "GOLDEN  MILITARY  YEARS’’ 

AS  REPRESENTED  BY  PORTRAIT  AUREI  OF 
EACH  OF  ITS  DICTATORS  / IMPERATORS  / EMPERORS 
FROM  LUCIUS  SULLA  TO  SEVERUS  ALEXANDER 

82  B.C.  to  235  A.D. 

The  Republican  Era  of  Rome’s  early  history  (504-100  B.C.)  was  marked  by  a Senatorial  form  of  government  where 
power  resided  in  a number  of  important  families,  most  of  whom  boasted  ancient  lineage.  However,  the  need  to 
protect  Rome’s  vast  and  steadily  increasing  conquests  from  outside  enemies,  or  from  insurrection  and  rebellion, 
gave  rise  to  a military  elite  who  could  rely  on  the  allegiance  of  their  legions.  Since  the  armies  were  more  and  more 
composed  largely  of  professionals,  who  fought  for  gold,  silver,  and  plunder,  they  had  little  allegiance  to  the  Senate’s 
civilian  authority  which  was  usually  many  week’s  journey  away.  Each  conquest  raised  the  stature  of  the  successful 
commander  in  the  eyes  of  Rome’s  citizenry  as  the  victors  paraded  with  lavish  pomp  through  Rome’s  streets  to  be 
awarded  another  Senatorial  trophy.  This  continual  recognition  and  military  cult  mentality  became  the  breeding 
ground  for  Dictators:  Sulla,  Pompey  and  Caesar,  whose  power,  based  on  their  legions,  was  necessary  to  control  the 
vast  resources  of  land  and  subject  peoples  which  their  armies  had  conquered. 

While  Sulla,  Pompey,  Caesar,  Antony,  Tiberius,  Vespasian,  Titus  and  Septimius  Severus  were  well  known  and 
respected  for  their  military  acumen — Augustus,  Claudius,  Trajan,  and  Hadrian  will  be  mostly  remembered  as  the 
builders  of  Rome.  While  Caligula,  Nero,  Vitellius,  Domitian,  Commodus,  Didius  Julianus,  Caracalla  and 
Elagabalus  left  no  noble  marks  on  Rome’s  history — Nerva,  Trajan,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Pius  and  Marcus  Aurelius 
will  be  remembered  for  PJome’s  Golden  Age. 

The  following  is  a brief  historical  account  of  how  these  ROMAN  MEN  OF  HISTORY  coveted  or  acquiesced,  to 
become  Rome’s  primary  leaders.  Each  is  represented  by  an  Aureus — Rome’s  highest  denomination  as  a 
commercially  circulated  coin.  Rome’s  first  Aureus  was  struck  under  Sulla’s  orders,  presumably  under  the  authority 
of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  pay  for  his  military  forces.  In  good  Republican  tradition,  however,  no  Roman  portrait 
Aurei  were  struck  until  Octavian  ordered  a posthumous  issue  honoring  his  adoptive  father  Julius  (who  had  issued 
the  first  living  portrait  silver  Denarius  during  the  last  few  months  of  his  life).  Appropriately  a year  later,  Brutus 
issued  an  Aureus  with  his  portrait  and  his  title  IMP  (Imperator).  Similarly,  the  Aureus  depicting,  on  the  reverse, 
the  portrait  of  Pompey  Magnus  (and  his  older  son,  Magnus  Junior),  was  issued  by  his  younger  son,  Sextus  Pompey 
(whose  portrait  is  on  the  obverse),  about  six  years  after  his  father’s  death.  True  to  his  Republican  principles,  Cassius 
followed  the  previous  Republican  practice  of  using  images  of  deities  instead  of  mortals. 


THE  DICTATORS 


LUCIUS  CORNELIUS  SULLA 
Dictator,  82-79  B.C. 

Born  138  - died  78  B.C.,  age  60 


LUCIUS  CORNELIUS  SULLA  first  gained  distinction  in  107  B.C.,  as  QUAESTOR  (a  judge  of  criminal  cases  and 
State  Treasurer)  under  General  Gains  Marius  (155-86  B.C.),  by  capturing  Jugurtha  in  the  Jugurthine  War.  In  the 
period  104-101  B.C.,  two  great  hordes  of  barbarians,  the  Teutones  and  Cimbri,  migrated  south  towards  Italy.  Sulla 
aided  Marius  in  evicting  the  barbarians,  at  which  time  Marius  was  hailed  as  "Rome’s  Deliverer.” 

In  the  "Social  War”  (90-88  B.C.)  the  now  aged  Marius  regained  some  of  his  lost  political  prestige  (which  had 
diminished  after  the  barbarian  campaign),  with  some  early  military  successes  in  90  B.C.,  but  the  younger,  energetic 
Sulla  outshone  his  "mentor.”  In  88  B.C.  Sulla  was  elected  CONSUL  (an  annual  office,  the  highest  of  the  Roman 
magistracies)  by  the  Senate  and  (instead  of  Marius)  was  given  the  command  of  the  war  to  support  the  invasion  by 
Nicomedes,  the  King  of  neighboring  Bithynia,  against  Mithradates  VI,  The  Great,  the  most  celebrated  of  the  line 
of  Kings  of  Pontus  (the  first  Mithradatic  War  88-84  B.C.).  After  Sulla’s  departure  from  Rome,  but  before  he  left 
Italy,  Marius  conspired  with  members  of  the  Senate  to  have  the  command  transferred  to  himself  Sulla,  upon 
hearing  the  news,  returned  to  Rome  with  his  army  and  defeated  Marius’  supporters,  whereupon  Marius  fled  the 
city.  However,  while  Sulla  was  occupied  by  the  Mithradatic  War,  Marius  returned  to  Rome  and  after  a reign  of 
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terror,  which  disposed  of  most  of  Sulla’s  supporters  and  their  property,  was  appointed  to  his  seventh  Consulship  by 
the  Senate.  Marius  died  a few  weeks  after  his  appointment,  but  his  Marian  Party  was  again  left  in  control  of  Rome. 
Marius  is  credited  with  creating  Rome’s  first  standing  army  of  professional  soldiers,  as  well  as  being  a great 
general.  No  Aurei  were  issued  under  the  authority  of  Marius. 

In  the  meantime,  Sulla  was  engaged  in  a long  siege  of  Athens,  which  had  supported  Mithradates  VI.  Sulla 
prevailed,  and  took  the  city  in  86  B.C.  After  defeating  Archelaus,  one  of  Mithradates’  Generals,  Sulla  left  Greece 
and  crossed  the  Hellespont,  whereupon  he  secured  a peace  with  Mithradates  VI  in  84  B.C.  Later,  Mithradates 
successfully  repelled  Nicomedes,  forcing  his  armies  to  flee  back  to  Bithynia.  Mithradates  subsequently  massacred 
80,000  Romans  who  still  lived  within  his  kingdom  for  supporting  Nicomedes’  invasion.  News  of  the  massacre 
resulted  in  the  second  Mithradatic  War  (83-82  B.C.),  which  reduced  all  Mithradates  Vi’s  Asian  holdings  to  the 
control  of  the  Roman  commander  Flavius  Fimbria.  The  third  Mithradatic  War  (74-65  B.C.)  ended  Mithradates’ 
pressure  on  Bithynia,  and  after  his  retreat,  his  son,  Mithradates  VII,  turned  against  him  and  attacked  his  army. 
Mithradates  committed  suicide  in  63  B.C. 

When  Sulla  returned  with  his  army  to  Rome,  he  was  received  triumphantly  for  his  great  military  success  in 
Greece.  However,  upon  discovering  the  brutality  of  Marius  and  his  party  members  while  he  was  fighting 
Mithradates,  Sulla  retaliated  by  promptly  proscribing  the  Marian  Party  and  their  property,  and  declaring  himself 
Dictator  in  82  B.C. 

After  Sulla’s  reign  of  terror  against  the  Marians  and  their  supporters,  Sulla  set  about  rebuilding  the  influence 
of  the  Senate,  which  had  lost  considerable  prestige,  influence  and  members  over  the  previous  50  years.  Sulla  used 
his  Dictatorial  powers  for  statesmanlike  purposes.  He  restored  the  Senate’s  right  to  sit  on  juries  to  try  provincial 
governors  on  extortion  charges.  He  limited  the  powers  of  Tribunes,  the  popular  leaders.  He  also  created  a number 
of  permanent  courts,  each  under  the  presidency  of  a Praetor. 

Sulla  retired  from  active  government  life  in  79  B.C.  He  was  a well  respected  and  able  general,  well  versed 
politician,  and  respected  statesman.  However,  when  he  died  in  78  B.C.,  he  left  many  enemies;  most  notable  among 
them  was  Julius  Caesar. 


POMPEY  THE  GREAT 
Dictator,  53  - 48  B.C. 

Born  106  - died  48  B.C.,  age  58 

GNAEUS  POMPEIUS  MAGNUS  was  Rome’s  most  famous  general.  When  he  was  17  years  old,  he  served  in  the 
Social  War  (90-88  B.C.).  He  fought  on  the  side  of  Sulla  against  the  Marians  in  83  B.C.  (when  Sulla  returned  to  Italy 
after  the  Mithradatic  War)  and  was  largely  responsible  for  Sulla’s  victory  over  the  army  of  the  Marian  Party.  After 
his  successful  campaign  in  Africa  in  81  B.C.,  he  was  given  the  surname  "MAGNUS”  (the  Great).  He  then  led  a 
victorious  five-year  campaign  against  the  Marian  leader,  Sertorius,  in  Spain,  ending  in  71  B.C.  Pompey  then 
claimed  credit  for  the  final  victory  over  the  embarrassing  slave  revolt  led  by  the  slave  Spartacus,  even  though  the 
battle  was  actually  won  by  Marcus  Licinius  Crassus  (115-53  B.C.,  an  extremely  wealthy,  equestrian  champion  and 
Roman  Knight).  Pompey  was  appointed  Consul  in  70  B.C. 

After  his  Consulship  appointment,  he  set  out  to  rid  the  Mediterranean  Sea  of  pirates,  accomplishing  the  task  in 
three  months  in  67  B.C.  In  66  B.C.,  he  took  command  of  the  victorious  Roman  army  from  Licinius  Lucullus,  whose 
brilliant  victories  over  Mithradates  were  not  swift  enough  for  Rome’s  impatient  Senate.  Pompey  brought  the  Third 
Mithradatic  War  (74-65  B.C.)  to  a victorious  conclusion,  whereupon  he  annexed  Syria  and  Palestine  as  part  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  By  this  time  Pompey  had  assumed  almost  dictatorial  powers  which  had  been  granted  to  him  by 
the  Senate  for  the  conduct  of  the  Mithradatic  War.  He  put  aside  these  powers,  and  returned  to  Rome  where,  in  60 
B.C.,  he  formed  an  alliance  with  Caius  Julius  Caesar  and  Marcus  Crassus,  who  had  defeated  Spartacus’  slave 
revolt.  This  coalition  became  known  as  the  "First  Triumvirate.”  Hindsight  suggests  that  60  B.C.,  the  date  of  the 
formation  of  the  First  Triumvirate,  marks  the  planting  of  the  seed  of  Roman  imperial  government. 

Pompey  promptly  married  Caesar’s  daughter,  Julia,  further  cementing  the  relationship  between  them,  as  Pompey 
and  Caesar  had  been  on  opposite  sides  in  the  war  between  the  Marian  and  Sulla  parties,  Caesar  having  been  a 
Marian,  who  narrowly  escaped  Sulla’s  purge  of  Rome  after  Marius’  death.  Crassus  had  already  shown  his  loyalty 
to  Pompey  by  his  valor  in  the  field  of  battle. 

Caesar  left  Rome  to  assume  the  conquest  of  Gaul  (59-49  B.C.),  leaving  Pompey  and  Crassus  in  charge  of 
administration  in  Rome.  However,  Pompey’s  wife,  Julia,  died  soon  after  in  54  B.C.,  and  Crassus  was  killed  in  53 
B.C.  at  Carrhae,  while  undertaking  an  expedition  into  Mesopotamia  against  the  Parthians.  With  Julia  (Caesar’s 
daughter)  and  Crassus  gone,  there  was  no  one  to  protect  Caesar’s  interests  (to  balance  Pompey’s)  in  Rome  while 
he  was  still  campaigning  in  Gaul.  As  a result,  their  relationship  became  strained.  While  Caesar  was  gaining  victory 
after  victory,  rivaling  Pompey’s  past  victories,  and  receiving  Senatorial  accolades,  Pompey  was  getting  jealous. 
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Pompey  was  then  named  sole  Consul  for  the  year  53  B.C.,  usurping  Caesar’s  Consulship.  Finally,  when  Caesar  was 
confronted  in  52  B.C.  with  a massive  rebellion  in  Gaul,  Pompey  took  advantage  of  the  situation  to  ally  himself  with 
the  Senatorial  Party.  Caesar  was  already  aligned  with  the  Democrat  Party  (the  Populares)  which  was  opposed  to 
the  Senatorial  nobility.  Pompey  was  now  the  acknowledged  military  and  political  leader  in  Rome;  the  die  was  cast. 
On  January  1st,  49  B.C.,  the  Senate  ordered  Caesar  to  give  up  his  command  in  Gaul,  and  return  to  Rome  as  a 
private  citizen. 

Civil  war  was  now  imminent;  Caesar  deliberately  gathered  his  army  and  crossed  the  Rubicon  River  which  formed 
the  border  between  his  province  and  mainland  Italy  and  proceeded  onward  toward  Rome.  Pompey  had  miscalculated 
Caesar’s  resolve.  He  took  his  hastily  mobilized  army  (along  with  the  majority  of  the  now  terrified  Senate)  and  fled 
across  the  Adriatic  Sea.  Caesar  entered  Rome  without  resistance.  Pompey  set  about  building  an  army  in  Greece  for 
the  onslaught  of  Caesar  which  was  expected  imminently.  Caesar  instead  moved  on  to  Spain,  however,  and  quickly 
removed  his  enemies  and  Pompey  supporters,  thereby  protecting  his  rear.  He  then  returned  to  Italy  and  sailed 
across  the  Adriatic  to  soundly  defeat  Pompey’s  unprepared  army  in  a decisive  battle  at  Pharsalus  in  Thessaly  on 
August  9,  48  B.C.  Pompey  retreated  on  a ship  bound  for  Egypt,  whereupon  he  was  brutally  slain  by  order  of 
Ptolemy,  King  of  Egypt.  Pompey,  although  at  the  time  renowned  as  Rome’s  finest  general,  was  outclassed  by 
Caesar,  whose  strategic  planning  was  clearly  greater  than  Pompey’s  bravado. 

There  are  no  Aurei  with  an  obverse  depiction  of  Pompey  the  Great.  His  head  faces  that  of  Pompey  Junior  on  Aurei 
of  Sextus  Pompey  (see  coins  3 and  12). 


CAIUS  JULIUS  CAESAR 
Dictator,  48  - 44  B.C. 

Born  100  - died  44  B.C.,  age  56 

CAIUS  JULIUS  CAESAR,  son  of  Caius  Caesar  and  Aurelia,  was  born  on  July  13th,  100  B.C.,  to  an  aristocratic 
family.  Early  in  his  career,  however,  he  identified  himself  politically  with  the  Democrat  Party  (Populares)  which 
opposed  the  Senatorial  nobility.  He  thus  became  a political  enemy  of  Sulla  and  only  with  the  covert  aid  of  some 
powerful  friends  escaped  Sulla’s  reign  of  terror  (83-82  B.C.)  and  fled  to  Rhodes.  He  used  the  time  away  from  Rome 
while  in  Rhodes  to  learn  oratorical  skills  and  gathered  some  military  experience  along  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

After  the  death  of  Sulla  in  78  B.C.,  Caesar  returned  to  rejoin  the  few  remaining  Democrats  still  in  Rome.  He 
began  rebuilding  relationships  aimed  at  forming  a foundation  for  possible  future  power.  When  Pompey  and  Crassus 
received  their  Consulships  in  70  B.C.,  most  of  Sulla’s  laws  were  abrogated.  In  69  B.C.,  Caesar  managed  to  be 
assigned  as  Quaestor  in  Spain  and  then  in  65  B.C.  was  appointed  AEDILE  (an  official  in  charge  of  buildings,  etc.). 
He  received  the  coveted  PONTIFEX  MAXIMUS  (Chief  lYiest  of  the  Gods)  in  63  B.C. 

Caesar  was  suspected  of  having  secret  knowledge  of  a conspiracy  centered  around  Lucius  Sergius  Catalina 
involving  a plan  for  the  burning  of  Rome  and  the  murder  of  many  of  the  Chief  Magistrates.  Crassus  was  also 
suspected  of  being  involved.  Catalina  was  killed  by  Metellus  Celer  and  Gaius  Antonius,  after  many  of  Catalina’s 
followers  had  been  arrested  and  executed.  Somehow,  Caesar  (and  Crassus)  managed  to  disassociate  themselves  from 
the  conspiracy.  Despite  the  suspicion  of  Caesar’s  possible  prior  knowledge  of  the  so-called  "Cataline  Conspiracy,” 
Caesar  managed  to  be  elected  PRAETOR  (Magistrate,  the  office  just  below  Consul)  in  62  B.C.,  in  which  he  served 
with  distinction. 

His  major  political  achievement,  however,  was  the  formation  of  the  "First  Triumvirate”  with  Pompey  and 
Crassus,  whereby  he  associated  himself  with  the  two  most  powerful  politicians  and  military  men  of  the  day.  Caesar, 
as  part  of  the  agreement,  became  Consul  in  59  B.C.  and  received  a commission  to  go  to  Illyricum  and  Cisalpine  and 
Transalpine  Gaul  as  Governor  for  a period  of  five  years,  a term  later  extended  to  ten  years. 

Caesar’s  military  exploits  in  the  West  rivaled  those  of  Pompey’s  in  the  East.  Caesar  was  able  to  add  all  of  Gaul 
between  the  Rhine  River  and  the  Pyrenees  Mountains  to  the  ^man  Empire.  This  was  in  addition  to  two  "Warning 
Expeditions”  which  he  had  made  to  the  coast  of  Britain.  Caesar’s  military  accomplishments,  together  with  the  death 
of  his  daughter,  Julia,  Pompey’s  first  wife,  and  the  death  of  Crassus  in  53  B.C.  prompted  the  bitter  rivalry  between 
Caesar  and  Pompey,  which  eventually  forced  the  two  former  associates  into  a war  in  which  Caesar  soundly  defeated 
Pompey’s  army  at  Pharsalus  in  Thessaly,  on  August  9,  48  B.C.  The  fleeing  Pompey  was  immediately  killed  upon 
landing  in  Egypt. 

After  the  death  of  Pompey,  Caesar  continued  to  blockade  the  port  of  Alexandria,  where  he  met  Cleopatra  VII, 
eldest  daughter  of  Ptolemy  Auletes,  King  of  Egypt.  He  became  intimately  involved  with  her  and  it  is  believed  that 
they  may  have  had  a son.  When  Caesar  left  Egypt,  Cleopatra  had  ascended  the  throne  of  Egypt,  sharing  it  with 
her  brothers,  Ptolemy  XIII  and  XIV.  Caesar  spent  the  next  two  years  defeating  the  remnants  of  Pompey’s  Senatorial 
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armies  at  Thapsus  in  Northern  Africa  in  46  B.C.  and  at  Munda  in  Spain  on  March  17,  45  B.C.,  where  Pompey’s 
two  sons  barely  escaped  with  their  lives.  Finally,  he  conducted  a swift  five-day  campaign  which  defeated  Pharnaces 
II  of  Pontus  and  produced  Caesar’s  famous  boast  "Veni,  Vidi,  Vici”  (I  came,  I saw,  I conquered). 

Caesar  was  now  undisputed  ruler  of  the  Graeco-Roman  world,  and  he  proposed  to  rule  it  with  sole  authority  as 
Dictator.  He  expanded  the  Senate’s  membership  to  dilute  its  authority  and  some  of  its  control  of  commerce.  He 
regulated  and  systematized  municipal  government  throughout  Italy  and  introduced  social  and  economic  reforms, 
including  a drastic  reduction  of  the  number  receiving  the  dole  of  grain.  He  fixed  the  annual  rate  of  interest  at  12%. 
He  completely  reformed  the  old  Roman  calendar  into  a scientific  one  based  upon  astronomical  calculations  which 
included  the  concept  of  Leap  Year  (now  called  the  Julian  Calendar).  He  had  planned  the  construction  of  a major 
canal  through  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth,  and  a codification  of  the  now  existing  Roman  Law,  but  all  this  came  to  a 
sudden  end  with  his  assassination  by  Marcus  Brutus  and  Gains  Cassius  on  the  Ides  of  March,  44  B.C.  Caesar  had 
understood  that  the  Republican  form  of  government  controlled  by  a corrupt  Senatorial  oligarchy  was  unable  to 
manage  Rome’s  vast  new  empire.  Caesar  felt  that  a Dictator  was  the  best  way  to  control  the  many  competing  power 
groups  in  the  Senate.  His  assassins  felt  he  was  trying  to  form  an  eastern  style  monarchy  and  wanted  to  protect  their 
special  interests  while  using  the  restoration  of  the  Republic  as  a rallying  cry.  Shortly  before  his  death,  Caesar  had 
written  a will  in  which  he  adopted  as  his  son,  his  great-nephew  Caius  Octavius,  a then  relatively  young  though 
prominent  member  of  Caesar’s  entourage.  By  the  stroke  of  fate,  this  Octavius  would  later  become  Rome’s  first 
Emperor. 


THE  IMPERATORS 


MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS 
Imperator,  44-42  B.C. 

Born  85  - died  42  B.C.,  age  43 

MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS  descended  from  a long  line  of  distinguished  Roman  Republican  ancestors.  According 
to  Roman  tradition,  one  of  these,  Lucius  Junius  Brutus,  the  so-called  "Founder  of  the  Republic”  and  Consul  in  504 
B.C.,  took  a leading  part  in  expelling  King  Thrquinius  Superbus,  the  last  of  the  Etruscan  Kings.  In  54  B.C.,  as 
Moneyer  of  the  Rome  Mint,  Brutus  issued  silver  Denarii  honoring  two  of  his  most  illustrious  ancestors,  the 
aforementioned  Lucius  and  C.  Servilius  Ahala,  Master  of  Horse  in  439  B.C.,  celebrating  the  commitment  of  his 
family  to  the  freedom  of  the  Republic. 

In  48  B.C.,  Brutus  sided  with  Pompey  in  the  war  against  Caesar,  but  two  years  later  the  naive  Caesar  pardoned 
Brutus^  and  appointed  him  to  the  Governorship  of  Cisalpine  Gaul.  Caesar’s  kind  treatment  of  Brutus,  despite 
Brutus  continuing  criticism  of  Caesar’s  dictatorship,  continued  through  the  next  two  years,  even  to  include  the 
promise  of  the  governorship  of  Macedonia  to  Brutus. 

However,  Brutus,  along  with  Gains  Cassius,  led  a group  of  irreconcilable  nobles  in  an  assassination  plot.  They 
surrounded  Caesar  in  the  Senate  chambers  on  March  15th,  44  B.C.,  the  Ides  of  March,  Cassius  first  stabbing  Caesar 
in  the  neck,  and  Brutus  delivering  the  fatal  wound.  The  immediate  public  outcry,  skillfully  orchestrated  by  Mark 
Antony,  forced  Brutus  and  Cassius  to  flee  to  Macedonia. 

While  in  Macedonia,  Brutus  assembled  a considerable  army  while  he  kept  his  lines  of  communication  open  to 
Rome.  Although  the  Senate  did  not  initially  approve  of  Brutus’  occupation  in  Greece,  having  granted  him  another 
province  instead,  they  eventually  legalized  his  occupation  in  February  43  B.C.  In  the  summer  of  42  B.C.,  Brutus 
^^s  joined  by  his  co-conspirator,  Cassius  with  his  Syrian  army  to  meet  the  armies  of  Antony  and  Octavian 
(Oct^ian  being  ill  at  the  time  of  battle).  In  the  ensuing  two  battles  at  Philippi  in  Thessaly  the  armies  of  Brutus 
and  Cassius  proved  to  be  no  match  for  Antony.  Rather  than  be  captured,  the  two  co-conspirators  each  separately 
committed  suicide,  Brutus  by  falling  on  a friend’s  sword.  Octavian  brought  Brutus’  severed  head  back  to  Rome  and 
threw  it  at  the  foot  of  Caesar’s  statue  to  show  to  all  in  Rome  that  Caesar’s  death  had  been  avenged. 

Although  Brutus  cause  may  have  been  noble,  his  motives  were  less  so.  His  actions  and  association  with  the 
noblemen  and  special  interest  groups  of  Rome  professed  the  goal  of  the  restoration  of  the  Flepublic.  In  actual  fact, 
however,  Brutus  seemed  preoccupied  with  monopolizing  commercial  advantage  and  government  appointments.  It 
IS  certainly  doubtful  whether  Brutus’  ancestor  Lucius  would  have  approved! 
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CASSIUS,  SEXTUS  POMPEY 


GAIUS  CASSIUS  LONGINUS 
Imperator,  44  - 42  B.C. 

Died  42  B.C. 

Not  much  is  known  about  GAIUS  CASSIUS  LONGINUS’  early  life,  although  it  is  known  that  he  was  appointed 
a Quaestor  in  53  B.C.  when  he  served  under  Marcus  Crassus  against  the  Parthians,  and  that  he  had  saved  the 
remnants  of  the  Roman  army  which  had  been  defeated  at  Carrhae.  He  then  spent  the  next  two  years  repelling 
Parthian  counterattacks  against  his  army  in  Syria,  where  he  formed  a power  base  that  allowed  him  to  extort  money 
from  anyone  who  wished  to  trade  in  the  area.  He  was  appointed  a Tribune  in  49  B.C.  Then  he  sided  with  Pompey 
against  Caesar  and  was  later  pardoned  by  the  naive  Caesar  and  made  a Legate  in  48  B.C.  After  Caesar’s  pardon, 
Cassius  became  politically  active  in  "Republican  Causes”  and  aligned  himself  with  the  wealthy  nobles  of  Rome.  In 
44  B.C.  he  became  a Praetor,  and  it  was  proposed  that  he  be  given  governorship  of  the  Syrian  provinces  the 
following  year.  Earlier,  as  a supporter  of  Pompey,  Cassius  had  been  an  associate  of  Brutus,  and  the  association  grew 
as  both  of  them  had  the  same  goal,  to  be  part  of  the  mercantile  monopoly  which  virtually  controlled  the  Senatorial 
appointments.  As  Caesar  moved  to  end  the  appointment  system,  Cassius  and  Brutus  conspired  with  the  noblemen 
to  assassinate  Caesar  in  the  Senate  chamber  on  March  15,  44  B.C.  Due  to  the  public  outcry  orchestrated  by  Mark 
Antony,  Cassius  was  forced  to  flee  Rome,  first  to  Sicily  where  he  was  given  a commission  to  export  corn  to  Italy; 
then  in  September,  to  Syria,  where  he  already  had  many  associations.  There,  he  ousted  Dolabella,  one  of  Mark 
Antony’s  Counselors,  and  assembled  an  army.  In  the  summer  of  42  B.C.,  he  joined  his  forces  with  those  of  his 
co-conspirator,  Brutus,  to  meet  the  army  of  Antony  and  Octavian  at  Philippi,  where  he  was  defeated.  He  committed 
suicide  by  ordering  his  shield  bearer  to  kill  him.  No  portrait  coins  are  known  for  Cassius. 


SEXTUS  POMPEY  MAGNUS 
Imperator,  40  - 35  B.C. 
Born  65  - died  24  B.C.,  age  30 


SEXTUS  POMPEIUS  MAGNUS  was  born  in  Rome,  the  youngest  son  of  Pompey  Magnus  and  his  third  wife, 
MUCIA.  He  and  his  older  brother,  Gnaeus  Pompeius  Magnus  Junior,  fought  unsuccessfully  against  Caesar  in 
Africa  and  at  Munda  in  Spain,  and  managed  to  escape  before  their  army  was  defeated  in  45  B.C.  Caesar  pardoned 
Sextus  and  his  brother  after  Marcus  Aemilius  Lepidus,  the  junior  member  of  Octavian’s  "Second  Triumvirate,” 
arranged  a reconciliation  with  the  Senate.  Little  else  is  known  about  Sextus’  older  brother,  Magnus  (who  is  also 
depicted  with  his  father  on  the  reverse  of  this  Aureus,  which  is  the  only  Gold  issue  struck  by  Sextus). 

In  43  B.C.,  Sextus  was  given  the  Senatorial  appointment  of  Naval  Commander  with  the  title,  "Praefectus  Classis 
et  Orae  Maritima.”  However,  by  August,  his  command  was  outlawed.  He  then  illegally  used  his  extensive  fleet  of 
ships  to  rescue  the  men  escaping  the  advancing  forces  of  Octavian  and  Antony,  who  were  conscripting  men  to  serve 
in  their  armies  which  were  being  assembled  to  fight  Brutus  and  Cassius.  Sextus  occupied  Sicily  and  used  it  as  a 
base  of  operations  to  blockade  and  harass  the  western  ports  of  Italy.  Finally,  in  40-39  B.C.,  a peace  was  arranged 
between  Sextus,  Octavian  and  Antony,  and  Sextus  was  given  the  governorship  of  Sicily  and  Greece  in  exchange 
for  lifting  his  blockade. 

However,  Sextus  was  still  "Master  of  the  Mediterranean,”  and  skirmishes  between  his  ships  and  those  of 
Octavian  continued.  In  the  end,  Octavian  was  forced  to  send  his  old  schoolmate,  Marcus  Agrippa,  a consummate 
admiral,  with  his  fleet  to  drive  Sextus  from  his  base  in  Sicily,  forcing  him  to  flee  to  Asia  where  he  was  eventually 
taken  prisoner  by  Agrippa  and  killed  in  35  B.C. 
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MARK  ANTONY 


MARK  ANTONY 
Imperator,  46  - 30  B.C. 

Born  83  - died  30  B.C.,  age  53 

MARCUS  ANTONIUS,  whose  Mother  was  related  to  Caesar,  was  an  early  supporter  of  Caesar.  He  served  with 
distinction  as  a cavalry  commander  in  Judaea  and  Egypt  under  Aulus  Gabinius  in  57-54  B.C.  He  was  then  assigned 
to  Caesar’s  army  in  Gaul  and  given  the  title  of  Tribune  of  the  People  and  AUGUR  (priest  and  soothsayer)  in  49 
B.C.,  and  appointed  Consul  in  48  B.C.  He  was  so  vigorous  in  his  support  of  Caesar  at  the  outbreak  of  the  hostilities 
between  Caesar  and  Pompey,  that  he  was  expelled  from  the  Senate  chambers.  He  was,  in  fact,  Caesar’s  "right-hand 
man’’  throughout  the  campaign  against  Pompey  and  again  later  against  the  Republicans  led  by  Brutus.  It  was 
Antony  who  was  largely  responsible  for  turning  public  opinion  against  Brutus  and  Cassius,  forcing  them  to  flee 
Rome  after  Caesar’s  assassination. 

After  Caesar’s  assassination,  Antony  attempted  to  obtain  Cisalpine  Gaul  from  its  Governor  Decimus  Brutus,  an 
early  rival  of  Antony  when  Antony  was  attached  to  Caesar’s  camp  in  Gaul.  But  Octavian,  Caesar’s  recently-adopted 
son,  convinced  the  Senate  to  support  himself  with  several  legions  in  a battle  against  Antony  at  Mutina  in  43  B.C., 
in  which  Antony’s  army  was  defeated.  Soon  thereafter,  Antony  and  Octavian  were  reconciled,  and  together  with 
Marcus  Aemilius  Lepidus  (an  old  colleague  of  Caesar,  Consul  in  46  B.C.,  and  supporter  of  Caesar  in  his  war  with 
Pompey),  formed  the  "Second  Triumvirate”  in  43  B.C.,  with  Octavian  and  Antony  having  equal  status  and  Lepidus 
being  a junior  partner.  The  Triumvirs,  in  order  to  pay  their  troops,  refill  their  coffers,  and  avenge  Caesar,  now  let 
loose  the  bloodiest  reign  of  terror  in  Roman  history.  Antony  set  about  assembling  an  army  by  conscripting  men  in 
the  provinces  and  butchering  Brutus’  and  Cassius’  supporters  in  the  process.  In  42  B.C.,  Antony,  assisted  by 
Octavian’s  army  (Octavian  was  ill  at  the  time)  defeated  the  armies  of  Brutus  and  Cassius  in  two  separate  battles 
at  Philippi  in  Thessaly. 

After  the  Battle  of  Philippi,  Octavian  returned  to  Rome,  while  Antony  remained  in  Thrsus  in  Asia  Minor,  which 
was  his  province,  to  rest  with  his  army.  While  in  Thrsus,  he  summoned  Cleopatra  VII,  now  Queen  of  Egypt,  and 
former  lover  of  Caesar,  to  answer  reports  that  she  had  aided  his  enemies,  a charge  from  which  she  successfully 
exonerated  herself.  The  two  of  them  then  went  to  Alexandria,  Egypt,  where  history  informs  us  of  the  complete 
attraction  each  had  for  the  other.  Fellow  officers  of  Antony’s  legions  said  he  was  under  her  "spell,”  and  he  spent 
most  of  his  time  during  the  winter  of  41-40  B.C.  in  her  court.  However,  Antony  tired  of  Cleopatra,  and  in  order  to 
show  his  continued  friendship  with  Octavian,  married  Octavian’s  sister,  Octavia.  In  return  Antony  was  formally 
assigned  the  control  of  the  East,  which  he  consolidated  by  brilliant,  although  unprofitable  campaigns  against  the 
Parthians  in  Mesopotamia.  The  Triumvirate  was  renewed  for  an  additional  five  years,  in  37  B.C. 

Lepidus,  a successful  general  in  his  own  right,  tired  of  handling  administrative  matters  in  Rome  and  as  Governor 
in  Africa.  Consequently  he  made  an  ill-fated  attempt  to  acquire  Sicily  for  himself  in  36  B.C.  As  a result,  he  was 
deprived  of  all  his  powers  and  administrative  offices  except  that  of  Pontifex  Maximus,  which  he  held  until  his  death 
in  exile  in  13  B.C.  This  reduced  the  Triumvirate  effectively  to  two  partners,  an  association  that  became  increasingly 
strained.  Antony  controlled  the  military  power  of  the  East,  and  Octavian  held  the  West.  Antony  infuriated  Octavian 
as  well  as  his  own  supporters  by  his  notorious  infidelity  toward  Octavia,  Octavian’s  sister.  He  again  consorted  with 
Cleopatra,  granting  her  "gifts”  of  kingdoms  and  provinces  which  should  have  been  Roman.  The  Senate  ultimately 
was  obliged  to  declare  war  against  Cleopatra.  Octavian  was  given  a fleet  of  ships,  and  he  advanced  toward  Egypt. 
Antony  met  Octavian’s  fleet  outside  the  Gulf  of  Actium  on  the  western  coast  of  Greece  on  September  2,  31  B.C. 
Antony  had  heavier  ships  equipped  with  better  artillery,  while  Octavian’s  ships  were  lighter  and  better  able  to 
maneuver  quickly.  Octavian  also  had  Marcus  Agrippa,  his  old  schoolmate,  the  naval  genius  who  had  previously 
defeated  Sextus  Pompey’s  fleet.  As  the  ships  jockeyed  for  position  and  advantage,  Cleopatra’s  fleet  arrived  to  assist 
Antony.  Octavian’s  fleet  outmaneuvered  Antony’s  and  the  Egyptians,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  battle,  as  the  tide 
was  turning  against  them,  Antony  and  Cleopatra  left  their  own  barges,  and  escaped  to  Alexandria  with  a fleet  of 
sixty  of  Cleopatra’s  smaller,  faster  ships.  Octavian  then  pressed  onward  to  Alexandria,  taking  the  city  after  almost 
a year’s  slow  journey.  After  the  fall  of  Alexandria,  Antony  fell  on  his  sword.  Upon  learning  of  Antony’s  demise, 
Cleopatra  took  her  own  life  with  a poisonous  snake  (asp)  in  August,  30  B.C. 

With  Lepidus  reduced  to  obscurity  in  exile  (although  he  was  never  a real  threat  to  Octavian),  Antony  and 
Cleopatra  dead,  their  personal  treasure  and  the  considerable  wealth  of  Egypt  captured,  the  Pompeian  party  mostly 
dead  or  in  disarray,  and  the  Senate  without  leadership,  Octavian  became  the  de  facto  master  of  the  Greco-Roman- 
Egyptian  World. 
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AUGUSTUS,  TIBERIUS 


THE  EMPERORS 


AUGUSTUS 

Augustus,  27  B.C.  - 14  A.D. 
Born  63  B.C.  - died  14  A.D.,  age  77 


CAIUS  OCTAVIUS  THURINUS,  who  took  the  name  CAIUS  JULIUS  CAESAR  OCTAVIANUS,  after  being 
adopted  by  his  great-uncle  Julius  Caesar,  was  born  in  Rome  on  September  23,  63  B.C.  His  early  political  and 
military  accomplishments  with  his  great-uncle  in  Gaul,  his  formation  of  the  Second  Triumvirate  with  Antony  and 
Lepidus,  his  share  in  the  defeat  (actually,  Antony’s  triumph)  of  Brutus  and  Cassius,  and  his  defeat  of  Antony  and 
Cleopatra,  have  already  been  recounted  with  the  history  of  those  persons. 

After  his  defeat  of  Antony  and  Cleopatra  in  31  B.C.,  and  the  capture  of  Alexandria  in  30  B.C.,  Octavian  spent 
the  next  three  years  consolidating  his  position  in  Rome  and  completely  reorganizing  the  Constitution.  The  Roman 
system  of  government  had  long  since  fallen  into  disarray,  and  Octavian  was  the  only  one  with  enough  power  to  set 
it  straight,  although  he  did  so  very  carefully  under  the  guise  of  returning  to  Republicanism.  As  Octavian 
consolidated  his  power,  he  shed  his  role  as  de  facto  dictator. 

In  January  27  B.C.,  four  days  after  "transferring  to  the  State,  to  the  free  disposal  of  the  Senate  and  the  people” 
his  control  of  the  government,  Octavian  requested  the  Senate  to  bestow  upon  him  a new  name,  AUGUSTUS  (loosely 
meaning  revered  or  worthy  of  veneration),  now  calling  himself  Augustus  Caesar.  Octavian  had  longed  to  shed  his 
former  name  which  was  derived  from  a family  "stained  with  the  blood  of  the  proscription  in  Africa.”  His  adoptive 
name  of  Julius  was  "too  much  of  an  honor  to  be  associated  with  that  extraordinary  man.”  Eventually,  the  Senate 
conferred  upon  Augustus  every  title  and  high  office,  bestowing  the  office  of  Pontifex  Maximus,  after  the  death  of 
Lepidus  in  13  B.C.,  and  ultimately,  in  2 B.C.,  the  title  of  PATER  PATRIAE  (Father  of  the  Country).  In  23  B.C., 
when  he  was  in  ill  health  and  thought  by  some  to  be  near  death,  Augustus,  sensing  conspiracies  in  the  making, 
terminated  his  Consulship  in  favor  of  "Imperium  Maius.”  He  later  regained  his  health  (although  he  continued  to 
suffer  from  epilepsy).  Augustus  spent  the  next  forty  years  of  his  reign  restoring  the  Roman  Empire  to  prominence 
architecturally,  administratively,  judicially,  and  politically,  to  match  its  military  strength  (built  largely  with  the 
aid  of  his  able  stepson,  Drusus,  and  his  close  friend  and  military  commander,  Marcus  Vipsanius  Agrippa,  whom 
Augustus  wanted  to  be  his  successor.  Neither  of  these  men  were  able  to  incorporate  Germany  into  the  Empire,  and 
both  Drusus  and  Agrippa  pre-deceased  him. 

Although  married  three  times,  lastly  to  Livia  Drusilla,  Augustus  had  no  natural  sons  to  succeed  him.  Agrippa’s 
untimely  death  occurred  in  12  B.C.  (possibly  at  the  hands  of  Livia,  by  poison,  because  she  wanted  her  son  Tiberius 
to  be  Emperor).  The  next  two  heirs,  Augustus’  adopted  sons  Lucius  (in  2 A.D.),  and  Gains  (in  4 A.D.)  also  died  under 
suspicious  circumstances  (probably  again  due  to  the  designs  of  Livia,  to  promote  Tiberius).  At  the  suggestion  of 
Livia,  Augustus  reluctantly  adopted  her  son,  Tiberius  Claudius  Nero  Junior,  the  natural  son  of  Tiberius  Claudius 
Nero  and  Livia.  Augustus  then  forced  Tiberius  to  marry  Agrippa’s  widow,  Julia.  Although  Augustus  and  his 
stepson  Tiberius  never  got  along  well,  Augustus  started  leaving  military  decisions  to  Tiberius  after  losing  Agrippa’s 
valued  counsel.  During  his  reign,  Augustus  rebuilt  Rome,  replacing  brick  with  marble,  and  restored  the  efficiency 
of  its  government  and  administration.  After  the  longest  reign  of  any  Emperor  to  follow,  Augustus  died  at  Nola,  on 
August  19,  14  A.D.,  possibly  also  poisoned  by  the  hand  of  Livia. 


TIBERIUS 

Augustus,  14  - 37  A.D. 

Born  42  B.C.  - died  37  A.D.,  age  78 


TIBERIUS  CLAUDIUS  NERO  was  adopted  by  Augustus  in  4 B.C.,  after  the  death  of  Augustus’  adopted  son. 
Gains.  Tiberius  achieved  great  distinction  from  his  victory  in  the  war  with  the  Germans,  being  given  a magnificent 
triumphal  celebration  in  Rome  in  11  A.D.  Upon  the  death  of  Augustus  in  14  A.D.,  Tiberius  was  immediately 
declared  Emperor  and  assumed  the  additional  title  of  AUGUSTUS  (recalling  the  name  of  Rome’s  first  Emperor  who 
was  deified  after  his  death),  a title  to  be  assumed  by  each  Roman  Emperor  until  the  fall  of  the  Empire. 
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TIBERIUS,  CALIGULA,  CLAUDIUS 


His  reign  was  generally  effective  and  Rome  prospered  under  his  administration,  but  not  without  problems, 
especially  within  the  Emperor’s  family.  Charges  of  treason  were  frequent,  usually  masterminded  by  Sejanus,  the 
Praetorian  Pi-efect.  Tiberius,  however,  tired  of  the  demands  of  the  office  and  retired  in  26  A.D.,  first  to  Campania 
and  finally  to  the  Isle  of  Capri,  never  again  to  return  to  Rome.  After  his  departure  from  Rome,  Tiberius  left  most 
of  the  daily  administrative  duties  to  Sejanus,  the  Praetorian  Prefect,  who  used  the  opportunity  to  enhance  his  own 
power  and  wealth.  The  Praetorians  at  this  time  consisted  of  10  cohorts  of  about  1,000  men  each  with  3 cohorts 
stationed  in  Rome  and  the  balance  located  in  adjacent  towns.  These  troops  were  now  relocated  together  in  a new 
permanent  camp  with  a commanding  position,  a situation  which  presaged  the  eventual  control  of  the  imperial  office 
by  the  Praetorians.  Sejanus’  villainies  eventually  became  intolerable,  and  he  was  murdered  in  31  A.D.  at  Tiberius’ 
command.  In  37  A.D.,  as  Tiberius’  health  was  failing,  he  adopted  Gains  (Caligula),  his  great-nephew,  and  Tiberius 
Gemellus,  his  grandson,  to  be  co-heirs.  Tiberius  died  (he  was  smothered  with  his  pillow)  at  Misenum  on  March  16, 
37  A.D.  Jesus  Christ’s  ministry  and  crucifixion  occurred  during  his  reign. 


GAIUS  (CALIGULA) 

Augustus,  37  - 41  A.D. 

Born  12  A.D.  - died  41  A.D.,  age  29 

GAIUS  CAESAR  was  the  youngest  son  of  Germanicus  and  Agrippina  Senior.  His  nickname,  Caligula,  was  given 
him  by  his  father’s  troops  in  Germany.  He  liked  to  wear  a soldier’s  uniform,  including  a half-boot  or  caliga,  and 
the  troops  affectionately  called  him  "Little  Boots.’’  He  managed  to  escape  the  fate  of  his  father  and  other  members 
of  his  family,  who  all  succumbed  to  untimely  deaths,  and  endeared  himself  to  Tiberius. 

After  Tiberius’  death  in  37  A.D.,  the  Senate  bestowed  the  imperial  power  on  Caligula  alone,  rejecting  the  request 
made  by  Tiberius  in  his  will  that  the  much  younger  Tiberius  Gemellus  be  made  co-heir.  During  the  first  few  months 
of  his  reign,  Caligula  ruled  with  wisdom  and  clemency,  possibly  under  the  tutelage  of  his  grandmother,  Antonia. 
He  soon  became  unbalanced,  complained  of  ill  health,  and  perhaps  became  insane.  His  last  three  years  were  spent 
in  outrageous  indulgence,  personal  depravity  and  oppression  of  the  Senate,  while  surrounding  himself  with  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  an  oriental  monarch  and  calling  himself  the  personification  of  Zeus.  He  murdered  his 
wife,  who  was  pregnant  with  his  child,  whom  he  felt  might  be  born  to  oppose  him.  Caligula  was  finally  murdered 
by  members  of  his  own  Praetorian  Guard  on  January  24th,  41  A.D.,  leaving  no  heir. 


CLAUDIUS 
Augustus,  41  - 54  A.D. 

Born  10  B.C.  - died  54  A.D.,  age  64 

TIBERIUS  CLAUDIUS  DRUSUS,  the  younger  son  of  Nero  Claudius  Drusus  and  Antonia,  was  born  at 
Lugdunum,  in  10  B.C.  A childhood  attack  of  infantile  paralysis  left  him  with  a somewhat  grotesque  appearance. 
He  was  generally  assumed  to  be  weakminded  and,  therefore,  took  little  part  in  public  life.  Instead  he  devoted 
himself  to  antiquarian  studies  and  became  quite  a historian.  Upon  the  death  of  his  nephew,  Caligula,  in  41  A.D., 
he  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  the  Praetorian  Guard.  Contrary  to  prior  public  opinion,  he  was  not  dim  witted,  and 
in  fact  proved  himself  a very  capable  administrator.  Claudius  spent  a good  deal  of  his  time  personally  attending 
to  the  building  of  the  Port  of  Rome  (the  harbor  of  Ostia).  He  also  substantially  improved  the  water  distribution 
system,  which  was  started  by  his  nephew  Caligula,  notably  the  Aqua  Claudia,  which  was  praised  by  the  historian 
Frontinus,  calling  it  the  "Opus  Magnificentissime  Consummatum.”  The  daily  volume  of  the  spring  water  collected 
by  the  Aqua  Claudia  amounted  to  4,607  quinariae,  of  which  there  was  a reserve  of  1,600  quinariae  always 
available.  The  water  from  the  aqueduct,  which  was  slightly  over  41  miles  long,  reached  Rome  on  August  1st,  52 
A.D.,  the  birthday  of  Claudius.  The  aqueduct  Anio  Novus,  which  was  started  by  Caligula  in  38  A.D.,  was  also 
completed  by  Claudius  four  years  later.  It  was  over  50  miles  long.  The  completion  of  these  two  aqueducts  by 
Claudius  increased  the  water  supply  of  Rome  by  approximately  30  percent.  The  population  of  Rome  at  that  time, 
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including  its  suburbs,  amounted  to  approximately  one  million,  and  they  had  a daily  water  supply  not  accounting 
for  obvious  leakage,  of  approximately  1,800  liters  per  person.  In  contrast,  Rome  in  the  20th  Century  has  about  760 
liters  per  person  available  from  its  present  water  supply. 

At  the  time  of  his  accession,  Claudius  married  Valeria  Messalina,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Octavia,  and  a 
son,  Britannicus.  After  Messalina  was  put  to  death  for  her  part  in  a conspiracy  against  Claudius  in  48  A.D.,  he 
married  his  niece,  Agrippina  Junior  in  49  A.D.,  and  in  the  following  year  adopted  Nero,  her  son  by  her  earlier 
marriage  to  Gn.  Domitius  Ahenobarbus,  as  his  heir.  He  died  on  October  13th,  54  A.D.,  possibly  as  the  result  of 
poison  administered  on  the  orders  of  Agrippina. 


NERO 

Augustus,  54  - 68  A.D. 

Born  37  - died  68  A.D.,  age  31 

LUCIUS  DOMITIUS  AHENOBARBUS  lost  his  natural  father,  Gnaeus  Domitius  Ahenobarbus,  when  he  was 
three  years  old.  His  ambitious  mother,  Agrippina  Junior,  eventually  was  able  to  persuade  Claudius  to  adopt  her 
son,  whereupon  he  changed  his  name  to  NERO  CLAUDIUS  CAESAR  DRUSUS  GERMANICUS.  Nero  was  carefully 
trained  in  stoic  philosophy  ("Virtue  for  Nature’s  Sake”)  and  rhetoric  by  Seneca.  For  the  first  few  years  after 
succeeding  to  the  throne,  Nero  was  under  the  good  influence  of  Seneca  and  Burrus,  the  Praetorian  Prefect.  After 
this  time,  Nero  became  more  independent.  He  contrived  the  death  of  Claudius’  well-respected  son,  Britannicus, 
whom  he  feared  as  a rival.  He  also  lashed  out  at  his  mother,  Agrippina  Junior,  for  the  restraints  she  was  keeping 
on  him,  especially  in  opposing  Nero’s  divorce  of  his  wife,  Octavia,  for  his  mistress,  Poppaea,  whom  he  married  in 
62  A.D.  Nero  finally  engineered  Agrippina’s  death  by  stabbing,  after  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  including  a 
staged  shipwreck  (she  was  too  good  a swimmer). 

In  62  A.D.,  Burrus  died  and  Seneca  retired,  leaving  Nero  without  restraining  influences.  Thereafter,  Poppaea, 
Nero’s  mistress,  and  Tigellinus,  the  new  Praetorian  Prefect,  encouraged  Nero’s  licentious  tendencies.  Nero’s  now 
brutal  sensualism  was  freely  manifested  while  he  was  in  Rome  as  well  as  on  his  travels.  In  addition,  his  obsession 
with  conspiracies,  both  real  and  imagined,  led  to  the  condemnation  of  many  suspects,  most  of  whom  were  innocent, 
including  Seneca  himself.  His  enthusiasm  for  art,  poetry,  and  sports,  particularly  chariot  racing  (in  which  he 
competed  in  the  Olympic  Games,  and  won,  although  it  is  doubtful  anyone  would  dare  to  beat  him),  continued  to 
downgrade  his  "royal  image”  with  the  population.  Although  fires  throughout  Rome’s  poorer  sections  were 
commonplace,  and  were  sometimes  purposely  started  by  the  authorities  to  clean  out  the  rats  and  garbage  that 
always  collected,  Nero  was  blamed  for  the  great  fire  which  destroyed  half  of  Rome  in  64  A.D.  While  there  was  no 
convincing  proof,  citizens  felt  it  was  something  he  would  likely  do.  Nero  used  the  occasion  to  blame  the  fledgling 
Christian  community  in  Rome  for  the  disaster,  which  resulted  in  a systematic  search  and  subsequent  persecution 
of  the  Christians  by  Nero. 

By  this  time,  the  Senate  had  enough  of  Nero’s  excesses,  and  after  news  reached  Rome  that  the  armies  in  the 
provinces  were  starting  to  revolt,  the  Senate  proclaimed  Servius  Sulpicius  Galba  as  Emperor.  Galba  was  the 
Governor  of  Hispania  Thrraconensis,  and  his  troops  had  already  proclaimed  him  Imperator  (Supreme  Commander 
of  all  the  legions).  Upon  hearing  this  news,  Nero,  already  deserted  by  the  Praetorians,  committed  suicide  rather 
than  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  Nero  died  without  an  heir,  thereby  ending  the  Julio-Claudian  dynasty. 


THE  CIVIL  WARS,  68  - 69  A.D. 


GALBA 

Augustus,  June  68  - January  69  A.D. 

Born  3 B.C.  - died  69  A.D,,  age  72 

The  suicide  of  Nero,  with  no  heir  to  succeed  him,  plunged  the  Empire  into  Civil  War.  SERVIUS  SULPICIUS 
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GALBA  had  served  Rome  as  a very  able  and  well  respected  administrator.  However,  when  Galba  was  summoned 
by  the  Senate  to  accept  the  "Purple,”  he  was  already  at  the  advanced  age  of  71,  and  in  no  shape  to  take  on  anyone 
who  might  resist  his  assumption  of  the  imperial  office.  He  proceeded  to  Rome  and  immediately  set  about  making 
reforms.  He  required  strict  discipline  among  the  troops  and  the  Praetorians,  and  proposed  stern  economic  measures. 

Unfortunately,  these  reforms  made  Galba  increasingly  unpopular  with  the  army  and  especially  with  the 
Praetorian  Guard.  On  January  2nd,  69  A.D.,  the  legions  of  Lower  Germany  proclaimed  Aulus  Vitellius  as 
Imperator.  Marcus  Salvius  Otho,  a close  friend  of  Galba,  having  been  recently  bypassed  for  adoption  by  Galba  in 
favor  of  Lucius  Calpurnius  Piso,  conspired  against  Galba  and  convinced  the  Senate  to  proclaim  himself  Emperor. 
Otho  then  had  both  Galba  and  Piso  assassinated  in  the  Forum  on  January  15th,  69  A.D.,  ending  Galba’s  reign  after 
only  six  months. 


OTHO 

Augustus,  January  - April  69  A.D. 
Born  32  - died  69  A.D.,  age  37 


Although  MARCUS  SALVIUS  OTHO  was  a close  personal  friend  of  Nero,  he  supported  Galba  early  in  his  reign 
hoping  that  Galba  would  adopt  him  as  successor  to  the  throne.  During  Nero’s  reign,  Otho  had  been  Governor  of 
Lusitania.  After  orchestrating  Galba’s  and  Piso’s  assassinations,  Otho  was  left  without  sufficient  support  to 
withstand  the  legions  of  Lower  Germany,  who  had  been  hardened  by  their  expeditions  against  the  Germans.  Otho’s 
legions,  on  the  other  hand,  were  essentially  garrison  troops,  occupying  Italy’s  northern  provinces.  He  was  advised 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  additional  troops  from  Dalmatia,  but  Otho  wanted  to  force  a decisive  battle  sooner.  His 
troops  crossed  the  Po  to  Bedriacum,  Otho  remaining  behind  at  Brixellum  on  the  southern  bank.  After  being 
defeated  by  Vitellius’  superior  German  legions,  Otho  committed  suicide  on  April  17th,  69  A.D.,  after  a reign  of 
barely  three  months. 


VITELLIUS 

Augustus,  January  - October  69  A.D. 
Born  14  - died  69  A.D.,  age  55 


AULUS  VITELLIUS  was  a close  friend  of  all  the  Emperors  from  Tiberius  to  Nero,  who  served  in  a variety  of 
posts,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  important  Proconsulship  of  Africa.  When  Galba  became  Emperor,  Vitellius 
was  given  the  command  of  the  mighty  legions  of  Lower  Germany.  The  army  quickly  became  disillusioned  with 
Galba  s unexpected  disciplinary  reforms.  The  German  legions  on  January  2nd  proclaimed  Vitellius  Imperator.  After 
to  quickly  disposed  of  both  Galba  and  Piso  (Galba’s  heir  apparent),  Vitellius  used  the  opportunity  to  organize 
IS  troops  for  a march  south  to  Italy  to  rout  Otho,  which  was  easily  accomplished.  However,  Vitellius  had  in  his 
a er  years  become  a voracious  glutton,  and  now  that  he  was  Emperor,  was  preoccupied  with  food.  He  gave  the 
a ministration  of  the  Empire  to  his  freedman,  Asiaticus,  who  in  four  months  became  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
me.  ince  it  seemed  that  there  was  no  one  "running  the  store,”  Titus  Flavius  Vespasianus,  the  commander  of 
e ^lons  in  Alexandria,  was  proclaimed  Imperator  by  his  legions.  Upon  hearing  the  news,  Vitellius’  former 
anu  lan  egions  also  proclaimed  for  Vespasian  and  advanced  into  northern  Italy,  defeating  the  hastily  organized 
orces  o i e lus  at  Cremona  in  October.  The  army  then  marched  into  Rome  and  looted  the  city  while  the  citizens 
wa  c e an  assis  ed.  Vitellius  was  later  seized  in  his  palace,  and  dragged  half  naked  through  the  streets  of  Rome, 
murdered  and  thrown  into  the  Tiber  river. 
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VESPASIAN 
Augustus,  69  - 79  A.D. 
Born  9 - died  79  A.D.,  age  70 


TITUS  FLAVIUS  VESPASIANUS  came  from  humble  origins,  being  the  son  of  Flavius  Sabinus,  a tax  collector, 
and  his  wife  Vespasia  Polla.  His  military  skill,  however,  advanced  him  in  a series  of  important  appointments.  He 
was  one  of  the  commanders  who  invaded  Britain  under  Claudius.  He  received  a Consulship  at  Rome  in  51  A.D., 
and  the  Governorship  of  Africa  in  63  A.D.  In  67  A.D.,  Nero  appointed  him  to  put  down  the  Jewish  rebellion.  Shortly 
after  Nero’s  death,  the  legions  in  Syria,  Judaea,  and  Egypt  hailed  Vespasian  Imperator. 

After  Vitellius’  defeat  by  the  armies  of  Moesia,  Pannonia,  and  Illyricum,  and  subsequent  murder,  Vespasian 
made  his  way  to  Rome,  arriving  there  in  70  A.D.  He  immediately  embarked  upon  repairing  the  damage  caused  by 
two  years  of  civil  war.  He  restored  discipline  in  the  army  and  put  the  finances  and  government  in  Rome  in  order. 
He  took  land  that  Nero  had  unlawfully  expropriated  from  the  City  of  Rome  and  directed  the  building  of  the 
Coliseum  on  it.  His  son  Titus  was  left  in  charge  of  the  war  in  Judaea,  and  it  was  under  his  command  that  Jerusalem 
finally  fell  in  70  A.D.  A Flavian  army  under  Cerialis  then  suppressed  a revolt  in  Gaul.  Rome  was  finally  at  peace 
again.  Vespasian  died  at  Reate  on  June  24th,  79  A.D.,  leaving  his  two  sons,  Titus  and  Domitian,  as  co-heirs  to  the 
throne. 


TITUS 

Augustus,  79  - 81  A.D. 

Born  41  - died  81  A.D.,  age  40 

TITUS  FLAVIUS  VESPASIANUS  Junior  was  the  elder  son  of  Vespasian  and  Flavia  Domitilla  and  was  educated 
with  Britannicus,  Claudius’  ill-fated  son.  He  later  served  in  Germany  and  Britain  and  commanded  a legion  in  his 
father’s  Jewish  campaign.  When  his  father  left  to  become  Emperor,  Titus  remained  to  carry  on  the  war  and 
captured  Jerusalem  in  70  A.D.  After  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  Titus  gave  orders  to  his  legion  commanders  to  kill  every 
male  Jew  in  the  province,  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  uprisings  by  the  Jews.  On  his  return  to  Rome,  he  was 
given  a tumultuous  reception  and  his  father  made  him  his  colleague  in  the  government.  After  his  father’s  death 
in  79  A.D.,  his  succession  to  the  throne  was  smooth.  Titus  completed  the  construction  of  the  Coliseum,  started  by 
his  father,  partially  as  a gift  to  the  city  to  compensate  for  Nero’s  excesses,  and  partly  to  commemorate  his  victory 
over  the  Jews  and  the  sacking  of  Jerusalem.  He  was  generally  regarded  as  a benevolent  emperor  whose  premature 
death  in  81  A.D.,  possibly  by  poisoning  by  his  brother  Domitian,  caused  great  sorrow  to  the  Romans,  although  he 
will  also  be  remembered  for  his  butchering  of  the  Jews  in  Judaea. 


DOMITIAN 
Augustus,  81  - 96  A.D. 

Born  51  - died  96  A.D.,  age  45 

TITUS  FLAVIUS  DOMITIANUS,  born  in  Rome  on  October  24,  51  A.D.,  was  the  brother  of  Titus.  During  the 
reigns  of  his  father  and  brother,  Domitian  was  kept  very  much  in  the  background.  However,  on  the  death  of  Titus, 
probably  due  to  poisoning  by  his  brother,  Domitian’s  succession  was  not  disputed.  At  first  he  showed  great  promise. 


— 17  — 


DOMITIAN,  NERVA,  TRAJAN 


but  he  offended  Senatorial  nobility  by  his  unseemly  affection  for  Greek  arts  and  attire.  Moreover,  as  Censor  he  took 
over  control  of  the  Senate’s  membership  list  and  behavior.  The  Senators  responded  with  numerous  plots  and 
conspiracies.  Domitian,  suspicious  by  nature,  reacted  violently.  Popular  and  distinguished  men  were  now  in  danger 
of  arousing  Domitian’s  increasingly  insane  jealousy.  Philosophers,  including  Epictetus,  were  banished  from  Rome. 
Domitian  executed  many  of  Rome’s  wealthy  citizens  so  that  he  could  acquire  their  assets.  His  envy  of  General 
Agricola’s  great  victories  in  Britain  resulted  in  his  recall  to  Rome,  as  Domitian’s  own  military  expeditions  had  been 
disasters.  The  last  years  of  his  reign,  from  93-96  A.D.,  were  ones  of  terror  and  oppression,  and  he  now  claimed  the 
Goddess  Minerva  as  his  mother.  He  was  eventually  murdered  in  his  palace  on  September  18th,  96  A.D.,  as  the 
result  of  a conspiracy  involving  his  chamberlain,  the  Praetorian  Prefect  and,  according  to  historian  Cassius  Dio, 
his  wife  Domitia.  With  his  death  Rome  sighed  with  relief! 


NERVA 

Augustus,  96  - 98  A.D. 

Born  32  - died  98  A.D.,  age  66 

MARCUS  COCCEIUS  NERVA  was  a distinguished  lawyer  who  served  as  Consul  with  Vespasian  in  71  A.D.,  and 
with  Domitian  in  90  A.D.  After  the  assassination  of  Domitian,  Nerva  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  the  Senate  and 
during  his  short  reign  he  did  much  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  state.  However,  he  was  already  advanced  in 
years,  lacked  the  capacity  to  command,  had  no  military  experience,  and  had  only  the  half-hearted  support  of  the 
army.  Childless  and  without  military  support,  Nerva  adopted  Trajan,  a provincial  from  Spain,  as  his  son  and  heir, 
because  Trajan  was  very  popular  with  the  army.  Nerva  died  on  January  25th,  98  A.D.,  whereupon  his  adopted  son, 
Trajan,  succeeded  to  the  throne. 


TRAJAN 

Augustus,  98  - 117  A.D. 

Born  52  - died  117  A.D.,  age  65 

MARCUS  ULPIUS  TRAIANUS,  born  in  Spain,  had  an  early  rigorous  military  training  in  the  frontier  provinces. 
He  held  several  important  military  posts,  was  appointed  Consul  in  91  A.D.,  and  was  eventually  appointed  Governor 
of  Upper  Germany  by  Nerva.  Trajan’s  efficient  administration  of  Upper  Germany  and  support  by  the  military  so 
impressed  the  Emperor  Nerva,  that  he  adopted  him  as  the  heir  to  the  throne.  After  Nerva’s  death,  Trajan,  upon 
his  accession,  first  devoted  himself  to  strengthening  the  frontier  defenses  between  the  headwaters  of  the  Rhine  and 
the  Danube.  After  arriving  in  Rome  in  100  A.D.,  he  set  about  winning  the  affection  of  the  Senate  and  the  citizens 
with  his  affable  nature  and  respect  for  constitutional  government.  He  then  started  a campaign  of  territorial 
expansion  and  successfully  undertook  a five-year  conquest  of  Dacia,  which  became  a Roman  province. 

Trajan  also  carried  out  a substantial  building  program  in  Rome.  He  constructed  or  repaired  many  roads,  bridges, 
and  aqueducts  throughout  the  Empire.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  Trajan  turned  his  attention  to  the  eastern 
frontier  and  the  ever  present  threat  posed  by  Parthia.  In  113  A.D,  he  set  out  to  annex  both  Armenia  and 
Mesopotamia.  He  achieved  considerable  success  in  his  eastern  campaigns  and  four  new  provinces  were  added  to  the 
Empire.  In  115-116  A.D.,  he  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Parthia,  capturing  its  capital,  Ctesiphon.  At  this  point, 
however,  revolts  broke  out  in  a number  of  provinces,  including  a Jewish  revolt  in  the  east,  and  Trajan  was  obliged 
to  withdraw  to  Antioch.  He  successfully  put  down  the  Jewish  revolt  and  was  now  determined  to  return  to  Rome 
to  direct  operations  for  a new  invasion  of  Parthia,  but  died  en  route  at  Selinus  in  Cilicia,  in  August,  117  A.D. 
Trajan’s  Column,  which  still  stands  in  Rome,  was  erected  by  him  to  commemorate  his  successful  Dacian  and 
Parthian  conquests.  Whether  or  not  Trajan  adopted  an  heir  before  he  died  is  still  subject  to  question.  Current 
thought  leans  to  a "fictitious  adoption”  orchestrated  by  Hadrian’s  wife,  Plotina.  The  truth  of  this  adoption  could  not 
be  safely  disputed  by  the  Senate,  which  peaceably  acknowledged  Hadrian  as  the  lawful  successor. 
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HADRIAN 

Augustus,  117  - 138  A.D. 

Born  76  - died  138  A.D.,  age  62 

PUBLIUS  AELIUS  HADRIANUS,  having  lost  his  father  at  the  age  of  ten,  was  placed  under  the  care  of 
guardians,  one  of  whom  was  the  future  Emperor  Trajan.  He  soon  embarked  upon  a military  career  and  in  100  A.D., 
he  married  Trajan’s  grand-niece,  Sabina.  He  was  appointed  Governor  of  Syria  during  Trajan’s  Parthian  war  and 
was  adopted  by  the  Emperor  shortly  before  the  latter’s  death,  although  the  events  surrounding  the  adoption  are 
unclear  and  somewhat  doubtful.  Hadrian  abandoned  Trajan’s  plans  to  expand  the  Empire  beyond  the  Euphrates 
River,  and  instead  reverted  back  to  Augustus’  policy  of  consolidation  of  the  frontiers  already  in  Rome’s  possession. 
Much  of  Hadrian’s  reign  was,  therefore,  spent  in  visiting  the  provinces  of  his  vast  Empire,  and  improving  the 
defenses  of  the  frontiers.  He  laid  the  foundation  for  many  new  towns,  built  a vast  road  system  and  aqueducts  to 
supply  them.  He  is  best  known  as  the  builder  of  the  great  wall  which  crosses  England  between  the  TVne  and  the 
Solway  Rivers,  a distance  of  about  75  miles.  Much  of  this  immense  work  (18’  high  x 6’  to  10’  thick),  as  well  as  his 
mausoleum,  still  exist.  There  is  little  doubt  that  he  was  one  of  the  Empire’s  most  capable  emperors,  who  devoted 
his  whole  life  to  the  improvement  of  the  state.  He  checked  the  abuses  of  tax-farming,  revised  the  administration 
of  justice  and  finance,  and  developed  a permanent  civil  service.  His  rule  was  firm  and  humane,  and  he  was  also 
a patron  of  the  arts,  albeit  somewhat  too  lavish  in  some  of  his  expenditures.  He  died  at  Baiae  on  July  10th,  138 
A.D.,  after  a long  illness,  having  hurriedly  chosen  a new  heir  when  his  former  selection,  Lucius  Aelius,  died 
suddenly  of  tuberculosis  on  January  1st. 


AELIUS 

As  Caesar,  136  - 138  A.D. 
Died  138  A.D. 


LUCIUS  CEIONIUS  COMMODUS  was  adopted  by  Hadrian  as  his  heir  in  136  A.D.,  and  renamed  LUCIUS 
AELIUS  VERUS  CAESAR.  He  was  appointed  Governor  of  Pannonia  and  was  strikingly  handsome.  Hadrian  spent 
a huge  sum  of  money  at  the  time  of  the  adoption,  as  an  accession  donative  to  the  army  (who  applauded  the  event). 
Unfortunately,  Aelius  predeceased  the  Emperor  by  6V2  months,  dying  of  tuberculosis  on  January  1st,  138  A.D.  The 
premature  death  of  Aelius  put  a strain  on  Hadrian,  who  was  already  in  ill  health  and  failing.  According  to  the  early 
historian,  Aelio  Vero,  the  title  of  Caesar  was  first  bestowed  on  Aelius  upon  his  adoption  by  Hadrian.  The  historian 
Aurelius  Victor,  however,  suggests  it  was  Hadrian  who  first  took  the  title  upon  his  own  adoption  by  Trajan.  Since 
Hadrian’s  "official”  adoption  by  Trajan  is  uncertain,  the  historian  Vero  was  probably  correct. 


ANTONINUS  PIUS 
Augustus,  138  - 161  A.D. 
Born  86  - died  161  A.D.,  age  75 


TITUS  AURELIUS  FULVUS  BOIONIUS  ARRIUS  ANTONINUS  pursued  a senatorial  career  and  was  appointed 
Consul  in  120,  later  distinguishing  himself  as  Proconsul  in  Asia.  He  was  hurriedly  adopted  by  Hadrian  as  his  heir 
on  February  25th,  138,  after  the  premature  death  of  Hadrian’s  first  choice,  Aelius,  the  month  before.  During  the 
Emperor’s  last  months,  Antoninus  was  virtually  ruler,  and  his  succession  on  July  10th  was  smooth.  He  conducted 
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an  extended  mourning  period  after  Hadrian’s  death,  thus  acquiring  the  name  Pius.  His  reign  left  scant  record  in 
history,  owing  to  the  tranquility  and  prosperity  which  the  Roman  world  enjoyed  under  his  patient,  judicious  and 
impartial  rule.  He  was  especially  tolerant  of  various  religious  sects,  including  the  early  Christians.  He  died  at 
Lorium  on  March  7th,  161  A.D.,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  adopted  son,  Marcus  Aurelius,  who  had  been  selected 
by  Hadrian  (when  he  was  betrothed  to  the  daughter  of  Hadrian’s  first  heir,  Aelius)  as  the  eventual  heir  to  the 
throne,  but  had  been  too  young  at  the  time  of  Hadrian’s  death  to  accept  the  Purple.  Unfortunately,  Antoninus  was 
somewhat  blind  to  the  increasing  inroads  being  made  on  Rome’s  frontiers  during  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  leaving 
a somber  legacy  of  impending  war  to  his  successor,  Aurelius. 


MARCUS  AURELIUS 
Augustus,  161  - 180  A.D. 

Born  121  - died  180  A.D.,  age  59 

MARCUS  ANNIUS  VERUS  was  born  in  Rome  in  121  A.D.,  the  son  of  Annius  Verus  and  Domitia  Lucilla. 
Hadrian  recognized  the  fine  qualities  of  the  youth  and  he  was  originally  betrothed  to  the  daughter  of  Aelius  Caesar. 
After  the  death  of  Aelius,  he  was  adopted  by  his  uncle,  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  and  took  the  name  of 
MARCUS  AELIUS  AURELIUS  VERUS.  In  139,  he  was  given  the  title  of  Caesar,  and  in  146  he  married  Faustina 
Junior,  the  daughter  of  Antoninus  Pius.  The  tribunician  power  was  conferred  upon  him  in  147,  and  his  succession 
to  the  throne  on  March  7th,  161  A.D.,  was  smooth.  He  immediately  admitted  Lucius  Verus  (who  was  also  adopted 
by  Antoninus  Pius  at  the  same  time  as  Aurelius)  as  his  partner  in  the  administration,  and  betrothed  him  to  his 
daughter  Lucilla.  Aurelius’  reign  was  disturbed  by  many  frontier  wars,  and  the  legions  returning  from  the  Parthian 
War  in  166  A.D.  brought  with  them  a plague,  which  spread  throughout  the  empire  and  left  many  districts  almost 
depopulated.  Antoninus  Pius’  neglect  of  the  Empire’s  frontiers  caused  Aurelius  to  spend  much  of  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign  campaigning  against  the  Marcomanni  on  the  Danube  frontier.  A revolt,  inspired  by  Avidius  Cassius  in 
Syria,  was  ended  by  Cassius’  assassination  in  175  A.D. 

His  training  as  a child  in  stoic  philosophy  (which  had  evolved  from  its  basic  "Virtue  for  Nature’s  Sake’’  axiom 
to  also  encompass  intolerance  of  "outside”  religious  thought)  caused  him  to  oppose  the  spread  of  Christianity 
because  of  the  Christians’  refusal  to  participate  in  the  worship  of  the  Roman  Gods.  Aurelius  believed  Christianity 
undermined  his  administration  in  contrast  to  the  views  of  his  father,  whose  tolerance  of  all  religions  was  well 
known  in  the  Empire.  It  was  under  Aurelius’  administration  that  the  Christians  were  brought  to  the  Circus 
Maximus  in  Rome  to  be  used  as  bait  for  wild  beasts  and  targets  for  gladiators  for  the  amusement  of  Rome’s  citizens. 

Aurelius’  thoughts  on  his  life,  responsibilities,  and  aspirations,  during  his  campaigns  were  documented  in  his 
celebrated  "Meditations.”  He  died  on  March  17th,  180  A.D.,  and  was  immediately  deified.  It  has  been  written  of 
Aurelius  that  "in  the  evening  of  Rome’s  greatness  her  ruler  fittingly  personified  the  virtues  that  had  been  her 
glory.”  He  was  a careful,  generous  and  conscientious  ruler  and  is  best  remembered  for  his  devotion  to  stoicism.  It 
is  ironic  that  along  with  Nero,  he  will  also  be  remembered  for  his  brutal  persecution  of  Rome’s  Christians.  The 
death  of  Aurelius  saw  the  end  of  Rome’s  "happiest  years”  which  had  commenced  with  the  death  of  Domitian  in  96 
A.D.,  through  the  reigns  of  Nerva,  Trajan,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Pius,  and  Marcus  Aurelius  (the  so-called  good 
Emperors) — a span  of  184  "golden”  years. 


LUCIUS  VERUS 
Augustus,  161  - 169  A.D. 

Born  130  - died  169  A.D.,  age  39 

LUCIUS  CEIONIUS  COMMODUS,  later  known  as  LUCIUS  AURELIUS  VERUS,  was  the  son  of  Aelius  Caesar. 
After  Aeilus’  death  in  138,  Lucius  was  adopted  by  Antoninus  Pius.  However,  unlike  his  stepbrother,  Marcus 
Aurelius,  who  was  adopted  at  the  same  time,  Lucius  Verus  was  not  raised  to  the  rank  of  Caesar.  Nevertheless,  on 
the  accession  of  Aurelius  in  161  A.D.,  Verus  was  immediately  made  Co-Emperor.  He  was  also  betrothed  to  Aurelius’ 
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daughter,  Lucilla,  whom  he  married  in  164  A.D.  He  campaigned  in  the  East  from  163-165  A.D.  with  considerable 
success,  but  he  was  a weak  man  addicted  to  the  pleasures  of  life,  and  his  death  in  169  A.D.  was  a relief  to  his 
adoptive  brother. 


COMMODUS 
Augustus,  177  - 192  A.D. 

Born  161  - died  192  A.D.,  age  31 

LUCIUS  AELIUS  AURELIUS  COMMODUS,  the  son  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Faustina  Junior,  was  pronounced 
Augustus  and  Co-Emperor  in  177  A.D.,  and  accompanied  his  father  on  the  second  Germanic  War.  On  the  death  of 
Aurelius  in  180  A.D.,  Commodus  concluded  a peace  with  the  German  and  Sarmatian  tribes  and  hurried  back  to 
Rome.  There  were  great  hopes  that  he  might  continue  the  fine  tradition  of  Antonine  government,  and  he  initially 
' did  so  under  the  tutelage  of  this  father’s  advisers.  Unfortunately  Commodus  soon  proved  to  be  a most  unworthy 
son  of  a noble  father.  After  an  assassination  attempt  by  a palace  guard  with  the  message  "the  Senate  sends  you 
this,”  which  was  instigated  by  Commodus’  sister,  Lucilla,  and  not  the  Senate,  Commodus  became  paranoid  with 
suspicions  against  the  Senate,  and  executions  swiftly  followed.  He  soon  retired  from  public  life  and  left  the 
administration  of  the  Empire  to  a succession  of  favorites  who  served  as  Praetorian  Prefects:  the  first,  Perennis, 
whose  eventual  execution  was  demanded  by  the  British  Legions;  then  Cleander,  Commodus’  former  palace  slave, 
whose  head  was  eventually  removed  to  appease  the  excesses  against  Rome’s  citizenry;  and  finally,  Laetus.  During 
. his  last  years  he  must  have  become  insane.  He  spent  huge  sums  of  money  on  combats  between  gladiators  and  wild 

beasts,  even  disgracing  his  position  by  fighting  wild  beasts  in  the  arena.  As  a Secutor  (gladiator  with  helmet,  sword, 

. and  shield)  he  fought  735  times,  receiving  an  exorbitant  stipend  for  each  fight,  which  was  taxed  against  the  Roman 

1 people.  His  megalomania  caused  him  to  believe  himself  the  reincarnation  of  Hercules  and  to  demand  worship  by 

I the  people.  After  numerous  unsuccessful  plots  against  his  life,  he  was  eventually  murdered  by  strangulation  after 

I first  receiving  a "Mickey  Finn”  administered  by  his  favorite  concubine,  Marcia,  on  the  night  of  December  31st,  192. 

I Since  he  had  no  natural  son,  nor  any  adopted  heir,  the  Antonine  Dynasty  came  to  an  abrupt  end,  a tragic  fate  for 

i the  son  of  a noble  emperor. 


PUBLIUS  HELVIUS  PERTINAX  was  born  at  Alba  Pompeia  in  Liguria,  the  son  of  a timber  merchant.  He  started 
his  career  as  a grammar  teacher.  He  then  joined  the  military,  attained  the  rank  of  Centurion,  and  commanded  the 
Rhine  fleet.  Later  he  commanded  the  veterans  of  a legion  and  eventually  achieved  senatorial  rank  and  the  office 
of  Praetor.  He  was  Consul  in  175  A.D.,  and  after  attending  Marcus  Aurelius  in  the  East,  commanded  an  army  on 
the  Danube.  At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Commodus,  he  was  Prefect  of  the  City  of  Rome  and  reluctantly  accepted 
the  throne  when  it  was  offered  him  by  Commodus’  murderers,  represented  by  Eclectus  (his  Chamberlain)  and 
Laetus  (the  Praetorian  Prefect).  Pertinax  had  assumed  they  were  there  to  execute  him  under  Commodus’  orders, 
as  the  hour  was  late  and  the  news  unbelievable.  However,  finally  convinced  of  the  situation,  he  agreed  and  was 
escorted  by  Laetus  to  the  Praetorial  camp,  who  had  been  beneficiaries  of  Commodus’  excesses  but  nevertheless 
acceded  to  the  Prefect’s  wishes.  The  next  morning  Pertinax  was  escorted  to  the  Tfemple  of  Concord  to  be  acclaimed 
by  the  stunned  Senate.  He  set  about  to  restore  the  imperial  image  by  living  a virtuous  life,  but  the  reforms  and 
economies  which  he  immediately  instituted  made  him  unpopular,  particularly  with  the  Praetorians.  On  March  28th 
a band  of  mutinous  guards  invaded  the  palace  and  murdered  Pertinax  after  a reign  of  only  86  days.  Pertinax  tried, 
but  alas  in  vain,  to  turn  the  office  of  Emperor  back  to  a position  of  respect  and  dignity  (in  keeping  with  the  memory 
of  Marcus  Aurelius).  The  corrupt  Praetorians,  however,  would  have  none  of  it. 
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DIDIUS  JULIANUS 

Augustus,  66  Days  - March  28  - June  1,  193  A.D. 

Born  133  - died  193  A.D.,  age  60 

MARCUS  DIDIUS  SALVIUS  JULIANUS  was  a member  of  one  of  Mediolanum’s  (Milan’s)  most  prominent  families. 
Prior  to  becoming  Emperor,  he  had  a long  and  distinguished  career  as  a military  commander  at  Moguntiacum 
(Mainz),  as  Governor  of  Northeastern  Gaul,  Dalmatia,  the  lower  Rhine,  Bithynia  and  Africa,  and  also  as  a Senator. 

After  the  murder  of  Pertinax,  the  Praetorian  guards  publicly  announced  that  they  would  elect  as  Emperor,  the 
man  who  would  pay  the  highest  price.  In  the  resulting  auction,  Julianus  outbid  Titus  Flavius  Sulpicianus,  (the 
father-in-law  of  Pertinax,  seeking  to  avenge  the  outrage  of  his  son-in-law’s  murder).  Each  of  the  Praetorians  (who 
then  numbered  about  16,000  since  being  increased  to  that  size  by  the  Emperor  Vitellius)  received  25,000  Sestertii 
(equaling  6,250  Denarii  or  250  Aurei)  as  an  accession  bounty.  Julianus  was  then  escorted  by  the  Praetorians  to  the 
Senate,  and  was  duly  declared  Emperor.  The  circumstances  of  his  elevation  aroused  such  indignation  among  the 
people  of  Rome  that  they  assembled  in  the  Circus  and  agreed  to  send  an  appeal  to  Pescennius  Niger,  the  governor 
of  Syria,  to  come  to  their  assistance.  Two  other  provincial  governors,  Clodius  Albinus  in  Britain  and  Lucius  Septimius 
Severus  in  Upper  Pannonia,  also  decided  to  answer  the  appeal  from  Rome.  Severus  quickly  advanced  on  Rome.  After 
several  fruitless  attempts  at  negotiation  with  his  rival,  Julianus  was  deserted  by  the  now  lethargic  Praetorians, 
who  cowered  at  the  prospect  of  facing  the  awesome  Pannonian  Legions,  and  was  deposed  by  the  Senate.  Julianus 
sought  refuge  in  his  deserted  palace,  but  was  beheaded  by  soldiers  from  the  Danube  Legions,  led  by  Lucius  Septimius 
Severus  marching  in  full  armor  at  the  head  of  the  column.  He  died  on  June  1st  after  a reign  of  only  66  days. 


PESCENNIUS  NIGER 
Augustus,  193  - 194  A.D. 

Born  135?  - died  194  A.D.,  age  59? 

Of  humble  origin,  C.  PESCENNIUS  NIGER  was  born  sometime  between  135  and  140  A.D.,  and  had  a long  and 
honorable  career  in  the  army.  In  190,  he  held  the  Consulship  and  in  the  following  year  was  appointed  Governor 
of  Syria.  After  the  murder  of  Pertinax  he  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  his  troops  from  Ethiopia  to  the  Adriatic.  The 
Kings  beyond  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  congratulated  him  on  his  election  and  offered  him  their  homage.  However, 
Niger  was  naive  to  think  that  the  acclamation  of  his  troops  would  be  unopposed.  He  procrastinated  in  Antioch, 
reveling  with  his  troops  in  the  pomp  of  the  situation,  instead  of  advancing  on  Rome  and  negotiating  an  alliance 
with  the  armies  of  the  West.  Septimius  Severus,  having  also  been  saluted  as  Emperor  by  his  troops,  lost  no  such 
time  in  revelry.  After  killing  Julianus,  Severus  arranged  an  alliance  with  Albinus,  thereby  securing  Rome.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  his  rival  Niger  in  the  East,  and  on  three  occasions,  defeated  his  forces.  Niger  then 
concentrated  the  remnants  of  his  army  at  Issus  to  make  a last  stand,  but  he  was  again  defeated  and  fled  toward 
the  Euphrates,  only  to  be  overtaken  and  executed  in  194  A.D. 


CLODIUS  ALBINUS 
Augustus,  195  - 197  A.D. 

Died  197  A.D. 

DECIMUS  CLODIUS  SEPTIMIUS  ALBINUS  was  born  at  Hadrumetum  in  Africa.  Albinus  entered  the  army  at 
an  early  age  and  served  with  great  distinction.  At  the  death  of  Pertinax  he  was  Governor  of  Britain.  In  order  to 
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an  early  age  and  served  with  great  distinction.  At  the  death  of  Pertinax  he  was  Governor  of  Britain.  In  order  to 
keep  the  West  quiet  while  he  consolidated  his  position  and  dealt  with  Julianus  and  Niger,  Septimius  Severus 
offered  Albinus  the  title  of  Caesar  in  193  A.D.  Albinus  accepted  this  title  but  declined  the  offer  of  Augustus  in  order 
to  stay  neutral.  While  Severus  was  busy  with  Niger,  he  publicly  treated  Albinus  as  "the  Brother  of  his  soul  and 
Empire.”  However,  as  soon  as  Italy  and  the  East  were  under  his  control,  Severus  determined  to  be  absolute  master 
of  the  Empire.  He  sent  messengers  to  Albinus  to  proclaim  his  victory  over  Niger  with  greetings  and  professions  of 
continued  friendship,  but  with  instructions  to  request  a private  audience  and  "plunge  their  daggers  into  his  heart.” 
The  conspiracy  was  discovered  by  Albinus,  however,  and  the  attempt  failed.  Severus  then  had  Albinus  declared  a 
public  enemy  in  195  A.D.  Albinus,  having  now  been  saluted  as  Augustus  by  his  troops,  made  preparation  for  the 
forthcoming  struggle  with  Severus.  After  some  initial  successes  Albinus  was  ultimately  defeated  in  a great  battle 
fought  on  February  19th,  197  A.D.,  near  Lugdunum  (Lyons).  He  later  committed  suicide  and  his  body,  together  with 
those  of  his  wife  and  children  who  were  also  put  to  death,  was  thrown  into  the  Rhone. 


SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS 
Augustus,  193  - 211  A.D. 

Born  146  - died  211  A.D.,  age  65 

LUCIUS  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS  was  born  in  Leptis  Magna  in  Africa.  Severus  was  a soldier  of  outstanding 
ability,  holding  a series  of  increasingly  important  commands  until,  at  the  death  of  Commodus,  he  was  Governor 
of  Upper  Pannonia.  He  expressed  his  allegiance  to  Pertinax,  but  after  the  murder  of  Pertinax  and  the  shameful 
elevation  of  Didius  Julianus,  which  caused  much  indignation  in  the  provinces,  Severus  was  saluted  as  Emperor  by 
the  troops  at  Carnuntum  (after  promising  every  soldier  in  his  army  double  the  donative  paid  by  Julianus  to  the 
Praetorians).  His  German  legions  were  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  in  the  Empire  and  he  rapidly  disposed  of 
Julianus  in  Rome  in  193  A.D.,  and  later,  Niger  at  Issus  in  194  A.D.  He  then  reneged  on  his  prior  agreement  with 
his  third  rival,  Clodius  Albinus,  whom  he  attacked  and  defeated  near  Lugdunum  in  197.  Severus  had  two  sons, 
Bassianus  (later  nicknamed  Caracalla)  and  Geta,  by  his  wife,  Julia  Domna  (from  Syria).  Severus  spent  much  of  his 
reign  campaigning  in  different  parts  of  the  Empire  and  visiting  many  of  the  provinces.  He  raised  the  strength  of 
the  Praetorians  to  about  50,000  men  and  installed  Plautianus  as  the  sole  Prefect  and  Minister  of  Finance.  In  208, 
carried  on  a litter  because  of  his  gout,  he  came  to  Britain,  where  there  was  much  unrest  following  a great  invasion 
and  breach  of  Hadrian’s  Wall  by  the  barbarians  of  the  North  in  197.  He  repaired  Hadrian’s  Wall,  which  had  been 
partly  destroyed,  and  invaded  Caledonia,  but  without  much  success.  The  strains  of  this  campaign,  and  the  severity 
of  a winter  march  across  the  hills  and  moors  of  Scotland  proved  too  much  for  the  old  Emperor  and  he  died  at  York 
on  February  4th,  211.  With  the  death  of  Severus,  the  position  of  Emperor  as  an  office  worthy  of  respect  and  symbolic 
of  reasonable,  responsible  government  ended.  All  power  rested  with  the  Emperor  and  the  army,  since  the  Senate 
was  already  reduced  to  impotency.  There  followed  a period  of  murders,  assassinations,  usurpations  and  unsuccessful 
military  campaigns  starting  with  Severus’  son  Caracalla  onward  to  Elagabalus,  and  then  a period  of  outright 
disrespect  for  the  "Purple”  for  almost  100  years  until  Constantine  the  Great  became  Emperor  in  306  A.D. 


ANTONINUS  (CARACALLA) 
Augustus,  198  - 217  A.D. 
Born  188  - died  217  A.D.,  age  29 


Originally  named  BASSIANUS  after  his  maternal  grandfather,  the  high  priest  of  the  Sun-God  Baal,  MARCUS 
AURELIUS  ANTONINUS,  was  born  at  Lugdunum  on  April  4th,  188  A.D.,  the  elder  son  of  Septimius  Severus  and 
Julia  Domna.  In  196,  he  was  given  the  rank  of  Caesar  and  given  the  new  name  of  M.A.  ANTONINUS  to  associate 
himself  with  that  dynasty.  In  198  he  was  named  Augustus,  although  he  was  only  ten  years  old.  He  acquired  the 
nickname  "Caracalla”  because  of  a long  tunic  cloak  he  usually  wore,  called  by  that  name.  He  accompanied  his 
father  and  brother  Geta  on  the  expedition  to  Britain  in  208,  and  led  the  campaign  of  210,  in  person.  After  Severus 
died  in  211  while  campaigning  in  Britain,  Caracalla  reigned  jointly  with  his  brother,  in  accordance  with  his  father’s 
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wishes.  But  the  rivalry  between  the  two  Co-Emperors  deepened,  and  all  attempts  toward  reconciliation  by  their 
mother  failed.  In  212,  Geta  was  assassinated  by  order  of  Caracalla,  who  also  caused  his  brother’s  friends,  associates, 
and  many  prominent  and  distinguished  Romans  to  be  put  to  death  in  order  to  consolidate  his  position  as  sole  ruler. 
His  reign  was  marked  by  extravagance  and  cruelty,  and  in  his  wars  he  achieved  more  by  treachery  in  the  form  of 
mass  executions,  than  by  force  of  arms.  He  was  obsessed  with  emulating  Alexander  the  Great,  adopting  his  dress, 
weapons,  travel  routes,  behavior,  even  assuming  the  surname,  Magnus  (The  Great)  and  organizing  an  elephant 
division  for  the  possible  invasion  of  the  Parthian  Empire.  He  was  finally  murdered  by  order  of  Macrinus,  the 
Pi'aetorian  Pi'efect,  on  April  8th,  217,  while  he  was  travelling  between  Edessa  and  Carrhae  at  the  beginning  of  his 
second  campaign  against  the  Parthians.  The  one  notable  positive  action  which  can  be  attributed  to  Caracalla  was 
the  giving  to  all  free  inhabitants  of  the  Empire  the  name  and  privileges  of  Roman  citizens,  although  under 
Caracalla’s  reign  those  privileges  were  doubtful.  The  taxes  under  Caracalla’s  reign  were  notorious,  with  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  the  treasury  being  used  to  support  the  military — there  were  50,000  Praetorians  receiving 
about  4 Denarii  per  man  per  day,  as  well  as  the  Legions,  receiving  about  2 Denarii  per  man  per  day  for  the  average 
foot  soldier,  not  including  the  extra  annual  donatives  and  gifts  he  made  to  them  totaling  approximately  10  million 
Denarii. 


GETA 

Augustus,  209  - 212  A.D. 
Born  189  - died  212  A.D.,  age  23 


L.  or  P.  SEPTIMIUS  GETA  was  the  younger  son  of  Severus  and  Julia  Domna,  born  in  Rome  in  189  A.D.  In  198 
he  was  given  the  title  of  Caesar  at  the  same  time  as  his  elder  brother,  Caracalla,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Augustus.  He  took  part  in  the  British  expedition  which  began  in  208,  and  during  the  course  of  his  campaign  he 
was  created  Augustus  (209  A.D.),  it  being  Severus’  clear  intention  that  the  brothers  should  inherit  the  throne 
jointly.  The  savage  and  jealous  nature  of  Caracalla  would,  however,  admit  to  no  such  long-term  arrangement.  It 
was  proposed,  since  there  would  be  no  reconciliation  between  the  brothers,  the  Empire  be  divided  between  them 
(as  was  done  with  Antony  and  Octavian)  with  Geta  in  charge  of  Egypt  and  Asia.  Caracalla  consented  to  meet  with 
Geta  and  their  mother  (as  the  mediator)  to  discuss  the  arrangement,  but  enlisted  the  aid  of  some  Centurions  who 
concealed  themselves  in  the  palace,  and  then  rushed  out  and  murdered  Geta  in  his  mother’s  arms  in  February  212 
A.D.,  after  only  twelve  months  of  joint-rule.  There  followed  a vigorous  persecution  of  all  the  adherents  of  Geta  at 
which  time,  it  is  said,  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  people  met  their  deaths. 


MACRINUS 

Augustus,  217  - 218  A.D. 

Born  164  - died  218  A.D.,  age  54 

MARCUS  OPELIUS  MACRINUS  was  born  of  very  humble  parents  at  Caesarea  in  Mauretania  in  164  A.D.  After 
holding  various  appointments  in  the  imperial  household,  he  became  Prefect  of  the  Praetorian  Guard  for  civil  affairs 
under  Caracalla.  A stroke  of  fate  kept  Macrinus  alive  to  later  assume  his  role  as  Emperor.  A nameless  African 
fortuneteller  had  a vision  that  "Macrinus  and  his  son  were  destined  to  reign  over  the  Empire.”  News  of  the 
prediction  filtered  through  the  provinces  and  the  author  was  summoned  in  chains  to  the  Prefect  of  the  City  who 
was  responsible  for  detecting  rival  claimants  to  the  throne.  The  African  repeated  the  prophecy  to  the  defect 
whereupon  the  magistrate  sent  a sealed  message  containing  the  prediction  to  the  Imperial  Court  which  was  now 
in  Syria.  When  the  messenger  arrived,  Caracalla  received  the  packet  of  messages,  but  gave  them  unopened  to 
Macrinus,  directing  him  to  take  care  of  the  ordinary  affairs  and  report  to  him  the  more  important  matters  later, 
as  he  was  involved  in  the  conduct  of  a chariot  race.  Thus,  Macrinus  read  about  his  fate  and  was  determined  not 
to  let  his  Emperor  eliminate  him  as  a possible  competitor.  Macrinus  enlisted  the  aid  of  Martialis,  a soldier  who  had 
been  "passed-over”  for  the  rank  of  Centurion.  On  April  8th,  Martialis  drew  close  to  Caracalla  while  the  Emperor 
was  indisposed  in  the  bushes,  relieving  himself,  and  away  from  his  cavalry  guards  who  remained  at  a "respectful 
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distance,”  and  stabbed  the  Emperor  with  his  dagger.  For  the  next  three  days  there  was  no  one  to  assume  the  Purple. 
Initially  the  senior  Pi'aetorian  Pi'efect  for  military  affairs,  Adventus,  was  considered,  but  he  was  of  advanced  age, 
not  in  the  best  of  health  and  not  well  known.  He  gladly  refused,  to  the  benefit  of  the  more  eager  Macrinus,  who 
promised  a large  donative  to  the  Praetorians.  On  April  11,  217,  Macrinus  was  saluted  Augustus  by  his  troops,  and 
his  elevation  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  A peace  was  quickly  concluded  with  the  Parthians,  but  the  terms  were 
so  unfavorable  to  the  Romans  that  Macrinus  lost  much  of  his  popularity.  A conspiracy,  fostered  by  Julia  Maesa, 
the  sister  of  Julia  Domna,  in  favor  of  her  grandson  Bassianus  (Elagabalus),  caused  the  Syrian  army  to  break  into 
open  revolt.  In  the  ensuing  struggle  Macrinus  was  defeated  and  fled  to  Chalcedon,  but  was  betrayed,  captured  and 
put  to  death  after  a reign  of  fourteen  months. 


DIADUMENIAN 
Augustus,  218  A.D. 

Born  208  - died  218  A.D.,  age  10 


MARCUS  OPELIUS  DIADUMENIANUS,  the  son  of  Macrinus,  was  born  in  208  A.D.,  and  was  given  the  rank 
of  Caesar  at  the  same  time  his  father  was  saluted  Augustus.  In  the  following  year  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Augustus,  which  was  again  marked  by  a large  donative  to  the  Praetorians.  After  his  father’s  defeat  he  fled  toward 
Parthia,  only  to  be  overtaken  and,  considered  a coward  for  fleeing,  executed. 


ELAGABALUS 
Augustus,  218  - 222  A.D. 
Born  205  - died  222  A.D.,  age  17 


VARIUS  AVITUS  BASSIANUS,  later  known  as  MARCUS  AURELIUS  ANTONINUS,  was  born  at  Emesa  about 
205  A.D.,  the  son  of  Sextus  Varius  Marcellus  and  Julia  Soaemias,  the  daughter  of  Julia  Maesa.  In  his  boyhood  he 
was  appointed  priest  of  the  Sun-God  Baal  (worshipped  locally  under  the  name  Elah-Gabal),  and  it  is  by  this  name, 
ELAGABALUS  (or  incorrectly  by  some  historians,  Heliogabalus),  that  he  is  best  known.  On  May  16th,  219  A.D., 
he  was  proclaimed  Emperor  by  the  troops  stationed  in  the  district  around  Emesa,  and  the  revolt  soon  spread  to  the 
rest  of  the  Syrian  army.  Julia  Maesa,  the  grandmother  of  Elagabalus,  was  the  power  broker  and  true  instigator 
of  the  rebellion.  Thking  advantage  of  the  growing  unpopularity  of  Macrinus,  she  spread  the  rumor  among  the 
soldiers  that  Elagabalus  was  the  illegitimate  son  of  Caracalla,  whose  memory  the  soldiers  held  dearly.  She  also 
distributed  large  sums  from  her  considerable  estate  to  convince  those  who  doubted  the  questionable  resemblance 
of  Bassianus  to  their  former  Emperor  and  benefactor,  Caracalla.  Following  the  defeat  of  the  army  of  Macrinus, 
Elagabalus  was  accepted  by  the  Senate  as  Emperor  and  began  a leisurely  journey  to  Rome.  He  then  imposed  the 
worship  of  Baal  on  the  Romans,  appointed  men  to  high  positions  on  the  basis  of  their  physical  attractiveness,  and 
staged  public  homosexual  orgies.  Command  of  the  Praetorians  was  given  to  an  ex-actor  and  the  care  of  the  food 
supply  to  a hairdresser.  His  reign  was  notorious  for  religious  fanaticism,  as  well  as  for  cruelty,  bloodshed  and 
excesses  of  every  description.  In  221  A.D.,  his  grandmother,  Julia  Maesa,  persuaded  him  to  adopt  his  cousin, 
Alexianus,  a gentle,  less-perverted  sort.  Shortly  afterwards,  Elagabalus  recanted  and  the  Praetorians,  bribed  by 
Alexianus’  mother  Mamaea,  mutinied.  On  March  10th,  222,  Elagabalus  and  his  mother,  Julia  Soaemias,  were 
murdered  in  the  Praetorian  camp.  Their  bodies  were  dragged  through  the  streets  of  Rome  and  thrown  into  the 
Tiber.  Rome  was  relieved  when  the  Senate  proclaimed  Alexianus  (now  called  Severus  Alexander)  Emperor. 
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SEVERUS  ALEXANDER 
Augustus,  222  - 235  A.D. 

Born  208  - died  235  A.D.,  age  27 

MARCUS  AURELIUS  SEVERUS,  originally  named  Alexianus,  was  born  about  208  A.D.,  the  son  of  Julia 
Mamaea  and  Gessius  Marcianus.  In  221  he  was  adopted  by  Elagabalus,  his  cousin,  and  given  the  title  of  Caesar. 
After  the  murder  of  Elagabalus,  Alexander  was  at  once  acknowledged  as  Emperor  by  the  Praetorian  Guard,  the 
Senate  giving  its  confirmation  the  following  day.  Alexander  ruled  the  empire  wisely  and  the  condition  of  the  State 
was  considerably  improved.  Unfortunately,  the  Emperor  was  very  much  under  the  influence  of  his  mother,  and  this 
was  greatly  resented  by  the  army.  For  the  first  nine  years  of  his  reign,  the  Empire  was  untroubled  by  foreign  wars. 
In  232,  however,  Alexander  had  to  take  the  field  against  the  Sassanid  King  Ardashir  who  had  recently  overthrown 
the  Arsacid  Kingdom  of  Parthia  and  was  now  threatening  Syria  and  Cappadocia.  This  campaign  met  with  only 
limited  success,  and  Alexander  soon  had  to  return  to  the  West  where  disturbances  on  the  German  frontier  required 
his  presence.  Before  the  fighting  actually  began,  however,  the  soldiers  proclaimed  Maximinus,  one  of  their 
commanders.  Emperor.  Alexander  and  Julia  Mamaea  were  murdered  at  their  camp  near  Mainz  (March  22nd,  235 
A.D.),  ending  the  so-called  Severan  Dynasty. 

And  so  it  was,  that  the  debauchery  and  murders  were  to  continue  through  many  succeeding  reigns,  most  lasting 
less  than  a few  years  at  best,  some  months,  some  only  days.  Stability  was  finally  reestablished  by  Constantine  the 
Great,  the  first  Christian  Emperor,  in  306  A.D. 
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AS  USED  IN  THIS  TEXT  AND  ON  COINS 


TITLE 

ABBREVIATION 

AEDILE 



ARMENIACUS* 

(ARMEN.) 

AUGUR* 

(AV  or  AVG) 

AUGUSTUS* 

(AVG) 

BRITANNICUS* 

(BRIT.) 

CAESAR 

(CAES) 

CONSUL* 

(COS) 

DIVUS* 

GERMANICUS* 

(DIVI) 

(GERM.) 

IMPERATOR 

(IMP) 

MAGNUS* 

(MAG.) 

OPTIMUS* 

(OPT.) 

PATER  PATRIAE 
PARTHICUS* 

(PP) 

(PARTH 

PONTIFEX  MAXIMUS* 

(P.M.) 

PRAETOR 

PRINCEPS  IVVENTUTIS* 
QUAESTOR* 

SENATUS  CONSULTO* 

TRIBUNE* 


(varies) 

(Q.  or  QST.) 
(S  C) 
S.P.Q.R. 


TRIBUNICIA  POSTESTATE*  (TR.P.) 


DESCRIPTION 

An  official  in  charge  of  buildings. 

An  additional  surname  initially  conferred  upon  a com- 
mander/emperor after  winning  a major  victory  over  the 
Armenians. 

Priest  and  diviner. 

The  name/title  Octavian  requested  the  Senate  to  confer 
upon  him  to  replace  Octavianus;  it  loosely  translated 
means,  "revered”  or  "worthy  of  veneration”  and  refers 
to  the  Auctoritas  of  the  individual.  He  used  it  inter- 
changeably as  a name  and  title  throughout  his  lifetime. 
However,  after  his  death,  it  was  used  solely  as  a title  to 
mean  Supreme  Ruler  by  each  successor  to  the  throne. 

An  additional  surname  initially  conferred  upon  a com- 
mander/emperor after  winning  a major  victory  over  the 
Britains. 

Formally  a surname  of  the  Julian  family.  Later  it  came 
to  mean  the  equivalent  of  the  title  of  Prince  — the  heir 
to  the  throne. 

The  office  of  Consul,  the  highest  of  the  Roman  magis- 
tracies, usually  followed  by  a number  in  Roman  numer- 
als (eg:  I or  II  etc.),  indicating  how  many  extensions  of 
the  office  have  been  granted. 

God,  or  Goddess  (Diva). 

An  additional  surname  initially  conferred  upon  a com- 
mander/emperor after  winning  a major  victory  over  the 
Germans. 

Supreme  commander  or  leader  - usually  conferred  by  a 
legion  upon  its  commander  prior  to,  or  as  part  of  the 
pressure  on  the  Senate  to  confirm  him  as  Emperor. 

A surname  granted  by  the  Senate  meaning  "The 
Great.” 

A laudatory  cognomen  meaning  "Best”  which  was  first 
conferred  on  Trajan  and  generally  regarded  by  the  Ro- 
man people  as  exclusively  suitable  to  that  emperor. 

A title  of  honor  meaning  "Father  of  the  Country.” 

An  additional  surname  initially  conferred  upon  a com- 
mander/emperor after  winning  a major  victory  over  the 
Parthians. 

The  chief  of  the  Pontifices  (Priests  of  the  Gods),  literal- 
ly "Chief  Priest  of  the  Gods,”  who  supervised  religious 
practices,  regulated  the  calendar,  presided  over  adop- 
tions and  marriages,  and  kept  the  public  records. 

A magistrate,  just  below  the  office  of  Consul. 

"Prince  of  the  Youth”  or  simply,  "Prince.” 

A judge  of  criminal  cases  and  State  Treasurer. 

With  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 

"On  the  authority  of  the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome.” 
Any  of  six  officers  who  rotated  command  over  a legion 
for  a year.  Also  a lesser  magistrate  who  usually  repre- 
sented the  plebians. 

"With  Tribunician  Power.”  After  Augustus,  this  title  was 
usually  conferred  only  upon  the  Emperor.  An  honor  sug- 
gesting that  the  Emperor  will  protect  the  rights  of  the 
people  against  magistrates  who  are  unfair.  Usually  fol- 
lowed by  Roman  numerals  indicating  the  number  of  suc- 
cessive terms  of  the  office.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  the 
Emperor  effectively  diminished  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trates by  reserving  the  final  authority  for  himself 


* Please  note  that  in  Latin,  the  "U”  and  the  "V”  are  used  interchangeably  and  always  written  as  a "V”. 


The  title  of  IMPERATOR  (IMP)  usually  precedes  the  name  of  the  individual,  as  does  in  some  cases  (about 
half  of  the  time)  the  title  CAESAR;  the  balance  of  the  honors  usually  follow  the  name,  when  placed  in  the  legend 
on  a coin.  The  title  of  Augustus  (AVG)  always  follows  the  name,  unless  the  individual  is  a "prince”  and  not  yet 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  Emperor.  The  obverse  of  the  Aureus  of  Nerva  in  this  collection  reads:  IMP  NERVA  CAES 
AVG  PM  TRP  COS  II  PP  (spaces  added  for  clarity)  meaning  - IMPERATOR  NERVA  CAESAR  AUGUSTUS  - 
TRIBUNICIA  POTESTATE  - CONSUL  (for  the  second  term)  - PATER  PATRIAE.  Most  Emperor’s  names  are 
abbreviated  on  coins  because  of  the  length  of  the  name,  especially  on  smaller  coins,  such  as  Aurei  and  Denari, 
except  for  the  shorter  names  of  Nero,  Galba,  Otho,  Nerva,  and  Geta. 

For  an  excellent  text  on  the  dating  of  Roman  coins  and  an  explanation  of  their  reverse  types,  see:  Roman 
Coins  and  their  Values,  by  David  R.  Sear;  Seaby  Publications,  Ltd.  David,  is  a well-known  and  respected 
authority  and  author  on  ancient  Roman  and  Greek  coinage,  and  this  book  is  a condensed  basic  catalogue  of 
Roman  coins. 

Details,  dates,  and  various  general  information,  which  were  used  to  formulate  the  text,  were  taken  from: 

Henry  Cohen,  DESCRIPTION  HISTORIQUE  DES  MONNAIES  FRAPEES  SOUS  L’EMPIRE 
ROMAIN:  MEDAILLES  IMPERIALES,  Paris,  1880-1892. 

David  R.  Sear,  ROMAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES,  Seaby  Publications,  Ltd.,  London,  1981. 

Rodolfo  Lanciani,  THE  RUINS  AND  EXCAVATIONS  OF  ANCIENT  ROME,  Houghton  Mifflin, 
New  York,  1897. 

Will  Durant,  THE  HISTORY  OF  CIVILIZATION,  VOLUME  III,  Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York, 
1944. 

Edward  Gibbon,  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 
1783,  Reprinted  and  Revised  Volumes  I through  IV,  Charles  C.  Bigelow  & Co.,  New 
York,  1845. 

The  early  Roman  historians:  DIO  CASSIUS,  SUETONIUS,  TACITUS,  HERODIAN,  AELIO 
VERO,  CAPITOLINUS  & SPARTIANUS. 

Plus:  Various  other  selected  sources,  including  dictionaries  and  encyclopediae. 

Special  thanks  go  to  Ruth  Smith  for  the  extensive  typing  and  dictation  of  the  manuscript,  which  started  4V2 
years  ago  and  has  gone  through  countless  revisions,  to  Erika  Bierschwale  for  proofreading  the  manuscripts  and 
for  translating  from  various  foreign  texts,  and  to  Dr.  Jan  Eric  Blamberg,  for  his  counsel  in  reviewing  the  text.  I 
would  also  like  to  extend  a special  thanks  to  Elizabeth  Pfliig  McMahon  for  the  cover  design. 

Finally,  without  the  aid  and  counsel  of  Harlan  J.  Berk,  who  assisted  me  in  locating  and  purchasing  a sizable 
portion  of  these  outstanding  pieces  of  ancient  history  and  masterpieces  of  ancient  art,  this  remarkable  assem- 
blage would  not  have  been  possible. 


John  Whitney  Walter,  August  1990 
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Public  Auction  Sale 


FIRST  SESSION 

THURSDAY  EVENING,  NOVEMBER  29,  1990  — 6:30  P.M.  LOTS  1 - 79 
(First  Session  Continues  in  Separate  Catalogue) 


LUCIUS  CORNELIUS  SULLA 


Lot  No.  1 


1 L.  CORNELIUS  SULLA  (Dictator,  82-79  B.C.)  and  L.  MANLIUS  TORQUATUS. 

AUREUS,  10.42  g;  Crawford  367/4,  Sydenham  756  (R-8). 

Struck  circa  82  B.C.  Moving  mint  of  Sulla  in  Greece  (Peloponnesus). 

Obu:  Helmeted  head  of  Roma  right.  Legend:  "L.  MANLI  PRO.  Q”  (Llucius]  MANLI|us] 

PROIconsul]  Qiuaestor]). 

Ru:  Sulla  as  Triumphator  in  quadriga  crowned  by  Victory  flying.  Legend:  "L.  SVLLA  IM” 

(Llucius]  SVLLA  IMIperator])  in  exergue. 

This  Aureus  was  struck  by  Lucius  Manlius  Torquatus,  as  Quaestor  (State  Treasurer),  under  special  authority  by 
the  Senate  to  enable  Sulla  to  pay  his  army.  The  type  celebrates  Sulla’s  victory  over  Mithradates  VI  of  Pontus.  The 
coin  is  historically  important  as  the  first  Aureus  issued  by  Rome. 

Provenance:  Purchased  by  John  W.  Garrett  from  Spink,  November  8,  1930  at  $136.00. 

Ex  The  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I,  May  16,  1984,  lot  659  at  $4,400.00. 

Ex  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  50th  Mail  Bid  Sale,  November  18,  1987,  lot  24  at  $16,000.00. 

Condition:  Extremely  well  struck  for  this  issue  of  which  very  few  survive  in  any  condition,  least  of 

all  this  choice.  Nearly  Mint  State  and  very  rare.  (Depicted  on  front  cover). 

($15,000-20,000) 


2 L.  CORNELIUS  SULLA  and  L.  MANLIUS  TORQUATUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.76  g;  Crawford  367/3,  Sydenham  757  (R-2). 

Struck  circa  82  B.C.  Moving  mint  of  Sulla  in  Greece  (Peloponnesus). 

Obv:  Helmeted  head  of  Roma  right.  Legend:  "L.  MANLI  PRO.  Q.” 

Rv:  Sulla  as  Triumphator  in  quadriga  crowned  by  Victory  flying.  Legend:  "L.  SVLLA  IM”  in 

exergue. 

Companion  piece  and  exact  match  to  the  Aureus. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  March  14,  1988. 

Condition:  Good  Very  Fine  and  quite  scarce.  ($100-150) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Sulla,  see  above  pages  7,  8. 
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Lot  No.  3 
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I 


Lot  No. 


3 
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Lot  No.  3 


Lot  No.  4 
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CNAEUS  POMPEIUS  MAGNUS 


Lot  No.  3 


3 POMPEY  MAGNUS  (THE  GREAT).  (Dictator,  53-48  B.C.). 

AUREUS,  7.86g;  Crawford  511/1,  Sydenham  1346  (R-7),  Cohen  1. 

Posthumous  Issue  of  Sextus  Pompey,  struck  circa  42-40  B.C.  in  Sicily. 

Obv:  Head  of  Sextus  Pompey,  bearded.  Legend;  "MAG.  PIVS  IMP.  ITER.”  All  within  oak 

wreath. 

Rv:  Pompey  the  Great  and  his  son  Cnaeus  Pompey  facing;  on  left,  lituus;  on  right,  tripod. 

Legend;  "PRAEF  CLAES.  ET.  ORAE.  MARIT.  EX.  S.C.” 

This  Aureus,  the  only  coin  issue  of  Sextus,  was  struck  on  his  sole  authority  from  his  base  in  Sicily  while  he  held 
from  the  Senate  the  naval  command  with  the  title  PRAEFECTUS  CLASSIS  ET  ORAE  MARITIMA.  The  coin  neatly 
summarizes  the  honors  and  accomplishments  of  the  family  of  Pompey.  The  obverse  portrait  of  Sextus  Pompey  is 
surrounded  by  an  oak  wreath,  probably  referring  to  his  rescue  of  the  victims  of  the  proscription.  The  reverse  bears 
the  portraits  of  his  father,  Pompey  the  Great,  and  his  brother,  Cnaeus  Pompeius  Junior  flanked  by  a lituus  and 
tripod,  symbolizing  their  respective  priesthoods  - augur  and  decemvir  sacris  faciundis. 

This  was  the  first  realistic  and  artistically  significant  portrait  to  be  struck  of  a living  person;  Sextus  Pompey. 
It  would  set  a standard  of  brutally  frank  portraits  that  Roman  coins  would  come  to  be  known  for.  No  Aurei  bear 
the  portrait  of  Pompey  the  Great  on  the  obverse.  However,  tbe  portraits  of  Pompey  and  his  son  Cnaeus  on  the 
reverse  of  this  coin  are  flawlessly  executed  exhibiting,  though  only  3 mm  tall,  the  individual  characteristics  that 
make  them  real  portraits  and  not  just  representations. 

Provenance:  Ex  Numismatic  Fine  Arts  Auction  XXII,  June  1,  1989,  lot  17. 

Condition:  This  is  one  of  the  finest  known  of  the  24  recorded  specimens  of  this  issue.  No  examples 

were  in  the  Garrett  or  Franz  Trau  Collections.  Lustrous  Near  Mint  State. 

($90,000-100,000) 

Note;  See  lot  No.  12  (Sextus  Pompey)  for  another  specimen  of  this  Aureus.  For  a historical  commentary  on 
Pompey  Magnus,  see  above  pages  8,  9. 


4 POMPEY  MAGNUS  (THE  GREAT). 

DENARIUS,  3.91  g;  Crawford  511/3a,  Sydenham  1344  (R-4),  Cohen  17. 

Posthumous  issue  of  Sextus  Pompey,  struck  circa  42-40  B.C. 

Obv:  Head  of  Cn.  Pompeius  Magnus  (the  Great);  behind  head,  jug;  before,  lituus.  Legend; 

"MAG.  PIVS.  IMP.  ITER.” 

Rv:  Neptune  wearing  diadem,  holding  aplustre  with  cloak  over  left  arm,  placing  foot  on  prow; 

on  either  side  a Catanaean  brother  bearing  his  father  on  his  shoulder.  Legend;  "PRAEF”; 
in  exergue,  "CLAS.  ET.  ORAE  MARIT.  EX.  S.C.” 

This  Denarius  was  struck  by  Sextus  Pompey  after  his  victory  over  Salvidienus  and  refers  to  his  acclamation  as 
the  "son  of  Neptune.”  The  representation  of  the  Sicilian  brothers  Anapias  and  Amphinomus  saving  their  parents 
from  the  eruption  of  Etna  may  refer  to  generial  filial  piety  or  to  Catana  where  the  coin  issue  was  probably  struck. 
The  issue  always  carries  a wonderful  portrait  of  Pompey  with  this  one  being  a little  better  than  most. 

Provenance:  Stack’s  Auction,  December  11,  1987,  lot  3444. 

Condition:  The  reverse  die  is  always  too  large  for  the  planchets  used,  but  in  this  case  almost 
everything  fits,  which  is  quite  unusual.  Near  Mint  State.  Rare.  ($1,000-1,200) 
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Lot  No.  5 


Lot  No.  6 
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JULIUS  CAESAR 


Lot  No.  5 

5 JULIUS  CAESAR  (Dictator,  48-44  B.C.),  and  OCTAVIAN. 

Moneyer  C.  Caesar  (Octavian). 

AUREUS,  8.14  g;  Crawford  490/2,  Sydenham  1321  (R-8),  Cohen  2. 

Struck  43  B.C.  Mint:  Gallia  Cisalpina  & Italy. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Octavian,  bearded.  Legend:  "C.  CAESAR.  COS.  PONT.  AVG.” 

Rv:  Portrait  of  Julius  Caesar.  Legend:  "C.  CAESAR.  DICT.  PERP.  PONT.  MAX.” 

The  above  Aureus  depicts  Octavian  as  Consul  and  Pontifex  Maximus,  shortly  after  he  marched  into  Rome  and 
organized  consular  elections  over  the  objections  of  the  Senate.  The  portrait  of  the  assassinated  Julius  Caesar  clearly 
advertised  Octavian’s  position  as  adopted  son  and  heir. 

Other  than  a rare  restitution  issue  by  Trajan,  this  is  the  only  portrait  of  Julius  Caesar  issued  in  Gold. 

Provenance:  Ex  Christie’s,  London,  October  18,  1985,  lot  27. 

Condition:  This  coin  has  a much  finer  modeled  portrait  of  Julius  than  normal.  It  is  also  struck  in 
higher  relief  than  usual.  Very  Fine/About  Extremely  Fine.  Very  rare. 

($12,000-15,000) 


Lot  No.  6 


6 JULIUS  CAESAR. 

Moneyer  L.  Livineius  Regulus. 

DENARIUS,  3.96  g;  Crawford  494/24,  Sydenham  1106  (R-5),  Cohen  2. 

Struck  42  B.C. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Julius  Caesar,  laurel  branch  left,  winged  caduceus  right. 

Rv:  Charging  bull.  Legend:  "L.  LIVINEIVS  REGVLVS.” 

L.  Livineius  Regulus,  the  moneyer  of  this  issue,  was  probably  the  son  of  Cicero’s  friend  of  the  same  name  who 
had  distinguished  himself  as  Praetor  and/or  Praefectus  Urbi.  The  appearance  of  the  portrait  of  Caesar  between 
laurel-branch  and  caduceus  with  a bull  reverse  type  may  recall  a favorable  omen  of  47  B.C. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XX,  March  9,  1988,  lot  57. 

Condition:  It  is  only  very  rarely  that  one  comes  upon  a fully  struck,  problem-free,  Caesar  portrait 
Denarius,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  few.  As  luck  would  have  it,  it  is  also  one  of  the  most 
artistic  dies  of  the  series.  Ibned  Extremely  Fine  with  lustre.  Rare.  ($8,000-10,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Julius  Caesar,  see  above  pages  9,  10. 
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Lot  No.  7 
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Lot  No.  7 
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MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS 


Lot  No.  7 

7 MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRVTVS.  (Imperator,  44-42  B.C.). 

Moneyers  M.  Junius  Brutus  and  R Servilius  Casca  Longus. 

AUREUS,  8.07  g;  Crawford  507/lb,  Sydenham  1297  (R-9),  Cohen  14. 

Struck  circa  43-42  B.C.  Moving  Mint  of  Brutus  in  Greece. 

Obv:  Portrait  head  of  Brutus  within  laurel  wreath.  Legend:  "BRVTVS  IMP.” 

Rv:  Trophy  with  curved  sword,  two  spears,  letter  "L”  below  and  a figure  eight  shield;  at  base, 

ship’s  prows  right  and  left,  with  rudder  right  and  a shield  on  each  prow.  Legend  "CASCA 
LONGVS.” 

The  appearance  of  portraits  of  Caesar  while  alive  on  his  coinage  stirred  among  the  Roman  aristocracy  their  worst 
fears  of  the  emergence  of  a Hellenistic-style  king.  This  issue  of  Brutus  with  his  self-portrait  is  then  particularly 
ironic.  Perhaps  the  fame  of  the  assassin  had  made  him  a living  symbol  of  Liberty.  Perhaps  there  was  a need  to  show 
the  latest  candidate  to  an  empire  growing  accustomed  to  being  ruled  by  a great  man.  In  any  event,  the  unadorned 
portrait  is  brutally  realistic  and  surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath  of  Victory.  The  moneyer,  Publius  Servilius  Casca 
Longus,  was  Tribune  of  the  Plebs  in  44  B.C.  He  took  part  in  Caesar’s  assassination  and  fled  to  join  Brutus  in  the 
East.  The  trophy  on  the  coin  reverse  represents  combined  land  and  sea  power.  The  "L”  may  represent  a victory  at 
Lycia. 

Provenance:  Ex  Leu  Auction  22,  May  8,  1979,  lot  184. 

Ex  NFA  Auction  XXII,  June  1,  1989,  lot  23. 

Condition:  When  this  coin  was  purchased  in  1989,  it  brought  the  highest  price  ever  realized  for  a 

Roman  Aureus,  $232,200.  At  that  time  the  portrait  was  caked  with  decomposed  leather 
which,  when  removed  after  its  1989  purchase,  exposed  an  even  more  remarkable  portrait 
than  previously  thought.  With  only  8 recorded  specimens,  of  which  this  is  possibly  the 
finest  (better  than  Mazzini  and  Hunt,  and  missing  in  Garrett),  and  being  a party  to  one 
of  the  best  known  episodes  in  all  of  history,  this  coin  must  be  one  of  the  most  important 
coins  in  the  entire  Roman  series.  Certainly  one  of,  if  not  the  finest  known!  Near  Mint 
State  and  of  the  highest  rarity.  ($230,000—250,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Marcus  Junius  Brutus,  see  above  page  10. 


— 41  — 


Lot  No.  8 


Lot  No.  9 
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MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS 


Lot  No.  8 


8 MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS. 

Moneyers  M.  Junius  Brutus  and  R Servilius  Casca  Longus. 

AUREUS,  7.32  g;  Crawford  507/lb,  Sydenham  1297  (R-9),  Cohen  14. 

Struck  circa  43-42  B.C.  Moving  Mint  of  Brutus  in  Greece. 

Obv:  Portrait  head  of  Brutus. 

Rv:  Trophy  as  previous. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XX,  March  1988,  lot  61. 

Condition:  Very  Fine.  ($30,000-40,000) 

It  is  amazing  that  two  of  the  classic  rarities  of  the  Roman  series  would  appear  in  the  same  auction.  Here  is  a 
chance  to  obtain  this  excessively  rare  Aureus  at  a more  "moderate”  price. 


9 MARCUS  JUNIUS  BRUTUS. 

Moneyer  L.  Servius  Rufus. 

DENARIUS,  3.82  g;  Crawford  515/2,  Sydenham  1082  (R-6),  Cohen  — . 

Struck  circa  41  B.C.  Rome  Mint. 

Obv:  Head  of  Brutus.  Legend:  "L.  SERVIVS  RVFVS.” 

Rv:  Dioscuri,  each  holding  spear,  with  sword  hanging  from  waist. 

The  probability  is,  as  Crawford  states,  that  L.  Servius  Rufus  placed  the  unnamed  portrait  of  Brutus  on  this 
Denarius  issue  "for  the  expression  of  political  sympathy.”  The  reverse  refers  to  an  important  event  in  the  moneyer’s 
family.  In  374  B.C.  the  Roman  military  tribune  Servius  Sulpicius  Rufus  took  part  in  raising  the  siege  of  Tusculum. 
The  deities  Castor  and  Pollox  were  especially  worshipped  in  this  city. 

Condition:  Fine.  Rare.  ($800-1,000) 
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Lot  No.  10 


Lot  No.  11 
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GAIUS  CASSIUS  LONGINUS 


10  C.  CASSIUS  LONGINUS  (Imperator,  44-42  B.C.)  and  P.  CORNELIUS  LENTULUS. 

AUREUS,  8.11g;  Crawford  500/2,  Sydenham  1306  (R-7),  Cohen  3. 

Struck  circa  43-42  B.C.  Moving  mint  of  Cassius  and  Brutus  in  Greece. 

Obv:  Diademed  head  of  Libertas  wearing  earring  and  necklace.  Legend;  "LEIBERTAS”  on 

right;  "C.  CASSI.IMP”  on  left. 

Rv:  Jug  and  lituus.  Legend:  "LENTVLVS  SPINT”. 

The  issues  of  Cassius  are  truly  republican  in  feel.  The  obverse  bears  not  a portrait  of  the  tyrannicide,  but  of 
Libertas.  The  reverse  refers  solely  to  the  moneyer,  P.  Cornelius  Lentulus  Spinther,  who  had  been  sent  to  Asia  by 
the  Senate  as  quaestor  to  another  tyrannicide,  C.  Trebonius.  Lentulus  joined  Brutus  and  Cassius  after  the  death 
of  Trebonius.  The  jug  and  lituus  refer  to  Lentulus’  membership  in  the  college  of  augurs. 


Provenance:  Ex  H.  Montague  Collection.  Rollin  & Feuardent,  Paris,  February  20,  1886,  lot  43. 
Ex  de  Quelen  Collection,  Rollin  & Feuardent,  Paris,  May  14,  1888,  lot  502. 

Ex  Hirsch  Auction  XXIX,  Munich,  November  9,  1910,  lot  905. 

Ex  Hess-Leu  Auction  36,  Zurich,  February  17,  1968,  lot  411. 

Ex  NFA  Auction  XXII,  June  1,  1989,  lot  24. 


Condition:  Only  17  specimens  recorded.  Near  Mint  State.  Extremely  rare.  ($18,000-20,000) 


Lot  No.  11 


11  C.  CASSIUS  LONGINUS  and  P.  CORNELIUS  LENTULUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.81g;  Crawford  500/5,  Sydenham  1305  {R-5),  Cohen  6. 

Struck  circa  43-42  B.C.  Moving  mint  of  Brutus  and  Cassius  in  Greece. 

Obv:  Head  of  Libertas  wearing  diadem  and  veil.  Legend:  "LEIBERTAS”  left;  "C.  CASSI  IMP” 

right. 

Rv:  Jug  and  lituus.  Legend:  "LENTVLVS  SPINT”. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  June  15,  1989. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine.  ($800—1,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Cassius,  see  above  page  11. 
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Lot  No.  12 
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Lot  No.  12 
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Lot  No.  12 
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SEXTUS  POMPEIUS  MAGNUS 


12 


SEXTUS  POMPEY  (Imperator,  44-35  B.C.). 

AUREUS,  S.llg;  Crawford  511/1,  Sydenham  1346/2.7,  Cohen  1. 

Struck  42-40  B.C.  in  Sicily. 

Obv:  Head  of  Sextus  Pompey,  bearded;  "MAG.  PIVS  IMP.  ITER”  all  within  oak  wreath. 

Rv:  Pompey  the  Great  and  his  son  Cnaeus  Pompey  facing  on  left  lituus/on  right  tripod. 

Legend:  "PRAEF  CLAES.  ET  .ORAE.  MARIT.  EX.  S.C.” 

Provenance:  Ex  Ars  Classica,  XVII,  1934,  lot  680.  Sir  Arthur  J.  Evans. 

Literature:  A.  Banti  - L.  Simonetti,  Corpus  Nummorum  Romanorum  I,  1972,  p.  257  2/1. 

Condition:  Barely  a hair’s  breadth  in  grade  separates  this  and  lot  3,  yet  this  was  purchased  for  the 
obverse  portrait,  which  is  so  lovingly  engraved  that  magnification  only  further  reveales 
its  great  beauty  and  exquisite  detail.  Near  Mint  State  and,  along  with  lot  3,  one  of  the 
finest  known!  ($90,000-100,000) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Sextus  Pompey,  see  above  page  11. 
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Lot  No.  13 
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— 51  — 


Lot  No.  13 


Lot  No.  14 
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MARK  ANTONY 


Lot  No.  13 

13  MARK  ANTONY  (Imperator,  44-30  B.C.)  and  OCTAVIAN. 

Moneyers  M.  Barbatius  Pollio,  M.  Nerva  and  C.  Gellius. 

AUREUS,  7.81g;  Crawford  517/7,  Sydenham  1187  (R-9),  Cohen  9. 

Struck  41  B.C.  Moving  mint  with  Mark  Antony. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Mark  Antony  with  jug  behind.  Legend:  "M.  ANT.  IMP.  AVG.  III.  VIR.  R.P.C. 

L.  GELL.  Q.  P.” 

Rv:  Portrait  of  Octavian  with  lituus.  Behind  head  legend  "CAESAR.  IMP.  PONT.  III.  VIR. 

R.P.C.” 

This  issue  was  struck  in  the  name  not  only  of  Mark  Antony,  but  also  of  his  officers  M.  Barbatius  Pollio,  M.  Nerva 
and  C.  Gellius.  This  particular  Aureus  bears  the  inscription  of  C.  Gellius  and  as  such,  is  much  rarer  than  those 
bearing  the  name  of  M.  Barbatius.  On  the  reverse  is  a wonderful,  youthful  portrait  of  Octavian,  sporting  a very 
slight  beard.  The  coin  dates  from  the  Second  Triumvirate  of  Antony,  Octavian  and  Lepidus,  before  open  hostilities 
erupted  between  Antony  and  Octavian. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  October  23,  1985. 

Condition:  In  their  1989  sale  referring  to  this  issue,  NFA  claims  only  three  recorded  specimens  issued 
by  this  moneyer.  This,  the  fourth,  is  undoubtedly  the  finest  known  and  much  better  than 
the  still  rare  but  more  available  variety  (Cohen  P.50.9),  lot  44  in  Franz  Trau;  lot  689  in 
Garrett;  and  Plate  X,  No. 8 in  Mazzini.  The  much  inferior  NFA  specimen  brought 
$20,900.00.  F.D.C.  and  just  as  it  was  when  it  left  the  engraver’s  dies!  Excessively  rare 
variety.  ($35,000—40,000) 


Lot  No.  14 


14  MARK  ANTONY  and  OCTAVIAN. 

Moneyer  M.  Barbatius. 

DENARIUS;  Crawford  517/2,  Sydenham  1181  (R-3),  Cohen  7. 

Struck  circa  41  B.C.  Moving  mint  of  M.  Antony. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Mark  Antony.  Legend:  "M.  ANT.  IMP.  AVG.  III.  VIR.  R.P.C.  M.  BARBAT  Q.P.” 

Pd:  Portrait  of  Octavian.  Legend:  "CAESAR.  IMP.  PONT.  III.  VIR.  R.P.C.” 


While  the  portrait  of  Antony  is  very  nice,  that  of  the  young  and  future  emperor  of  the  world  is  photographic  in 
life-like  portrayal.  The  artist  who  created  this  image  of  Octavian,  saw  him  in  life  and  through  his  work  we  are  able 
to  see  the  future  emperor  as  though  in  life. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Mail  Bid  Sale,  May  19,  1987. 


Condition:  Choice  Extremely  Fine. 


($1,200-1,500) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Mark  Antony,  see  above  page  12. 
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Lot  No.  15 


Lot  No.  16 
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AUGUSTUS 


Lot  No.  15 


15  AUGUSTUS.  (Imperator,  44-27  B.C.,  Emperor,  27  B.C.  - 14  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.94g;  RIC  Augustus  539  (PI. 10)  (R-4),  Cohen  1 (Caius). 

Struck  circa  17  B.C.  Uncertain  mint  in  the  East,  possibly  Cyzicus. 

Obv:  Juvenile  portrait  of  Augustus.  Legend:  "CAESAR”. 

Rv:  Candelabrum  ornamented  with  ram’s  heads  and  surmounted  by  crescent,  within  wreath 

entwined  with  bucrania  and  paterae.  Legend:  "AVG  VST”. 

Long  thought  to  be  the  numismatic  portrait  head  of  CAIUS,  grandson  of  Augustus,  this  very  rare  issue  has  been 
reattributed  to  Augustus.  This  coin  commemorates  the  Ludi  Saeculares  of  17  B.C.  The  Ludi  Saeculares  (Secular 
Games)  were  a glorious  harbinger  of  the  new  Augustan  order.  They  were  celebrated  to  mark  the  beginning  of  a new 
age  of  peace  and  prosperity.  Horace  was  specially  commissioned  to  compose  an  ode  for  the  occasion.  The  year  17 
B.C.  also  saw  the  birth  of  a second  son  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Augustus,  and  Agi’ippa.  The  infant  was  named  Lucius 
and,  together  with  his  elder  brother  Gaius,  was  almost  at  once  adopted  by  Augustus,  thereby  providing  a clear  line 
of  succession  to  insure  the  continued  peace  and  harmony  of  the  New  Age. 

Provenance:  Ex  M.  Hyman  Montagu  Coll.  Feuardent  Paris,  April  20,  1896,  lot  10. 

Ex  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  Part  I,  November  10,  1972,  lot  23. 

Ex  Bank  Leu  50,  1990,  lot  269. 

Literature:  G.M.A.  Richter,  Roman  Portraits,  1948,  No. 32. 

Condition:  Less  than  10  specimens  recorded.  Much  better  than  Plate  XXVII,  No.l  in  Mazzini;  missing 

in  Garrett  and  Franz  Trau  collections.  High  relief  Extremely  Fine.  Excessively  rare. 

($20,000-25,000) 


16  AUGUSTUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.75g;  RIC  Augustus  540  (R-2),  Cohen  2 (Cams). 

Struck  circa  17  B.C.  Uncertain  mint  in  the  East,  possibly  Cyzicus. 

Obv:  Juvenile  portrait  of  Augustus.  Legend:  CAESAR  . 

flu:  Candelabrum  ornamented  with  ram’s  heads  and  surmounted  by  crescent,  within  wreath 

entwined  with  bucrania  and  paterae.  Legend:  "AVG  VST”. 

This  is  the  companion  piece  to  the  Aureus. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  May  9,  1990. 

Condition:  Much  better  than  lot  714  in  Garrett,  lot  283  in  Franz  Trau,  and  Plate  XXVIli  Nos.2  & 3 
in  Mazzini.  Extremely  Fine  and  very  rare.  ($5,000-6,000) 
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Lot  No.  17 


Lot  No.  18 


— 56  — 


AUGUSTUS 


Lot  No.  17 


17  AUGUSTUS  (Emperor,  27  B.C.-14  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.63g;  BMC  515,  RIC  Augustus  206  (R-2),  Cohen  42. 

Struck  circa  7-6  B.C.  Mint  of  Lugdunum. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Augustus.  Legend:  "CAESAR  AVGVSTVS  DIVI  F.  PATER 

PATRIAE.”. 

Rv:  Standing  figures  of  Gaius  and  Lucius  Caesar,  each  togate  and  resting  hand  on  shield; 

with  a spear  behin  each  shield,  above  simpulum  on  left,  lituus  on  right.  Legend  "C.L. 
CAESARES  AVGVSTVS  F COS.  DESIG.  PRINC.  IVVENT.” 

In  2 B.C.  Augustus  received  the  title  "Pater  Patriae,”  an  honor  which  Augustus  himself  tells  us  in  the  Res  Gestae 
Diui  Augusti  (35)  particularly  pleased  him.  The  reverse  type  presents  his  grandsons  and  adopted  sons  Gaius  and 
Lucius  clearly  as  heirs  to  the  throne.  They  appear  wearing  the  "toga  virillis”  and  with  the  spears  and  shields 
presented  to  them  by  the  Knights.  The  lituus  and  simpulum  refer  to  the  priesthoods  (pontificate  and  augurate) 
which  Augustus  conferred  upon  them.  Despite  the  death  of  Lucius  in  2 A.D.  and  Gaius  two  years  later,  possibly 
at  the  instigation  of  Livia,  the  reverse  type  continued  to  be  struck  until  the  end  of  Augustus’  reign. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  May  19,  1987. 

Condition:  For  this  issue  the  portrait  of  Augustus  is  exceptional  and  the  flan  very  broad.  Mirror 

surfaces  on  the  obverse.  Near  Mint  State.  ($7,000-9,000) 


Lot  No.  18 


18  AUGUSTUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.81g;  RIC  Augustus  38b  (S),  Cohen  99. 

Struck  circa  19  B.C.  Mint  of  Spain,  possibly  Colonia  Caesaraugusta. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Augustus  wearing  oak  wreath.  Legend:  "CAESAR  AVGVSTVS”. 

Rv:  Comet  of  eight  rays  with  tail  upward.  Legend  "DIVVS  IVLIVS.” 

The  portrait  of  Augustus  is  very  strong  and  well  modeled,  though  struck  in  low  relief.  The  oak  wreath  worn  by 
Augustus  harkens  back  to  the  civic  crown  of  oak  leaves  placed  by  the  Senate  over  the  doorway  of  Augustus  house 
in  recognition  of  his  saving  the  lives  of  fellow  citizens.  The  immediate  occasion  for  the  appearance  of  this  wreath 
on  issues  almost  ten  years  later  may  well  have  been  the  successful  negotiations  with  Parthia  that  led  to  the  return 
of  Roman  survivors  captured  in  the  disastrous  campaigns  of  53,  40  and  36  B.C.  The  reverse  is  of  great  historical 
and  iconographic  importance.  It  shows  Halley’s  comet  which  appeared  in  July  of  44  B.C.,  shortly  after  the  death 
of  Julius  Caesar.  It  was  considered  by  many  as  a confirmation  of  Caesar  s deification  and  the  symbolic  advent  of 
a new  age.  The  appearance  of  this  reverse  type  in  19-18  B.C.  served  to  reinforce  Augustus’  connection  with  Caesar, 
as  well  as  advertising  the  New  Age  which  Augustus  was  soon  to  celebrate  with  the  Ludi  Saeculares.  The  design 
for  the  reverse  shows  the  comet  coming  directly  toward  the  viewer  with  the  words  DIVVS  IVLIVS  emblazoned 
across  its  front.  The  entire  coin,  both  obverse  and  reverse,  is  an  artistic  success. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  November  17,  1986. 

Condition:  Struck  on  a broad  flan.  F.D.C.  ($1,500-2,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Augustus,  see  above  page  13. 
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Lot  No.  19 


Lot  No.  20 
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TIBERIUS 


19  TIBERIUS  (Emperor,  14-37  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.62g;  BMC  46,  RIC  Tiberius  29  (R),  Cohen  16. 

Mint  of  Lugdunum. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Tiberius.  Legend:  "TI  CAESAR  DIVI  AVG  F.  AVGVSTVS”. 

Rv:  Livia  seated  holding  scepter  and  olive  branch.  Legend:  "PONTIF  MAXIM”. 

The  historians  Thcitus  and  Suetonius  recorded  that  Tiberius  accepted  his  destiny  to  rule  with  reluctance  and 
consistently  refused  to  embellish  his  position.  This  in  their  view  was  feigned  modesty.  Certainly  the  rash  of  treason 
trials  and  the  seclusion  and  degeneracy  of  his  personal  life  did  nothing  to  allay  these  suspicions.  Nevertheless  it 
is  clear  from  Tiberius’  public  actions  that  he  considered  it  his  function  as  emperor  and  heir  of  Augustus  to  maintain 
the  Principate  as  Augustus  had  created  it,  without  further  embellishment  or  refinement.  His  coinage  clearly  reveals 
this  extreme  conservatism.  Few  new  coin  types  were  introduced,  and  those  that  were  may  well  have  been  the  result 
of  Sejanus’  temporary  influence.  The  principal  type,  illustrated  above,  shows  a female  figure  holding  an  olive 
branch,  probably  Livia,  Tiberius’  mother,  as  the  goddess  Pax.  This  type  was  copied  from  a scarce  issue  of  Gold  and 
Silver  from  Lugdunum  struck  for  Augustus  toward  the  end  of  his  reign  (cf  BMC  544ff).  Here  the  female  figure  is 
shown  holding  a scepter  and  corn-ears. 

This  coin  presents  a striking  image  of  a hawk-nose,  thin-necked,  despotic  emperor,  a recluse  on  Capri  as  he 
probably  appeared  in  his  declining  years. 

Provenance:  Found  in  North  Africa. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  October  23,  1985. 

Condition:  F.D.C.  ($6,000-8,000) 


Lot  No.  20 


S 20  TIBERIUS. 

DENARIUS,  7.62g;  BMC  34,  RIC  Tiberius  26,  Cohen  15. 

Mint  of  Lugdunum. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Tiberius.  Legend:  "TI  CAESAR  DIVI  AVG  F.  AVGVSTVS  . 

Rv:  Livia  seated  holding  inverted  spear  and  olive  branch.  Legend:  "PONTIF  MAXIM”. 

I This  issue  is  the  famous  "Tribute  Penny”  of  the  Bible  (St.  Mark,  12:14-16),  and  an  excellent  companion  piece  to 
1 the  Aureus. 

Condition:  Reverse  off  center.  Extremely  Fine  with  lustre.  ($400-500) 

' For  a historical  commentary  on  Tiberius,  see  above  pages  13,  14. 


I 
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Lot  No.  21 


Lot  No.  22 
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GAIUS  (CALIGULA) 


Lot  No.  21 


21  CALIGULA  (Emperor,  37-41  A.D.)  and  AGRIPPINA  SENIOR. 

AUREUS,  7.77g;  BMC  14,  RIC  Caligula  13  (R-2),  Cohen  1. 

Struck  circa  37/38  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Caligula.  Legend;  "C.  CAESAR.  AVG.  GERM.  P.M.  TR.  POT”. 

Rv:  Portrait  of  Agrippina  Senior.  Legend:  "AGRIPPINA.  MAT.  C.  CAES.  AVG.  GERM”. 

The  first  year  of  Caligula’s  reign  saw  as  a dominant  theme  on  the  coinage,  the  glorification  of  the  house  of 
Germanicus.  The  deceased  members  were  all  honored  - Germanicus,  Agrippina,  Nero  and  Drusus.  The  reason  is 
clear.  When  Caligula  came  to  the  throne  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  had  no  training  for  the  overwhelming  task 
of  ruling  the  Empire.  His  father,  however,  had  achieved  a name  for  himself  with  his  victories  in  Germany.  His 
mother  had  been  the  daughter  of  the  famous  Agrippa  and  Julia,  Augustus’  daughter.  His  elder  brothers  Nero  and 
Drusus  had  become  the  hope  of  the  better  elements  of  Rome  against  the  increasingly  despised  Tiberius.  Caligula’s 
only  credentials  were  the  honors  and  popularity  of  his  now  deceased  family. 

In  the  sinister  stare  from  the  eye  of  Caligula  in  his  portrait  we  have  a character  study.  The  die  engravers  of  his 
best  coins  were  trying  to  tell  us  something  about  this  Master  of  Rome.  This  issue  is  dedicated  to  Caligula’s  mother, 
wife  of  Germanicus  who  died  of  starvation  off  Pandataria  in  33  A.D.  where  Tiberius,  brother-in-law  of  Agrippina 
and  uncle  of  Caligula,  had  exiled  her. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XIV,  New  York,  November  29,  1984,  lot  325. 

Condition:  About  equal  to  H.  Platt  Hall,  lot  1005;  but  better  than  Mazzini  Plate  XXXVI,  No. 5,  and 
missing  from  Garrett  and  Franz  Trau.  Extremely  Fine  with  full  lustre.  Very  rare. 

($25,000-30,000) 


Lot  No.  22 


22  CALIGULA  and  AGRIPPINA  SENIOR. 

DENARIUS,  3.76g;  BMC  15,  RIC  Caligula  14  (R),  Cohen  2. 

Struck  circa  37/38  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Caligula.  Legend:  "C.  CAESAR.  AVG.  GERM.  P.M.  TR.  POT  . 

Jiu:  Portrait  of  Agrippina  Senior.  Legend:  "AGRIPPINA  .MAT.  C.  CAES.  AVG.  GERM”. 


The  coin  is  the  mate  to  the  previous  lot,  making  a great  pair. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XVIII,  April  1,  1987,  lot  428. 

Condition-  Once  aeain  the  style  is  excellent  and  the  flan  broad  and  problem-free.  Better  than  lot  335 
un^  ag^  ^ Mazzini,  and  missing  in  Garrett  and  H.  Platt  Hall. 

Extremely  Fine.  Quite  rare  this  nice.  ($8,000-10,000) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Gaius,  see  above  page  14. 
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Lot  No.  23 
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CLAUDIUS 


No.  23 


23  CLAUDIUS  (Emperor,  41-54  A.D.),  and  AGRIPPINA  JUNIOR. 

AUREUS,  7.76g;  BMC  74,  RIC  Claudius  80  (R),  Cohen  3. 

Struck  circa  50-54  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Claudius.  Legend:  "TI  CLAVD.  CAESAR.  AVG.  GERM.  PM.  TRIB.  POT.  P.P.” 

Rv:  Portrait  of  Agrippina  Junior.  Legend:  "AGRIPPINAE  AVGVSTAE.” 

Claudius  was  the  only  Roman  Emperor  too  homely  to  be  portrayed  accurately.  The  image  of  Claudius  on  this  coin 
is  wonderfully  modeled,  with  many  levels  that  transform  it  into  miniature  sculpture.  For  Claudius  the  third  wife 
was  hardly  a charmer.  Agrippina  Junior  was  the  sister  of  Caligula  and  mother  of  Nero.  Agrippina,  in  this  portrait, 
looks  very  much  like  Caligula,  a resemblance  which,  unfortunately  for  Rome,  went  beyond  mere  appearance. 

In  39  A.D.  Agrippina  was  linked  to  the  conspiracy  of  Cn.  Cornelius  Lentulus  Gaetulicus  against  Caligula  and 
banished.  She  was  recalled  by  her  uncle  Claudius  who  married  her  in  49  A.D.  With  the  aid  of  Claudius’  key 
advisors,  the  powerful  freedman  Pallas,  Praetorian  Prefect  Burrus  and  the  writer  and  orator  Seneca,  Agrippina 
virtually  ran  the  government.  In  50  A.D.  she  persuaded  Claudius  to  adopt  her  own  son  Nero  as  guardian  over 
Claudius’  son  Britannicus  (four  years  Nero’s  junior).  Four  years  later  Claudius  died,  it  is  generally  believed,  from 
a dish  of  poisoned  mushrooms  handed  to  him  by  Agrippina.  Shortly  after  Nero’s  accession,  Britannicus  died. 

Provenance:  Ex  Sotheby’s  Auction,  October  5,  1988,  lot  857. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine  with  much  original  lustre.  Rare.  ($12,000—15,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Claudius,  see  above  pages  14,  15. 


— 63  — 


Lot  No.  24 


Lot  No.  25 
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NERO 


Lot  No.  24 


24  NERO  (Caesar,  50-54  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.84g;  BMC  84,  RIC  Claudius  76  (R-2),  Cohen  311. 

Issued  under  Claudius,  struck  circa  50-54  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  young  Nero.  Legend:  "NERO  CLAVD  CAES  DRVSVS  GERM  PRINC 

IVVENT”. 

Rv:  Simpulum  and  lituus  on  top,  tripod  and  patera  below.  Legend:  "SACERD  COOPT  IN  OMN 

CONL  SVPRA  NVM  EX  SC”. 

A hint  of  orange  toning  around  the  letters  and  portrait  indicates  that  this  coin  came  from  the  Boscoreale  hoard. 
: Boscoreale  is  a small  township  between  Vesuvius  and  Pompeii.  Nearby  have  been  excavated  several  villae  rusticae 
I buried  by  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius  in  79  A.D.  Among  the  finds  were  a wonderful  hoard  of  Roman  gold,  primarily 
I Neronian  with  some  Flavian  pieces,  and  ninety-four  pieces  of  silver  plate  of  Alexandrine  and  Roman  workmanship, 
f The  full  reverse  legend  of  this  coin  is  "sacerdos  cooptatus  in  omnia  Conlegia  supra  numerum  ex  S.C.”  In  51  A.D. 
( Nero  was  admitted  to  the  four  Collegia  Sacerdotum,  the  Priestly  Colleges:  the  Pontifices,  the  Augures,  the 
Quindecembiri  Sacris  Faciundis  (keepers  of  the  Sibylline  books),  and  the  Epulones  (who  superintended  religious 
banquets).  These  colleges  are  symbolized  by  the  simpulum,  lituus,  tripod  and  patera  respectively.  The  appearance 
of  these  symbols  on  a coin  of  Nero  shows  that  Nero  was  clearly  being  groomed  for  the  imperial  office,  and  his 
ascendency  over  Britannicus  as  heir  to  the  throne  is  apparent. 

Provenance:  Ex  Christie’s  Auction,  June  8,  1988,  lot  99. 

Condition:  This  coin  shows  an  excellent  youthful  portrait  of  Nero.  Extremely  Fine.  Rare. 

($10,000-12,000) 


Lot  No.  25 


25  NERO. 

DENARIUS,  3.39g;  BMC  87,  RIC  Claudius  77  (R-2),  Cohen  316. 
Issued  under  Claudius,  struck  circa  50-54  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 


Obv: 


Nero.  Legend:  "NERO  CLAVD  CAES  DRVSVS  GERM  PRINC 


Rv: 


"SACERD  COOPT  IN  OMN 


Portrait  of  young 

IVVENT”.  u 1 T 

Simpulum  and  lituus  on  top,  tripod  and  patera  below.  Legend: 

CONL  SVPRA  NVM  EX  SC”. 

Provenance'  Ex  the  Frederick  S.  Knobloch  Collection,  Stacks  May  1,  1980,  lot  191. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  December  30,  1987. 

The  coin  is  a perfect  companion  to  the  previous  lot.  The  silver  of  Nero  usually  comes  quite 
which  makes  this  coin  exceptional.  Extremely  Fine.  Rare.  ($3,500-5,000) 


Condition: 


worn. 


Lot  No.  26 


Lot  No.  27 
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NERO 


26  NERO  (Emperor,  54-68  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.35g;  BMC  67,  RIC  Nero  52  (R),  Cohen  118. 

Struck  circa  64-65  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Mature  bearded  portrait  of  Nero.  Legend;  "NERO  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS”. 

Rv:  Jupiter  seated  holding  staff  and  thunderbolt.  Legend:  "IVPPITER  CVSTOS”. 

The  years  64-65  A.D.  were  difficult  ones  for  the  city  of  Rome.  A disastrous  fire  in  64  destroyed  nearly  half  of  the 
city.  In  the  following  year  a great  conspiracy  against  Nero  was  uncovered.  Its  popular  leader,  Gaius  Calpurnius 
Piso,  was  betrayed  and  ended  his  life  by  suicide.  The  IVPPITER  CVSTOS  reverse  alludes  to  both  these  events. 
Jupiter  appears  as  the  guardian  of  the  emperor  as  well  as  the  city.  Under  his  protection  both  survive.  The 
appearance  of  Salus  on  the  following  coin  serves  the  same  purpose. 

This  coin  bears  an  excellent  portrait  of  the  mature  bearded  Nero.  While  this  coin  is  not  rare,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  find  a perfectly  centered  Nero. 

Provenance:  Ex  Bank  Leu,  Auction  38,  May  13,  1986,  lot  239. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine.  ($6,000-7,000) 


Lot  No.  27 


27  NERO  (Mature  Portrait). 

DENARIUS,  3.50g;  BMC  90,  RIC  Nero  60  (R),  Cohen  316. 

Struck  circa  65  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  mature  Nero.  Legend;  "NERO  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS  . 

Rv:  Salus  seated  in  throne  holding  a patera  resting  at  her  side.  Legend:  "SALVS”. 

Provenance:  Found  in  Greece. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  December  14,  1988. 

Condition:  This  is  an  excellent  mature  portrait  of  Nero  which  is  usually  found  in  Good  to  About  Fine 

condition  A niece  in  this  grade  is  very  rare.  Reverse  weakly  struck.  Near  Mint  State. 

($3,000-4,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Nero,  see  above  page  15. 


— 67  — 


Lot  No.  28 


Lot  No.  29 
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SERVIUS  SULPICIUS  GALBA 


Lot  No.  28 


28  GALBA  (Emperor,  July  68  - January  69  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.29g;  RIC  Galba  164  (R-2),  Cohen  286. 

Struck  July  68  - January  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Galba.  Legend:  "IMP.  SER.  GALBA.  AVG”. 

Rv:  Oak  wreath.  Legend:  within  wreath,  "SPQR”  above,  "OBCS”  below. 

Rarely  does  there  appear  a Galba  Aureus  of  this  quality  both  in  an  artistic  sense  as  well  as  in  this  superb  state 
I of  preservation.  The  coin  depicts  a stern,  tough  old  Patrician  with  strong  features,  but  alas  failing  somewhat  with 
I age  especially  about  the  jowls. 

The  reverse  type  harkens  back  to  the  oak  wreath  given  to  Augustus  for  saving  the  lives  of  fellow  citizens.  As  in 
J the  previous  instance,  the  type  alludes  to  the  ending  of  a period  of  civil  war  and  the  establishment  of  a period  of 
I peace.  Unfortunately,  the  appearance  of  the  type  in  68  was  premature.  Galba  was  not  a reincarnation  of  Augustus. 

A New  Order  would  not  be  accomplished  until  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  when  a firm  hand  disposed  of  all  opponents, 
I and  a new  dynasty  was  firmly  established. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  February  28,  1986. 

Condition:  Some  die  rust  in  the  obverse  field.  Near  Mint  State.  Very  rare.  ($20,000-30,000) 


Lot  No.  29 


29  GALBA. 

DENARIUS,  3.12g;  RIC  Galba  170  (R),  Cohen  287. 

Struck  July  68  - January  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Galba.  Legend:  "IMP.  SER.  GALBA.  AVG  . 

Ru;  Oak  wreath.  Legend:  within  wreath,  SPQR  , OB  C S . 

Provenance:  Ex  Sternberg  Auction  XVIII,  November  20,  1986,  lot  433. 

Condition:  Again  Mr.  Whitney  has  managed  to  match  a Denarius  to  an  Aureus  as  was  his  plan.  This 

time  the  Denarius  is  almost  as  lovely  as  the  Aureus  in  an  artistic  sense  and  fully  equal 
in  oualitv  The  toning  is  gun  metal  blue  with  orange,  sea-blue  and  gold  green  highlights. 
Nearly  Mint  State.  ($6,000-8,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Galba,  see  above  pages  15,  16. 


— 69  — 


Lot  No.  30 


70 


Lot  No.  30 
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Lot  No.  30 


Lot  No.  31 


— 72  — 


MARCUS  SALVIUS  OTHO 


Lot  No.  30 


30  OTHO  (Emperor,  January  - April  69  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.13g;  BMC  13,  RIC  Otho  7 (R-2),  Cohen  16. 

Struck  January  15  - March  9,  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Otho.  Legend:  "IMP  M OTHO  CAESAR  AVG  TRP”. 

Rv:  Securitas  holding  wreath  and  scepter.  Legend;  "SECVRITAS  P R”. 

The  portrait  of  Otho  on  this  coin  presents  a great  sense  of  strength  and  serenity,  a feeling  which  the  emperor 
• could  hardly  have  felt  within.  The  obverse  portrait  is  of  great  interest.  Even  though  he  had  supported  Galba,  Otho 
I was  responsible  for  the  latter’s  murder.  As  a result,  the  coins  of  Otho  deliberately  revive  the  memory  of  Nero.  Even 
though  feared  and  hated  in  Rome,  Nero  had  been  popular  in  the  provinces.  In  Rome  Otho  had  been  a friend  of  the 
! emperor,  and  his  wife,  Poppaea,  even  more  so.  On  his  coins  Otho  wears  a wig  which  recalls  the  elaborate  hair  style 
( of  Nero.  For  those  in  the  provinces  who  favored  Nero  and  were  loyal  to  the  Julio-Claudians,  Otho  became  the 
( avenger  of  the  dead  emperor,  the  assassin  of  the  usurper  Galba. 

The  reverse  type.  Security  of  the  Roman  People,  also  attempts  to  foster  an  image  of  strength  and  public  safety. 

Provenance:  Ex  PS.  Hamilton  Collection,  purchased  by  A.H.  Baldwin  & Sons,  Ltd.,  1941. 

Ex  Christie’s,  October  8,  1985,  lot  30. 

Condition:  A dimple  on  the  cheek,  otherwise  a flawless  coin  with  mirror  surfaces  on  the  obverse.  This 

is  the  best  Otho  this  cataloguer  has  seen  in  his  26  years  in  the  trade.  Much  better  than 
lots  532  and  533  in  Franz  Trau;  lots  749  and  750  in  Garrett,  lot  1139  in  H.  Platt  Hall;  and 
Plate  LXIV  No. 16  in  Mazzini.  Near  Mint  State.  The  rarest  and  "key”  Aureus  of  the 
"Twelve  Caesars”  series,  and  excessively  rare  in  Extremely  Fine  or  better. 

($40,000-50,000) 


Lot  No.  31 


31  OTHO. 

DENARIUS,  3.47g;  BMC  11,  RIC  Otho  24  (R-3),  Cohen  8. 

Struck  March  9 - mid  April  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Otho.  Legend:  "IMP  OTHO  CAESAR  AVG  TRP”. 

Rv:  Vesta  seated  holding  patera  and  transverse  scepter.  Legend:  "PONT  MAX”. 

The  goddess  Vesta  was  central  to  the  Roman  religion.  She  was  the  hearth-goddess.  The  fire  which  burned  in  her 
temple  was  never  to  be  allowed  to  die.  This  temple,  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  64  A.D  had  been  rebuilt  by  Nero,  a 
fact  commemorated  by  his  coins.  Here  she  appears  on  the  coinage  of  Otho,  restored  to  her  place  of  honor  as  a central 
figure  in  the  Roman  religion. 


Provenance: 

Condition: 


Found  in  Greece. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  April  8,  1989. 

While  Otho’s  Denarii  appear  frequently  in  Extremely  Fine,  rarely  do  they  appear  with  full 

lustre  in  the  fields.  Artistically  this  coin  is  every  bit  as  good  as  an  Aureus  which  makes 

a rare  combination.  Struck  from  a worn  reverse  die.  Near  Mint  State.  Scarce, 
a rare  comoina  ($4,000-6,000) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Otho,  see  above  page  16. 
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Lot  No.  32 


Lot  No.  33 


— 74  — 


AULUS  VITELLIUS 


Lot  No.  32 


32  VITELLIUS  (Emperor,  January  - June  69  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.25g;  RIC  Vitellius  4 (R-4),  Cohen  (unlisted). 

Struck  January  - June  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Spain  (Thrraco). 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Vitellius  with  globe  at  point  of  bust.  Legend:  "A.  VITELLIVS  GERMANICVS 

IMP  AVG”. 

Rv:  Mars  helmeted  and  naked  but  for  a cloak,  holding  spear,  aquila  and  vexillum.  Legend: 

"CONSENSVS  EXERCITVVM”. 

This  Aureus  exhibits  the  best  style  of  the  Tarraco  Mint.  While  not  the  high  relief  of  a Rome  product,  on  close 
inspection  with  a lens  it  is  a very  life-like  image  of  the  fat  emperor  called  "Glutinous.”  The  cheeks,  jowls,  chin  and 
forehead  are  those  of  a very  fat  individual  whose  chin  you  can  almost  feel. 

With  regard  to  the  reverse  type,  once  again  a coin  from  the  tumultuous  civil  war  period  produces  a supremely 
optimistic  message.  As  the  legions  of  Alexandria,  Syria,  Judaea,  and  the  Danube  declare  for  Vespasian,  this  coin 
speaks  of  the  harmony  of  the  armies.  The  title  Germanicus  indicates  the  true  strength  of  Vitellius,  the  support  of 
the  legions  of  lower  Germany. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  March  3,  1986. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  Rare.  ($10,000-12,000) 


Lot  No.  33 


33  VITELLIUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.54g;  BMC  80,  RIC  Vitellius  18  (R),  Cohen  10. 

Struck  January  - June  69  A.D.  Mint  of  Spain  (Tarraco). 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Vitellius,  globe  at  point  of  bust.  Legend:  "A  VITELLIVS  GERMANICVS  IMP 

AVG” 

Rv:  dementia  seated  with  palm  branch  and  scepter.  Legend:  "CLEMENTIA  IMP  GERMAN”. 

The  choice  of  reverse  type  is  interesting.  While  "dementia”  was  one  of  the  Augustan  virtues,  it  rarely  appeared 
on  the  coins  before  this  time.  Moreover,  the  legend  that  one  would  expect,  dementia  Imperatoris  Augusti  reads 
instead  "dementia  Imperatoris  Germanici.”  Vitellius  once  again  advertises  his  German  support  in  the  context  of 
proclaiming  his  friendly  intentions  toward  his  subjects  in  the  other  provinces  particularly  Spam  which  had 
supported  Galba.  More  specifically,  Vitellius  could  claim  personal  dementia  in  that  he  had  spared  the  family  of 
Otho. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  August  18,  1986. 

Condition:  Again,  a near  obverse  die  match  with  the  preceding  Aureus;  a fine  example  of  Spani^sh 

style.  Good  lustre.  Near  Mint  State.  ($2,000-3,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Vitellius,  see  above  page  16. 
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Lot  No.  34 


Lot  No.  35 


— 76  — 


VESPASIAN 


34  VESPASIAN  (Emperor,  69-79  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.31g;  BMC  178,  RIC  Vespasian  97;  Cohen  116. 

Struck  76  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Vespasian.  Legend:  "IMP  CAESAR  VESPASIANVS  AVG”. 

Rv:  Heifer  standing.  Legend:  "COS  VII”. 

The  heifer  on  the  reverse,  to  quote  Harold  Mattingly,  "is  unquestionably  the  famous  statue  of  Myron  which  had 
been  placed  by  Augustus  in  the  Porticus  Apollonis  and  was  transferred  by  Vespasian  to  the  Temple  of  Peace.”  This 
is  a case  where  an  important  coin  carries  the  image  of  a more  important  sculpture  now  no  longer  in  existence  but 
recorded  on  the  coin.  The  Temple  of  Peace,  which  housed  this  statue  was  begun  by  Claudius  and  finished  by 
Vespasian  in  75  A.D.  It  became  a centerpiece  of  Flavian  propaganda,  symbolizing  the  Pax  Romana  which  Vespasian 
had  restored,  much  as  Augustus  had  done  approximately  a century  before. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XIV,  November  29,  1984,  lot  350. 

Condition:  An  excellent  but  not  atypical  portrait  of  Vespasian  on  a nice  broad  flan.  Blazing  lustre. 

Near  Mint  State.  ($7,000-9,000) 


35  VESPASIAN. 

DENARIUS,  3.38g;  RIC  Vespasian  40,  Cohen  574. 

Struck  72-73  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Vespasian.  Legend:  "IMP  CAES  VESP  AVG  PM  . 

Rv:  Vesta  standing  holding  simpulum  and  scepter.  Legend  VES-TA  . 

A lively,  almost  animated,  Vespasian  is  portrayed  on  this  coin.  The  man’s  strength  and  sense  of  humor,  for  which 
he  was  known,  are  conveyed  here. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  January  10,  1989. 

Condition:  Fully  Mint  State.  ($800-1,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Vespasian,  see  above  page  17. 
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Lot  No.  36 


Lot  No.  37 
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TITUS 


Lot  No.  36 


36  TITUS  (Caesar,  69-79  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.35g;  BMC  Vespasian  Pg.32,  #171,  Cohen  48. 

Struck  under  Vespasian,  75  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Titus.  Legend:  "IMP  VESPASIAN  T CAESAR”. 

Rv:  Butting  bull  with  tail  lashing.  Legend:  exergue  "COS  III”. 

Struck  on  an  immense  flan,  this  coin  bears  a formidable  portrait  of  the  subjugator  of  Judaea  whose  father  lived 
too  long  and  whose  own  life  was  too  short,  leaving  the  empire  to  ruin  under  the  unworthy  brother  Domitian. 

The  reverse  type  of  bull  butting  right  recalls  the  issue  struck  by  Augustus  at  Lugdunum.  By  this  and  other 
means,  Vespasian  and  Titus  sought  to  link  themselves  directly  to  Augustus,  joining  their  family  to  the  founder  of 
the  Principate  and  ignoring  the  embarrassing  interlude  of  the  later  Julio-Claudians  and  the  civil  war  emperors. 
The  emphasis  was  continuity,  peace,  harmony,  and  strength. 

Provenance:  Ex  Boscoreale  Find. 

Ex  Ars  Classica,  M.  Paul  Vantier  Collection,  Naville  2,  1922,  lot  488. 

Ex  Bank  Leu  Auction  50,  1990,  lot  294. 

Condition:  The  coin  exhibits  beautiful  metallic  pink  Boscoreale  hoard  color.  Hirsch  graded  the  coin 

F.D.C.  in  1922,  and  we  cannot  argue.  A nicer  Titus  would  be  hard  to  find. 

($25,000-30,000) 


37  TITUS  (Emperor,  79-81  A.D.). 

DENARIUS,  3.36g;  RIC  Titus  25a,  Cohen  318. 

Struck  January  1 - July  1,  80  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Titus.  Legend:  "IMP  TITVS  CAES  VESPASIAN  AVG  PM”. 

Rv:  Wreath  on  two  curule  chairs.  Legend:  "TR.  P.  IX.  IMP  XV  COS.  VIII.  P.P.” 

On  this  coin  of  Titus  the  portrait  is  small,  compact  and  quite  good.  . ^ 

The  reverse  type  is  part  of  the  "pulvinar”  series  struck  by  Titus  after  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius.  The  coins  in  this 
series  show  emblems  of  the  gods  on  "pulvinaria”  in  their  temples.  Suetonius  reports  that  ^tus  was  deeply  moved 
by  the  tragedy,  exhibiting  "not  only  the  anxious  care  of  a princeps,  but  the  love  of  a father.  He  helped  the  survivors 
from  his  own  funds,  appointed  Senators  to  act  as  curatores  for  the  ruined  districts,  and  assigned  the  property  of 
those  who  died  intestate  to  the  relief  of  those  in  distress.  The  coins  symbolize  the  public  supplications  to  the  gods 
after  the  tragedy. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  December  30,  1987. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($800-1,200) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Titus,  see  above  page  17. 
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Lot  No.  38 


Lot  No.  39 
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DOMITIAN 


Lot  No.  38 


38  DOMITIAN  (Caesar,  69-79  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.32g;  RIC  Vespasian  232,  Cohen  663. 

Struck  under  Vespasian  73  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Domitian.  Legend:  "CAES  AVG  F DOMIT  COS  11”. 

Rv:  Domitian  togate  on  horseback,  hand  raised  holding  scepter  topped  by  helmet. 

A youthful  somewhat  realistic  portrait  of  Domitian  is  carried  by  this  coin,  unlike  the  statue-like  portrait  which 
dominates  the  sole  reign. 

The  reverse  type  is  of  great  interest.  The  suppression  of  the  revolt  in  Judaea  was  the  personal  triumph  of  the 
Flavian  family.  A magnificent  triumph  was  staged  in  Rome  with  Vespasian  and  Titus  riding  in  the  triumphal 
chariot.  It  became  the  symbol  of  the  power  of  the  new  dynasty  and  assurance  of  its  ability  to  insure  peace  and 
prosperity  throughout  the  empire.  Domitian  had  been  too  young  to  take  part  in  this  campaign.  For  this  reason 
Vespasian  did  not  allow  Domitian  to  ride  with  him  in  the  triumphal  chariot.  Suetonius  tells  us  that  he  rode  behind 
on  a white  horse,  as  he  is  shown  here  on  the  coin.  Vespasian  wished  to  make  it  clear  that  Domitian  was  a member 
of  the  new  ruling  dynasty  and  heir  to  the  throne,  but  had  not  yet  earned  his  first  triumph. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XIV,  November  29,  1984,  lot  365. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($6,000-8,000) 


Lot  No.  39 


39  DOMITIAN. 

DENARIUS,  3.49g;  C 51,  RIC  Vespasian  241,  Cohen  50. 

Struck  under  Vespasian,  77-78  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Domitian.  Legend:  "CAESAR  AVG  F.  DOMITIANVS  COS  V”. 

Rv:  Wolf  and  twins  with  boat  in  exergue.  Legend:  "COS  V”  above. 


Like  the  Aureus  with  which  this  Denarius  is  paired,  the  portrait  is  sensitive  and  realistic. 

The  she-wolf  and  twins  reverse,  alluding  to  the  founding  of  Rome,  fits  perfectly  with  the  general  trend  of  the 
Flavian  coinage  during  the  reign  of  Vespasian  which  harkened  back  to  the  types  of  the  late  Republic  and  early 
Empire.  The  Flavians  as  a new  dynasty  were  attempting  to  link  themselves  to  the  old  and  venerable  traditions  of 
Rome.  Coin  types  of  the  Republic,  of  Mark  Antony,  Augustus  and  Tiberius  were  borrowed  or  adapted.  This  theme 
dominated  the  coinage  of  77-78  A.D.  for  both  Titus  and  Domitian  Clearly  the  way  was  being  paved  for  the 
succession  of  Titus  and  later  Domitian,  a peaceful  succession  that  would  avoid  the  upheavals  of  the  previous  decade. 

Provenance:  Ex  Stack’s  Coin  Galleries,  November  9,  1988,  lot  358. 

Condition:  The  coin  overall  is  quite  beautiful,  with  the  light  metallic  blue  toning  over  darker  blue 

and  orange.  Mint  State.  ($1,000-1,200) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Domitian,  see  above  pages  17,  18. 
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Lot  No.  40 


Lot  No.  41 


— 82  — 


NERVA 


Lot  No.  40 


40  NERVA  (Emperor,  96-98  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.42g;  RIC  Nerva  3 (S),  Cohen  24. 

Struck  96  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Nerva.  Legend:  "IMP  NERVA  CAES  AVG  PM  TRP  COS  II  PP”. 

Rv:  Clasped  hands  holding  legionary  eagle  set  on  prow.  Legend:  "CONCORDIA  EXER- 

CITVVM”. 


A fault-free  Nerva  Aureus  such  as  this  is  difficult  to  find,  especially  one  of  good  style.  The  nose  is  strong,  but 
the  artist,  for  he  certainly  was  one,  did  not  let  it  dominate  the  face.  The  reverse  alludes  to  Nerva’s  needed  support 
from  the  army  and  navy.  In  96  A.D.,  however,  that  was  little  more  than  a hope. 

Nerva  was  a member  of  the  Senatorial  class  without  military  support.  His  refusal  to  execute  the  murderers  of 
Domitian  caused  dissatisfaction.  The  frontier  armies  were  uneasy  and  the  Praetorians  restless.  Nerva  placated  both 
groups  the  following  year  with  the  adoption  of  Trajan,  a popular  and  experienced  general  with  command  of  the 
legions  of  Upper  Germany.  Trajan  received  powers  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Nerva  and  the  "Concordia”  advertised 
by  Nerva  was  finally  achieved. 


Provenance:  Ex  Bement  Collection,  Naville  VII,  June  25,  1924,  lot  798. 

Ex  Garrett  Collection,  NFA-Leu,  May  17,  1984,  lot  770  at  $13,750.00. 
Ex  NFA  Auction  XVIII,  March  31,  1987,  lot  466  at  $15,600.00. 


Condition:  Brilliant,  Near  Mint  State. 


($18,000-22,000) 


Lot  No.  41 


41  NERVA. 

DENARIUS,  3.26g;  BMC  17,  RIC  Nerva  7 (S),  Cohen  106. 

Struck  September  19  - December  31,  96  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Nerva.  Legend:  "IMP  NERVA  CAES  AVG  PM  TRP  COS  II  PP  . 

Rv:  Libertas  standing  holding  pileus  and  scepter.  Legend  "LIBERTAS  PVBLICA”. 

The  amazing  high  relief  portrait,  as  well  as  the  boldness  of  the  relief  and  the  sharpness  of  the  strike,  combine 

to  make  this  a sensational  coin  for  Nerva.  ■ , u 

Nerva  was  a man  of  distinction  who  was  generally  regarded  as  embodying  the  Senatorial  ideals  ot  noble  birth, 
eloquence  and  respect  for  the  constitution.  Even  his  service  under  Nero,  when  he  received  the  ornamenta 
triumphalia  for  the  suppression  of  the  Pisonian  conspiracy,  did  not  discredit  him.  Nerva  may  well  have  been 
implicated  in  the  plot  which  led  to  the  assassination  of  Domitian.  While  the  army  had  been  supporters  of  Domitian 
as  a benefactor  who  had  increased  their  pay  and  donatives,  the  Senate  and  better  elements  of  ^me  breathed  a sigh 
of  relief  as  the  treason  trials  ended.  The  death  of  Domitian  as  well  as  the  reformist  pro^a  of  Nerva  (whereby  the 
treason  charges  were  abolished)  gave  real  substance  to  the  legend  LIBERIAS  PVBL  C 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XX,  March  9,  1988,  lot  170. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State  and  scarce.  ($5,000-7,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Nerva,  see  above  page  18. 
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Lot  No.  42 


Lot  No.  43 


— 84  — 


TRAJAN 


42  TRAJAN  (Emperor,  98-117  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.17g;  RIC  Trajan  329,  Cohen  187. 

Struck  114-117  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Trajan.  Legend:  "IMP  CAES  NER  TRAIAN  OPTIM  AVG  GERM  DAC”. 

Rv:  Bust  of  Sol.  Legend:  "PARTHICO  P.  M TRP  COS  VI  PP  SPQR”. 

Traditionally  the  Sun-God  Sol  was  regarded  as  the  principal  god  of  the  East.  In  this  sense  he  was  the  Eastern 
equivalent  of  Jupiter.  Since  Trajan  proclaimed  repeatedly  that  Jupiter  was  the  protector  of  the  Roman  Emperor, 
the  appearance  of  Sol  as  the  protector  of  the  Emperor  while  campaigning  in  the  East  is  understandable.  Of 
additional  interest  is  the  legend  which  runs  continually  from  the  obverse  to  the  reverse.  Trajan  was  careful  to 
maintain  a constitutionally  correct  relationship  with  the  Senate.  The  coins,  however,  bear  a lengthy  record  of  every 
imperial  honor  and  title,  rivaling  in  detail  the  inscriptions  on  the  coinage  of  Domitian.  The  coin  legend  can  be 
loosely  translated:  "[This  coin  is  dedicated  to]  the  emperor  Nerva  Trajanus,  Caesar,  acclaimed  Best  Prince  by  the 
Senate  and  People  of  Rome,  Augustus,  Germanicus,  Dacicus,  Parthicus,  Pontifex  Maximus,  holder  of  Tribunician 
Power,  Consul  for  the  6th  time.  Father  of  his  Country.” 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XIV,  November  29,  1984,  lot  375. 

Condition:  Good  Very  Fine.  ($2,500-3,500) 


43  TRAJAN. 

DENARIUS,  3.16g;  BMC  Trajan  519,  RIC  303,  Cohen  105. 

Struck  114-117  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Draped  bust  of  Trajan.  Legend:  "IMP  TRAIANO  OPTIMO  AVG  GER  DAC  PM  TRP  . 

Rv:  Genius  naked  standing  left  holding  patera  in  extended  hand  and  corn  ears  downward. 

Legend:  "COS.  VI.  P.P.  S.P.Q.R. 


The  figure  depicted  on  the  reverse  is  most  likely  the  Genius  of  the  Emperor.  TVajan  quite  correctly  discouraged 
worship  of  the  living  emperor  who,  strictly  speaking,  was  not  a god  until  declared  so  by  the  Senate.  This  marked 
a sharp  departure  from  the  excesses  of  Nero  and  Domitian,  both  of  whom  regarded  themselves  as  living  gods,  ^e 
Genius  of  the  Emperor,  however,  could  be  worshipped,  and  the  willingness  to  do  this  publicly  became  a test  of 
loyalty,  particularly  useful  if  the  person  was  suspected  of  being  a Christian. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  December  19,  1986. 


Condition: 


Trninn  Denarii  are  very  common  circulated  but  rare  in  Mint  State.  This  coin  is  of  excellent 
styT  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Mint  State.  ($400-500) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Trajan,  see  above  page  18. 
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Lot  No.  44 
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HADRIAN 


Lot  No.  44 


44  HADRIAN  (Emperor,  117-138  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.20g;  BMC  Hadrian  434,  RIC  Hadrian  348  (S),  Cohen  411. 

Struck  circa  134-138  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Hadrian.  Legend:  "HADRIANVS  AVGVSTVS  PP”. 

Rv:  Hadrian  on  horseback.  Legend:  "COS  III”. 

The  obverse  of  this  issue  of  Hadrian  is  engraved  in  a simple,  bold  style,  in  contrast  to  the  coins  of  his  adoptive 
father.  The  portrait  is  bolder  and  larger.  The  titles  are  reduced  to  the  simplest  constitutional  form:  "Hadrianus 
Augustus,  Father  of  his  Country.”  The  reverse  bears  the  simple  title  "Consul  for  the  third  time”,  and  shows  the 
emperor  in  military  dress,  but  bare-headed,  returning  to  Rome  after  five  years  of  touring  the  provinces. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  January  21,  1985. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine.  ($5,000-6,000) 


Lot  No.  45 


45  HADRIAN. 

DENARIUS,  3.40g;  RIC  116,  Cohen  212. 

Struck  circa  119-122  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv  Portrait  of  Hadrian.  Legend:  "IMP  CAESAR  TRAIAN.  HADRIANVS  AVG”. 

Rv:  dementia  sacrificing  out  of  patera  over  altar  and  holding  scepter.  Legend:  "CLEM  (in 

exergue)  PM  TRP  COS  III  ■ 


Unlike  the  simple,  bold  style  of  the  previous  coin,  this  Denarius  struck  early  in  the  reign,  reflects  the  portrait 
style  and  legends  of  the  issues  of  Trajan.  The  inscription  is  longer,  the  portrait  smaller  and  less  powerful.  In  general 
the  presentation  the  coin  resembles  the  early  issues  of  Trajan  and,  to  a certain  extent,  Nerva. 


Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  March  23,  1987. 


Condition:  Mint  State  with  gold  toning  on  the  edges. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Hadrian,  see  above  page  19. 


($300-500) 
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Lot  No.  46 
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Lot  No.  46 
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Lot  No.  46 
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AELIUS 


46  AELIUS  (Caesar,  136-138  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.19g;  RIC  Hadrian  444,  same  dies  as  Leu  22,  1979,  lot  262,  Cohen  41. 

Struck  136-138  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Aelius.  Legend:  "L.  AELIVS  CAESAR”. 

Rv:  Pietas  standing  before  altar  holding  box  of  perfume.  Legend:  "TRIE.  POT.  COS  II 

PIETAS”. 


The  foundation  of  the  collection  was  this  coin.  Mr.  Whitney  felt  if  Roman  gold  coins  could  be  as  beautiful  as  this 
one,  then  a collection  would  be  all  the  more  beautiful.  The  portrait  on  this  coin  is  both  sculptural  and  photographic. 
The  bust  has  perfect  neck  surfaces  and  the  facial  features  work  to  create  a stately  regal  image  of  this  ancient  prince. 
The  dies  were  probably  cut  by  the  finest  gem  engraver.  No  finer  Aelius  has  ever  been  offered  at  auction.  Finer  than 
the  Mint  State  specimen  (lot  1418)  in  the  legendary  H.  Platt  Hall  Collection. 

The  reverse  types  on  this  issue  of  Aelius  concentrate  on  two  principal  themes:  Pietas  and  Concordia.  Both 
symbolize  the  harmony  and  mutual  devotion  of  the  new  imperial  colleagues.  The  choice  of  Aelius  as  heir  aroused 
much  speculation.  Pleasure-loving  and  a consumptive,  Aelius  was  not  a logical  choice  and  caused  some  to  conjecture 
that  he  was  Hadrian’s  natural  son.  In  any  event,  ancient  sources  tell  us  that  the  emperor  spent  vast  sums 
celebrating  (i.e.,  buying  support  for)  his  new  heir. 

Provenance:  Found  in  India  where  it  was  in  all  probability  used  to  purchase  spice  or  other  luxury 
goods. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  July  26,  1984. 


Condition: 


F.D.C.  Outstanding!  Very  rare  and  excessively  rare  in  Mint  State,  maybe  unique  in 


F.D.C.! 


($30,000-40,000) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Aelius,  see  above  page  19. 
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ANTONINUS  PIUS 


47  ANTONINUS  PIUS  (Emperor,  138-161  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.29g;  RIG  233e,  Cohen  314. 

Struck  153-154  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Antoninus  Pius.  Legend:  "ANTONINVS  AVG.  PIVS.  PP.  TR.P  XVII”. 

Rv:  Antoninus  standing  togate  holding  globe.  Legend:  "COS  IIII”. 

This  is  clearly  one  of  the  outstanding  Aurei  for  which  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius  is  famous.  It  is  said  that 
Antoninus  grew  a beard  to  strengthen  his  portrait  because  he  had  a weak  chin.  The  beard  worked  as  Antoninus 
Pius  in  his  numismatic  portraits  is  considered  one  of  the  most  handsome  men  on  Roman  coins. 

The  appearance  of  the  emperor  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  wearing  a toga  and  holding  a globe  is  interesting  in 
that  it  emphasizes  the  magisterial,  religious  and  moral  authority  of  the  emperor  rather  than  his  military 
supremacy. 

Condition:  F.D.C.  Superb.  ($8,000-10,000) 


Lot  No.  48 


48  ANTONINUS  PIUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.14g;  RIC  10a  (S),  Cohen  78. 

Struck  138  f Legend:  "IMP.  T.  AEL.  CAES.  HADRI.  ANTONINVS”. 

Rv-'  AeVuRas  holding  scales  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "AVG.  PIVS.  PM.  TR.  P.  COS.  DES.  11.” 

While  the  Aequitas  type  can  have  the  wider  meaning  of  fairness  in  all  things,  there  is  general  agreement  that 
its  appearance  here  refers  specifically  to  a sound  administration  of  finance. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  November  1,  1988. 

Condition:  Mint  State.  ($300-500) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Antoninus  Pius,  see  above  pages  19,  20. 
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Lot  No.  49 


Lot  No.  50 
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MARCUS  AURELIUS 


Lot  No. 

49  MARCUS  AURELIUS  (Caesar,  139-161  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.21g;  BMC  Antoninus  Pius  606,  RIC  1260  (S),  Cohen  233. 

Struck  under  Antoninus  Pius,  145  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Marcus  Aurelius.  Legend:  "AVRELIVS  CAESAR  AVG  PII  F COS  11”. 

Rv:  Hilaritas  draped  holding  palm  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "HILARITAS”. 

This  is  a beautiful  portrait  of  the  24  year  old  Caesar  at  his  most  handsome.  He  still  has  curly  hair  but  with  a 
mustache  and  a slight  beard. 

The  appearance  of  Hilaritas  undoubtedly  celebrates  the  marriage  of  Marcus  Aurelius  to  Faustina,  younger 
daughter  of  Antoninus  Pius  and  Faustina  Senior.  The  type  indicates  that  this  is  a special  occasion  of  "gladness.” 

Condition:  Struck  in  very  high  relief.  Extremely  Fine  plus.  ($7,000-9,000) 


50  MARCUS  AURELIUS.  ^ ^ 

DENARIUS,  3.14g;  RIC  Antoninus  Pius  429a,  Cohen  105. 

Struck  under  Antoninus  Pius,  circa  145-147  ..  „„ 

Obv  Portrait  of  Marcus  Aurelius.  Legend:  AVRELIVS  CAESAR  AVG  PII  F . 

Rv:  Honos  standing  holding  branch  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "COS.II”. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine. 


($250-350) 
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Lot  No.  51 


Lot  No.  52 
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MARCUS  AURELIUS 


Lot  No.  51 


51  MARCUS  AURELIUS. 

AUREUS,  7.28g;  BMC  Antoninus  Pius  890,  Cohen  704. 

Struck  156-157  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  More  mature  portrait  of  Marcus  Aurelius.  Legend:  "AVRELIVS  CAES  ANTON  AVG  PII 

F”. 

Rv:  Apollo,  laureate  and  draped,  standing  holding  patera  and  lyre.  Legend:  "TR  POT  XI  COS 

11”. 

This  portrait  of  Aurelius  at  25  or  26  years  is  highly  unusual  because  of  the  treatment  of  the  hair  in  large,  thick, 
high  relief  curls  on  the  backdrop  of  proof-like  obverse  surfaces.  This  portrait  is  both  delicate  and  powerful  at  the 
same  time. 

The  appearance  of  Apollo  of  the  Pallatine  as  the  reverse  type  is  interesting.  It  reflects  the  Augustan  Apollo  of 
youth  and  enlightenment,  grace  and  a new  age.  Here  it  is  identified  with  the  handsome  young  prince  and  expresses 
confidence  in  the  arrival  of  a time  both  happy  and  calm  for  the  empire. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($6,000-8,000) 


Lot  No.  52 


52  MARCUS  AURELIUS  (Emperor,  161-180  A.D.). 

DENARIUS,  3.20g;  BMC  745,  RIC  Marcus  Aurelius  383,  Cohen  957v. 

Struck  December  177  - December  178  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Qhjj.  Portrait  of  Marcus  Aurelius  laureate.  Legend:  "M.  ANTONINVS  AVG.  GERM.  SARM”. 

Rv:  Annona  standing  holding  corn-ears  over  modius  and  cornucopiae,  prow  to  right.  Legend: 

"TR.  P.  XXXI.  IMP.  VIII.  COS.  III.  PP.” 


While  the  Annona  type  occurs  frequently  on  the  coinage  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  its  appearance  here  as  a promise 
for  an  adequate  food  supply  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  outbreak  of  the  third  Marcomanmc  War  and  the  fear 
that  it  would  result  in  the  diversion  of  needed  supplies  to  the  army. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($200-350) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Marcus  Aurelius,  see  above  page  20. 
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Lot  No.  53 


Lot  No.  54 
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LUCIUS  VERUS 


53  LUCIUS  VERUS  (Emperor,  161-169  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.46g;  RIC  Marcus  Aurelius  525,  Cohen  247. 

Struck  under  Marcus  Aurelius,  December  163  - December  164  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Lucius  Verus.  Legend:  "L.  VERVS  AVG.  ARMENIACVS”. 

Rv:  Victory  half  draped  standing  right  placing  a shield  inscribed  "VIC.  AVG”  on  a palm  tree. 

Legend:  "TR.  P.  III.  IMP.  11.  COS.  11”. 

The  coin  commemorates  the  Roman  victory  over  Armenia.  This  is  a typical  example  of  the  best  work  of  L.  Verus’ 
die  cutters.  While  the  style  is  impersonal,  it  is  wonderfully  executed  and  quite  bold,  with  deep  lustrous  surfaces. 

In  actual  fact  Lucius  Verus  was  weak  and  indulgent,  and  a poor  administrator,  but  the  coins  presented  him  as 
the  noble  conqueror  of  Armenia.  While  Verus  had  nominal  command  over  the  army  sent  on  this  eastern  campaign, 
the  two  generals  truly  responsible  for  the  successes  were  Statius  Priscus  and  Avidius  Cassius. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  July  30,  1986. 

Condition:  F.D.C.  ($12,500-15,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Lucius  Verus,  see  above  pages  20,  21. 


COMMODUS 


54  COMMODUS.  (Emperor,  177-192  A.D. ).  a ,•  o^  n u 

AUREUS,  7.32g;  BMC  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  Commodus  774,  RIC  Marcus  Aurelius  648  (R-2),  Cohen 

760 

Struck  under  Marcus  Aurelius,  December  177  - December  178  A.D^  Mint  of  ^me^ 

Obv  Youthful  portrait  of  Commodus.  Legend:  L.  AVREL  COMMODVS  AVG 

Rv:  Castor,  naked  except  for  cloak,  holding  horse  by  bridle  in  one  hand  and  spear  in  other. 

Legend:  "TRP  III  IMP  II  COS  PP  . 

The  appearance  of  Castor  on  the  reverse  of  this  coin  alludes  to  the  equestrian  sports  over  whom  this  God  presided^ 
In  general  Castor  was  the  patron  of  the  knights  and  the  protector  of  the  young  emperon  The  youthful  portrait  of 
Commodus  is  bright,  alert,  and  full  of  hopeful  promise.  Unfortunately,  the  intoxication  of  power  as  well  as  mental 

illness,  dashed  these  hopes. 

Provenance:  Ex  Superior  Galleries,  June  7,  1987,  lot  4522. 

Condition:  Minor  surfaces.  Near  Mint  State.  Scarce.  ($8,000-10,000) 
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Lot  No.  55 


Lot  No.  56 
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COMMODUS 


Lot  No.  55 

55  COMMODUS. 

AUREUS,  7.30g;  RIC  Commodus  164,  Cohen  536. 

Struck  187-188  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Commodus.  Legend:  "M.  COMM.  ANT.  R PEL.  AVG.  BRIT.” 

Rv:  Aequitas  standing  left  holding  scales  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "PM.  TR.  P.  XIII  IMP.  VII 

COS.  V P.P.” 

When  this  coin  was  purchased  from  the  Christie’s  sale  it  was  encrusted.  Less  than  a minute  in  the  right  mild 
solution  removed  the  encrustation  of  nearly  two  millennia,  revealing  an  exquisite  high  style. 

Once  again  Aequitas  is  associated  not  with  a "Liberalitas,”  but  with  activities  at  the  mint,  perhaps  mint  reforms 
alluded  to  on  the  aes  coinage  of  the  following  year. 

Provenance:  Ex  Christie’s,  London,  October  8,  1985,  lot  133. 

Condition:  A good  relief  late  portrait  of  this  despotic  and  cruel  emperor.  Mint  State  and  scarce. 

($12,000-15,000) 


56  COMMODUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.88g;  BMC  142,  RIC  94,  Cohen  — . 

Struck  184  Mmt  of  ^ AVG.  PIVS.  BRIT.” 

Rv-'  Modius  and  corn  ears.  Legend:  "PM.  TR  P.  VIII  IMP.  VII  COS.  Ill  P.P.” 

This  portrait  of  Commodus  is  of  good  high  relief,  contrasting  to  the  usual  low  relief  of  his  issues  The  style  is  very 
compact  and  neat,  again  unusual  for  this  period  of  his  reign.  The  bulging  leather  sack  of  wheat  alludes  to  either 
a good  harvest  or  the  hope  for  one. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  February  22,  1988. 


Condition:  Extremely  Fine. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Commodus,  see  above  page  21. 


($300-400) 


I 
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PERTINAX 


Lot  No.  57 


57  PERTINAX  (Emperor,  January  - March  193  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.23g;  RIC  Pertinax  10a  (R-2),  Cohen  138. 

Struck  January  1 - March  28,  193  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Pertinax  laureate.  Legend:  "IMP.  CAES.  P.  HELV.  PERTIN.  AVG.” 

Rv:  Providentia  standing  left  holding  up  both  hands  to  a star.  Legend:  "PROVID.  DEOR.  COS. 

11”. 

Pertinax  was  the  son  of  a timber  merchant  who  rose  through  a military  career  to  become  a senator.  At  the  death 
of  Commodus  he,  knowing  the  fate  of  emperors,  only  reluctantly  accepted  the  ultimate  rank  of  emperor.  Refusing 
would  have  been  wiser  for  the  mere  86  days  he  had  to  rule.  This  is  the  best  portrait  of  Pertinax  this  cataloguer 
has  ever  seen.  He  looks  like  Zeus  with  his  curly  hair,  high  cheek  bones  and  wonderful  flowing  beard.  Often 
Pertinax’s  coins  can  be  clumsy,  with  elongated  faces,  but  not  this  masterpiece. 

The  appearance  of  Fortuna  and  Providentia  on  the  coins  of  Pertinax  have  special  significance.  They  underscore 
the  fact  that  while  Pertinax  had  enjoyed  a distinguished  career  as  a soldier  and  administrator,  he  became  emperor 
by  accident.  The  tragedy  was  that  the  good  fortune  that  had  raised  him,  was  unable  to  support  him.  Pertinax  was 
outside  the  imperial  tradition  with  no  personal  links  to  the  imperial  line  and  without  a sufficiently  strong  power 
base.  Without  these  he  was  doomed.  His  efforts  to  institute  reforms  only  made  the  end  come  more  quickly. 

Provenance:  Ex  Credit  Suisse,  December  3,  1985,  lot  553. 

Condition:  F.D.C.  and  quite  rare.  (Depicted  on  the  front  cover).  ($30,000-35,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Pertinax,  see  above  page  21. 
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DIDIUS  JULIANUS 


No.  58 


58  DIDIUS  JULIANUS  (Emperor,  March  - May  193  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  6.66g;  BMC  4,  RIC  Didius  Julianas  2 (R-3),  Cohen  8. 

Struck  March  28  - May  193  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Didius  Julianas  laureate.  Legend:  "IMP.  CAES.  M.  DID.  IVLIAN.  AVG”. 

Rv:  Fortuna  standing  left  holding  rudder  on  globe  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "P.  M.  TR.  P. 

COS.” 

Normally  when  a bidder  wins  in  an  auction  and  pays,  he  does  not  lose  his  life  a few  months  later.  But  then 
normally  we  do  not  buy  at  auction  an  empire  that  encompasses  most  of  the  known  world. 

Didius  Julianas’  good  fortune  and  pride  enabled  him  to  purchase  the  imperial  office  and  its  titles.  These  he 
confidently  portrayed  on  the  coin:  Fortuna  holding  sway  over  the  world  and  insuring  prosperity,  and  the  key 
imperial  titles  — Pontifex  Maximus,  holder  of  Tribunician  power,  and  Consul.  Unfortunately,  he  was  unable  to  buy 
the  support  of  the  masses  or,  more  importantly,  the  provincial  armies. 

Provenance:  Ex  Montagu  Collection,  Rollin  and  Feuardent,  Paris,  April  20,  1886,  lot  299. 

Ex  Hirsch  Auction  18  (Imhoof-Blumer),  May  27,  1907,  lot  1050. 

Ex  de  Sartiges  Collection,  Ars  Classica  Sale  XVIII,  Geneva,  October  10,  1938,  lot  299. 

Ex  Christie’s,  October  1984,  lot  94. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  September  16,  1985. 

Condition:  Struck  on  a broad  flan,  this  stands  as  an  excellent  example  of  this  extremely  rare  issue. 

Fully  lustrous.  Near  Mint  State.  (Depicted  on  the  front  cover).  ($20,000-30,000) 


59  DIDIUS  JULIANUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.23g;  BMC  8,  RIC  Didius  Julianus  3 (R-3),  Cohen  15. 

Struck  March  28  - May  193  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

06,  Portrait  of  Didius  Julianus  laureate.  Legend:  "IMP.  CAES.  M.  DID.  IVLIAN.  AVG.” 

Rv:  Julianus  left  holding  globe  and  roll.  Legend:  "RECTOR  ORBIS”. 


Usually  the  rare  Denarii  of  Didius  Julianus  come  Very  Fine  or  less  and  on  small  clipped  planchets.  This  amazing 
coin  is  not  only  struck  on  a full  flan,  but  the  portrait,  which  could  have  been  cut  for  Aureus  dies,  is  of  the  best  art 

and  the  best  condition. 


Provenance:  Ex  Sternberg  Auction,  May  17,  1986,  lot  626. 
Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  Rare. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Didius  Julianus,  see  above  page  22. 


($3,000-4,000) 
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Lot  No.  60 


Lot  No.  61 
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PESCENNIUS  NIGER 


60  PESCENNIUS  NIGER  (Emperor,  193-194  A D ) 

AUREUS,  6.66g;  BMC  RIC  Cohen 
Struck  193-194  A.D.  Mint  of  Antioch. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Pescennius  Niger  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust.  Legend:  "IMP  CAES  C 

PESC  NIGER  IVSTVS  AVG”. 

Aequitas  standing  left  holding  scales  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "AECVTAS  PP”.  Struck 
from  the  same  dies  as  lot  95,  Christie’s  Auction  October  9,  1984. 

The  coinage  of  Pescennius  Niger  represents,  as  Mattingly  says,  "his  hopes  and  dreams.”  The  title  at  the  end  of 
his  name  "IVSTVS”  indicates  that  he  has  a duty  to  be  "just”  and  a calling  to  be  emperor.  The  deity  Aequitus  on 
the  reverse  of  this  coin  alludes  not  only  to  the  fact  that  he  promises  to  be  just,  but  also  that  he  expects  to  return 
the  empire  to  the  "Golden  Age”  of  the  good  emperors,  Nerva  to  Marcus  Aurelius.  This  was  never  realized  because 
he  was  killed  during  the  winter  of  194/195  in  the  Cilician  passes  while  escaping  wounded  from  battle.  Many  in 
Rome  favored  him  over  Septimius  Severus.  Without  even  knowing  his  children,  one  could  easily  have  preferred 
them  over  the  children  of  Septimius. 

This  coin  is  one  of  only  13  Aurei  recorded  for  the  entire  reign,  most  of  which  are  in  museums.  Among  the 
population  there  are  only  two  coins  from  this  die.  This  is  not  only  the  finest  of  the  two,  but  also  possibly  the  finest 
of  the  13.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  superior  to  the  recent  Hunt  specimen  (which  sold  for  $169,500  in  June  1990), 
which  was  rather  woolly  as  the  result  of  being  struck  from  rusted  dies. 

On  an  artistic  basis  this  has  a definite  Eastern  character  with  its  heavy  forehead  and  eyebrow  lines,  which  is 
appropriate  since  all  of  his  issues  were  struck  in  Antioch.  In  other  terms  the  portrait  is  quite  individual  in  many 
aspects  and  had  it  no  legend  at  all,  it  could  be  no  one  but  Pescennius  Niger.  The  portrait  is  splendid  and  crisp, 
which  works  neatly  with  it  being,  as  an  issue,  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the  Roman  epoch.  Certainly  this  is  the 
1804  Dollar  of  the  Romans. 


Provenance:  Ex  Christie’s  London,  October  8,  1985,  lot  137  - the  cover  coin. 

Condition:  Minor  scratch  before  the  mouth,  otherwise  Near  Mint  State  and  of  the  highest  rarity.  Far 

better  than  Mazzini  Plate  IV,  No. 59;  better  than  Franz  Trau  lot  1974  and  Hunt  lot  137; 
and  missing  from  H.  Platt  Hall  and  Garrett.  A fantastic  specimen!  (Depicted  on  the  front 
cover).  ($160,000—180,000) 


Lot  No.  61 


61 


PESCENNIUS  NIGER. 

DENARIUS,  2.97g;  RIC  Pescennius  Niger  77  (R-3),  Cohen  — . 

Struck  193-194  A.D.  Mint  of  Antioch. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Pescennius  Niger  laureate.  Legend:  "IMP.  CAES. 

AVG  ” 

hv:  Salus  standing  right  by  altar,  feeding  snake  held  in  her 

AVGVSTI”. 


C.  PESC.  NIGER  IVST. 
arms.  Legend:  "SALVTI 


Most  Pescennius  and  Septimius  Denarii  struck  in  Antioch  at  this  time  are  characterized  by  poor  metal,  low  ^ade 
silver,  and  small  planchets.  This  malady  does  not  attach  itself  to  this  wonderful  Denarius  of  good  silver,  good  art, 
and  struck  on  a nice  broad  flan  with  a full  obverse  legend. 


Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Fountainhead  of  Fine  Coins,  June  1,  1986. 
Condition:  Mint  State  and  rare. 


($5,000-7,000) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Pescennius  Niger,  see  above  page  22. 
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CLODIUS  ALBINUS 


Lot  No.  62 


62  CLODIUS  ALBINUS  (Emperor,  195-197  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.29g;  RIC  Clodius  Albinus  9a  (R-4),  Cohen  70. 

Struck  193  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Clodius  Albinus  bare  head.  Legend:  "D.  CL.  SEPT  ALBIN.  CAES”. 

African  God,  Saeculum  Frugiferum,  bare  to  waist  holding  caduceus  and  trident.  Legend: 
"SAECVLO  FRVGIFERO  COS.  11”. 

Clodius  Alhinus  was  just  as  fine  a man  as  Pescennius  Niger  and  to  the  future  sorrow  of  Rome  he  came  to  the 
same  fate.  A very  successful  general  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  Albinus  was  the  governor  of  Gaul  and  Britain  at  the  death 
of  Commodus.  The  problem  with  being  honorable  is  that  you  think  others  are  honorable  as  well.  Seeing  this  quality 
in  Septimius  and  accepting  the  post  of  Caesar,  cost  him  his  life  and  the  empire  much  more. 

Because  Albinus  was,  in  truth.  Emperor  of  the  West,  while  Septimius  was  in  the  East  settling  affairs  with 
Pescennius,  many  of  Albinus’  coins  were  struck  at  Rome.  There  is,  in  all  of  Roman  coinage,  no  portrait  like  this 
of  Clodius  Albinus.  Large,  thick  locks  of  curly  hair  unbroken  and  without  a laurel  wreath,  and  a similarly  luxuriant 
heard,  leads  us  to  believe  that  Albinus  had  a personal  hand  in  the  preparation  of  this  coinage.  This  must  stand  as 
one  of  the  most  individual  and  beautiful  issues  in  the  Roman  series. 

With  only  3 specimens  recorded  of  this  type  and  with  the  total  number  known  about  the  same  or  slightly  less 
than  for  Pescennius,  this  coin  once  again  combines  great  beauty,  great  condition  and  great  rarity.  With  the 
acquisition  of  this  specimen  from  the  Hunt  Collection,  Mr.  Whitney  finally  completed  this  unbelievable,  complete 
run  of  43  Roman  Aurei,  a remarkable  achievement. 

Much  better  than  the  two  Mazzini  specimens  and  lot  1666  of  H.  Platt  Hall,  and  missing  from  the  Franz  Trau  and 
Garrett  Collections. 


Provenance. 

Literature: 

Condition: 


Ex  Bank  Leu  20,  1978,  lot  340. 

Ex  Sotheby’s  Nelson  Bunker  Hunt  Collection,  June  19,  1990,  lot  138,  at  $214,500. 

Wealth  of  the  Ancient  World,  1983,  pg.249,  #138. 

F.D.C.  A superb  specimen,  surely  one  of,  if  not  the  finest  known,  and  of  the  highest  rarity. 
(Depicted  on  the  front  cover).  ($200,000—230,000) 


63  CLODIUS  ALBINUS. 

DENARIUS,  2.45g;  RIC  Clodius  Albinus  7 (R),  Cohen  48. 

Struck  193  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Clodius  Albinus  bare  headed.  Legend:  "D.  CLOD.  SEPT.  ALBIN.  CAES.” 

/jy.  Helmeted  Minerva  standing  left  holding  olive  branch  and  shield;  spear  against  left  arm. 

Legend:  "MINER.  PACIF.  COS.II”. 


It  is  easy  to  see  from  the  coin  how  grudgingly  Septimius  accepted  Albinus.  Unlike  the  coins  of  earlier  Caesars, 
the  issues  of  Albinus  show  no  IMP  or  TR  P;  he  is  neither  "son  of  Severus”  or  Pontifex.  He  is  merely  Caesar,  freeing 
Septimius  to  battle  Pescennius,  and  providing  some  safeguard  should  Septimius  die  in  battle  before  Caracalla  is 
old  enough  to  protect  himself  and  his  family. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  October  14,  1987. 


Condition: 


Fvpn  thouffh  the  planchet  of  this  Denarius  is  small  as  usual,  the  portrait  is  bright  and 
Zclic.  N^ar  Mint  State.  ($700-800) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Clodius  Albinus,  see  above  pages  22,  23. 
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SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS 


64  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS  (Emperor,  193-211  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.13g;  RIG  Septimius  Severus  181c  (R-3);  Cohen  5. 

Struck  202  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Septimius  Severus  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed.  Legend:  "SEVER.  P.  AVG. 

P M.  TR.  P.  X COS.  III”. 

Rv:  Portrait  of  Julia  Domna  facing  between  Caracalla  and  Geta.  Legend:  "FELICITAS 

SAECVLI”. 

The  portrait  of  Septimius  on  this  coin  represents  a man,  in  the  9th  year  of  his  reign,  who  appears  to  be  quite 
pleased  with  himself.  The  portrait  is  strong  and  crisp.  On  the  reverse  there  appears  his  capable  and  learned  second 
wife,  Julia  Domna,  flanked  by  her  two  sons,  Caracalla  and  Geta.  The  legend  "FELICITAS  SAECVLI”  assures  the 
public  of  happiness  and  security  for  the  entire  age,  guaranteed  by  the  sons  of  the  new  emperor. 

This  is  the  best  known  and  most  sought  after  of  all  of  the  Severan  dynastic  issues. 

Provenance:  Ex  Credit  Suisse,  December  3,  1985,  lot  558. 

Condition:  Mint  State  and  rare.  (Depicted  on  the  front  cover).  ($25,000-30,000) 


65  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS.  ^ ^ 

DENARIUS,  3.54g;  BMC  365/8,  RIC  Septimius  Severus  295,  Cohen  744. 

Struck  circa  202-210  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Oba  Portrait  of  Septimius  Severus  laureate.  Legend:  "SEVERVS  PIVS  AVG”. 

Rv:  Victory  running  left  holding  wreath  and  palm.  Legend:  "VICT.  PART.  MAX.” 

The  coin  celebrates  Septimius’  victory  over  Parthia.  Severus  assumed  the  title  "Parthicus  Maximus”  in  t^he  first 
year  of  his  reign  on  the  occasion  of  the  fall  of  the  Parthian  capital  of  Ctesiphon.  This  title  remained  on  the  coins 
of  Severus,  first  on  the  obverse,  later  on  the  reverse.  The  victory  served  Severus  much  as  the  Judaean  triumph  had 
served  Vespasian  as  an  important  success  proving  the  martial  talents  and  pod  fortune  of  the  emperor  while 
directing  attention  away  from  the  civil  war  and  deaths  of  fellow  Romans  which  had  surrounded  the  accession. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  September  1,  1988. 

Condition:  Perfectly  struck  and  centered,  this  is  a very  pleasant  coin  with  its  violet  and  gray  toning 

Mint  State. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Septimius  Severus,  see  above  page  23. 
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ANTONINUS  (CARACALLA) 


66  CARACALLA.  (Emperor,  198-217  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.15g;  RIC  Caracalla  25  (R),  Cohen  158. 

Struck  circa  198  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Youthful  portrait  of  Caracalla  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed.  Legend:  "IMR  CAE  M 

AYR.  ANT.  AVG.  P.  TR.P.” 

Rv:  Minerva  left  holding  victory  and  spear;  shield  at  feet  with  trophy  behind.  Legend: 

"MINER.  VICTRIX”. 


In  honor  of  his  successful  capture  of  Ctesiphon,  Severus  raised  his  elder  son  to  the  rank  of  Augustus.  Struck  in 
his  first  imperial  year  at  the  age  of  10,  this  wonderful  high  relief  draped  bust  of  Caracalla  portrays  him  as  the  hope 
for  the  future  of  the  empire.  This  portrait  of  a boy  as  a general  would  lead  you  to  believe  that  even  as  a boy,  this 
Augustus  and  son  of  Augustus  could  lead  the  Empire  to  victory. 


Provenance:  Ex  Rauch  Tkalec,  April  15,  1985,  lot  261. 
Condition:  F.D.C.  and  quite  scarce. 


($10,000-15,000) 
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ANTONINUS  (CARACALLA) 


Lot  No.  67 


67  CARACALLA. 

AUREUS,  6.47g;  BMC  186  (same  dies),  RIC  Caracalla  289a  (R),  Cohen  381. 

Struck  January  - April  217  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Caracalla  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed.  Legend:  "ANTONINVS  PIVS 

AVG.  GERM”. 

Rv:  Serapis  facing  left  wearing  polos  on  head,  holding  wreath  with  corn-ears  and  scepter. 

Legend:  "P.  M.  TR.  P.  XX  COS.  Ill  P.P.” 

Struck  in  the  last  months  of  his  sole  reign  and  twenty  years  after  lot  66,  this  is  the  issue  collectors  love  to  hate. 
It  portrays  Caracalla  as  he  had  become,  rather  than  what  everyone  hoped  he  would  be.  The  portrait  is  not  that  of 
a 29  year  old  man.  The  small  drawn-back  cheek  line,  tight  facial  features  and  strained  eyes,  show  a man  full  of 
tension  and  despair.  Compare  this  portrait  to  that  of  his  father,  Severus,  regal  and  confident,  in  the  dynastic  issue 
lot  64. 

A rare  issue  from  the  closing  months  of  the  reign. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XXII,  June  1,  1989,  lot  89. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($18,000-20,000) 


68  CARACALLA.  ^ ^ n u qir 

DENARIUS,  3.35g;  BMC  143/5,  RIC  Caracalla  266,  Cohen  315. 

Struck  215  Caracalla  laureate.  Legend:  "ANTONINVS  PIVS  AVG.  GERM.” 

Rv:'  Fide^Sum  holding  two  standards.  Legend:  "P.  M.  TR.  P.  XVIII  COS.  Ill  PP.” 


An  excellent  portrait  from  near  the  end  of  the  reign. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  September  1,  1988 

Condition:  Mint  State. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Caracalla,  see  above  pages  23,  24. 


($150-200) 
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GETA 


Lot  No.  69 


69  Geta  (Caesar,  198-209  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.23g;  BMC  228,  RIC  Geta  16  (R-2),  Cohen  156. 

Struck  200-202  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Young  Geta  draped  and  cuirassed.  Legend:  "P.  SEPT.  GETA  CAES.  PONT.” 

Rv:  Geta  standing  holding  branch  and  spear  behind  trophy.  Legend:  "PRINC.  IVVENT”. 

This  is  one  of  the  earliest  portraits  of  Geta,  the  younger  son  of  Septimius  Severus  and  Julia  Domna,  who,  as 
legend  has  it,  died  in  his  mother’s  arms  at  the  hands  of  Caracalla,  his  brother.  This  is  a joyful  Aureus  struck  in 
extremely  high  relief  which  makes  it  appear  to  be  more  of  a medal  than  a coin.  Ihking  into  consideration  its  rarity, 
400  Gold  Francs  in  Cohen,  and  its  beauty,  it  could  have  been  struck  for  special  distribution. 

The  coin  itself  commemorated  the  addition  of  "Pontifex”  to  the  imperial  titles  of  Geta  Caesar. 

Provenance:  Ex  Miinzen  und  Medaillen  73,  October  17,  1988,  lot  253. 

Condition:  About  Mint  State  and  very  rare.  ($20,000-30,000) 


70  GETA. 

DENARIUS,  3.23g;  RIC  Geta  18. 

Struck  200-202  A.D.  Mint  of  ^me.  PONT” 

QUiy  Youne  oortrait  of  Geta,  draped.  Legend.  P.  SEPT.  GETA  CAES.  PONl. 

Rv:'  S holding  branch  and  spear,  behind  trophy.  Legend:  "PRINC.  IVVENTVTIS”. 

This  portrait  coin  of  Geta  is  the  very  best  of  several  styles.  It  is  crisp  of  moderately  high  relief  with  well  modeled 
feature^nd  struck  on  very  fresh  metal.  Once  again  an  excellent  match  to  the  Aureus. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Karlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  March  23,  1987. 

^ i.  o.  * ($250-350) 

Condition:  Mint  State. 
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GETA 


Lot  No.  71 


71  GETA  (Emperor,  209-212  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.02g;  RIC  Geta  69  (R-3),  Cohen  136. 

Struck  210  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Geta  laureate.  Legend:  "IMP.  CAES.  P.  SEPT.  GETA.  PIVS  AVG”. 

Felicitas  standing  holding  cornucopiae  and  caduceus.  Legend;  "PONTIF.  TR.  P.  II  COS. 
11”. 


It  is  with  great  difficulty  that  one  finds  a mature  portrait  of  Geta  in  gold.  This  faithful  portrait  gives  us  an 
impression  of  a prince’s  sweet  and  kindly  disposition. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty;  NFA,  June  14,  1985. 

Condition:  Extremely  Fine  and  quite  rare.  ($20,000-22,000) 


Lot  No.  72 

72  GETA. 

DENARIUS,  3.24g;  RIC  Geta  88,  Cohen  68. 

Struck  210-212  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Mature  portrait  of  Geta  laureate.  Legend:  "P.  SEPT.  GETA  PIVS  AVG.  BRIT.” 

Rv:  Liberalitas  holding  abacus  and  cornucopiae.  Legend:  "LIBERALITAS  AVG”. 

In  208  A D Severus  with  his  wife  and  two  sons,  set  out  to  Britain.  While  the  emperor  and  his  eldest  son  invaded 
Scotland  in  the  hopes  of  intimidating  the  Caledonians,  Geta  was  left  as  governor  of  Britain  at  York.  Roman  losses 
were  severe  While  the  Romans  celebrated  victories,  the  issue  was  not  settled  decisively  and  the  resulting  peace 
temporary.  Nevertheless  Severus,  Caracalla  and  Geta  all  added  "Britannicus”  to  their  titles. 

Provenance:  Ex  NFA  Auction  XIX,  December  16,  1987. 

Condition:  Fully  struck  both  obverse  and  reverse,  and  a nice  companion  to  the  Aureus.  Better  than 

Extremely  Fine.  ($200-500) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Geta,  see  above  page  24. 
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Lot  No.  73 
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Lot  No.  73 


Lot  No.  74 


126 


MACRINUS 


73  MACRINUS  (Emperor,  217-218  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.00g;  RIC  Macrinus  50  (R-3),  Cohen  138. 

Struck  217-218  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Macrinus  laureate  and  draped.  Legend;  "IMP.  C.M.  OPEL.  SEV.  MACRINVS 

AVG”. 

Victory  flying  left  holding  diadem  in  both  hands  with  shield  at  base  on  either  side. 

Legend;  "VICT.  PART.  PM.  TR.  P.II.  COS.  11.  P.P.” 

As  Praetorian  Prefect,  Macrinus  did  the  Roman  world  a favor  when  on  April  8,  217  he  arranged  for  the  "end” 
of  his  unworthy  master  Caracalla.  An  unfavorable  peace  was  made  with  the  Parthians,  which  cost  Macrinus  much 
of  his  popularity.  A revolt  engineered  by  Julia  Maessa  in  favor  of  her  grandson  Elagabalus  succeeded.  In  the 
ensuing  struggle,  Macrinus  was  defeated  and  executed. 

The  Aurei  of  Macrinus  are  very  rare  and  usually  come  to  us  in  a good  state  of  preservation.  Even  among  these, 
this  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  known.  Mr.  Whitney,  who  previously  owned  the  H.  Platt  Hall  specimen  (lot  1753,  listed 
as  Brilliant  Mint  State),  thought  this  coin  to  be  far  better. 

The  portrait  is  set  on  a perfectly  round  flan,  and  if  you  hold  the  coin  in  your  hand,  the  lustre  has  a kind  of 
cartwheel  effect  setting  off  the  portrait  like  a cameo.  The  portrait  itself  is  photographic  in  its  accuracy;  even  the 
squint  lines  behind  the  eyes  are  present.  Every  level  of  facial  features,  hair  and  laurel  wreath  are  carefully  sculpted 
on  this  masterpiece,  making  this  the  best  Macrinus  this  cataloguer  has  ever  seen. 

Provenance:  Ex  Hirsch  34,  1914,  lot  1310. 

Ex  Stack’s,  November  20  1967,  lot  917. 

Ex  Bank  Leu  Auction  50,  April  25,  1990. 

Condition:  F.D.C.  A truly  awesome  coin  and  very  rare.  ($55,000-65,000) 


74  MACRINUS. 

DENARIUS,  3.14g;  BMC  51,  RIC  28,  Cohen  55. 

Struck  217-218  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

orrucK  ^1/  Macrinus  laureate  and  draped.  Legend;  "IMP.  C.  M.  OPEL.  SEV.  MACRINVS 

AVG” 

Naked  Jupiter  holding  thunderbolt  and  scepter.  Legend;  "PONTIF.  MAX.  TR.  P.  11.  COS. 
P.P.” 


Because  of  its  realistic  portrait,  the  cataloguer  kept  this  in  his  personal  holdings  for  20  years.  Tbned  steel  blue 
over  light  blue  and  orange. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty;  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  November  17,  1986. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($400—450) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Macrinus,  see  above  pages  24,  25. 
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Lot  No.  75 
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Lot  No.  75 
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Lot  No.  75 
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DIADUMENIAN 


75  DIADUMENIAN  (Caesar,  217-218  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  7.38g;  RIC  Diadumenian  114  (R-4),  Cohen  22. 

Struck  under  Macrinus  in  218  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Diadumenian  draped.  Legend:  "M.  OPEL.  ANT.  DIADVMENIAN.  CAES.” 

Rv:  Spes  holding  flower  and  raising  skirt.  Legend:  "SPES  PVBLICA”. 

It  is  said  that  Diadumenian  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  children  ever  to  be  a prince  of  Rome.  The  coin  does 
nothing  to  dissuade  us  from  that  proposition.  Struck  in  high  relief,  it  portrays  a bright  young  fellow  with  a tragic 
future.  The  rarity  of  a Diadumenian  Aureus  is  legendary. 

Provenance:  Ex  Karnak  Hoard,  1901  and  de  Sartiges  Collection. 

Ex  Ars  Classica  Sale  XVIII,  Geneva,  October  10,  1938,  lot  368. 

Ex  Christie’s  London  Auction,  October  9,  1984,  lot  340. 

Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  February  28,  1986. 

Condition:  Choice  Extremely  Fine  and  extremely  rare.  ($40,000-50,000) 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Diadumenian,  see  above  page  25. 
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Lot  No.  76 


Lot  No.  77 
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ANTONINUS  (ELAGABALUS) 


76  ELAGABALUS  (Emperor,  218-222  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  6.29g;  RIG  Elagabalus  37  (R),  Cohen  183. 

Struck  121  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Elagabalus  laureate  and  draped.  Legend:  "IMP.  ANTONINVS  PIVS  AVG”. 

Rv:  Sol  standing  front  head  turned  right  holding  whip  in  field,  to  left  star.  Legend:  "P.M.  TR.P 

III.  COS.  P.P.” 

When  the  thirteen  year  old  Elagabalus  entered  Rome,  it  was  one  of  the  strangest  sights  ever  seen.  As  a priest 
of  the  Emesan  sun  god,  he  was  wearing  white  make-up  all  over  his  body,  lipstick  and  gold  lashes;  not  exactly  Galba. 

This  is  a beautiful  example  of  a late  portrait  of  the  sixteen  year  old  emperor.  At  this  point  it  is  most  difficult 
to  tell  Elagabalus  from  Caracalla  as  they  both  used  the  title  ANTONINVS  PIVS.  However,  this  portrait  is  so  good 
that  the  modeling  of  the  nose,  mouth  and  chin  are  such  that  this  could  only  be  Elagabalus.  The  devotion  of  the  new 
emperor  to  the  Sun  God  is  clearly  revealed  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  April  2,  1987. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State  and  scarce.  ($15,000-20,000) 


77  ELAGABALUS.  , , ^ ^ 

DENARIUS,  3.16g;  BMC  256/8,  RIC  Elagabalus  46,  Cohen  196. 

Struck  121  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome.  ^ j ^ , 

Obv:  Horned  portrait  of  Elagabalus  laureate  and  draped.  Legend: 

AVG” 

D...  Elagabalus  left  sacrificing  over  lighted  altar  holding  patera 

Legend:  "P.M.  TR.  P.  HI.  COS.  III.  PR” 

This  is  one  of  the  Denarii  where  Elagabalus  wears  the  horn  of  the  Emesan  sun  cult. 
Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  December  16,  1986. 
Condition:  Near  Mint  State. 

For  a historical  commentary  on  Elagabalus,  see  above  page  25. 


"IMP  ANTONINVS  PIVS 
and  branch;  star  in  field. 


($200-250) 
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SEVERUS  ALEXANDER 


No. 


78  SEVERUS  ALEXANDER  (Emperor,  222-235  A.D.). 

AUREUS,  6.79g;,  RIC  249b  (S),  BMC  874.  BMC  plate  coin  in  error  shows  fully  draped  bust  but 

indicates  6B  type,  Cohen  500. 

Struck  232  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv:  Portrait  of  Severus  Alexander  laureate  and  slightly  draped  on  shoulder.  Legend:  "IMP 

ALEXANDER  PIVS  AVG”. 

Rv:  Providentia  standing  with  cornucopiae  and  corn-ears  in  hand  and  modius  at  feet.  Legend 

"PROVIDENTIA  AVG.” 

Until  a small  hoard  of  Aurei  of  Severus  Alexander  came  onto  the  market,  his  gold  was  extremely  rare.  For  the 
moment  they  are  available,  but  this  situation  will  not  last  for  very  long. 

From  a technical  point  of  view,  the  coins  of  Severus  Alexander  tend  to  be  far  superior  to  the  issues  either 
immediately  before  or  after.  They  are  struck  in  wonderfully  high  relief  on  proof-like  surfaces.  Not  only  were 
superior  die  engravers  at  work,  but  also  the  technical  striking  of  the  coins  was  much  improved.  It  is  most  curious 
that  with  the  death  of  Severus  Alexander  the  quality  of  the  mint  product  again  declined. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  May  6,  1987. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State  and  scarce.  (Depicted  on  the  front  cover).  ($5,000-7,000) 


79  SEVERUS  ALEXANDER.  a oao  ^ na 

DENARIUS,  3.98g;  BMC  799,  RIC  Severus  Alexander  240,  Cohen  76. 

Struck  231-235  A.D.  Mint  of  Rome. 

Obv  Portrait  of  Severus  Alexander  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed.  Legend:  "IMP.  ALEXAN- 

DER PIVS  AVG.” 

Jupiter  in  fighting  attitude,  nude  but  for  cloak  holding  raised  thunderbolt.  Legend: 
"K^^VIS  PROPVGNATOR”. 

Provenance:  Private  treaty:  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.,  April  3,  1987. 

Condition:  Near  Mint  State.  ($150-250) 


For  a historical  commentary  on  Severus  Alexander,  see  above  page  26. 
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THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THIS  SALE 

FEATURING  ANCIENT  AND  FOREIGN  GOLD,  SILVER 

AND  COPPER  COINS 

CONTINUES  IMMEDIATELY  WITH  LOTS  80  - 751 
IN  THE  SEPARATE  CATALOGUE 


• 

THE  SECOND  SESSION 
WITH  LOTS  752  - 1578  WILL  BE  OFFERED 
FRIDAY  EVENING,  NOVEMBER  30,  1990 
AT  6:30  P.M.  SHARP 
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